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Office of the State Board of Health, 

Providence, 1879. 
To tlie Honorable tlie General Assembly : 

The Twenty-Sixth Annual Report of the Registration of Births, Marriages and 
Deaths in Rhode Island, is herewith submitted. The statistics are for the year 
ending December 31, 1878. 

In the order of arrangement of the Tables, and in the methods of classifica- 
tion, the same general plan has been followed, that was adopted by Dr. Thomas 
H. Webb in the First Registration Report for the year ending May 31st, 1853, 
and continued in successive Reports, to the present time. 

The principal tabular change is a new Table, on page 51, showing the annual 
number, the aggregate number, and the average proportion to the population, of 
the births, marriages and deaths, in each of the several towns of the State, in 
the series of years from 1875 to 1878, inclusive, computed on the basis of the 
Census of 1875. 

A few additional summaries and synopses are introduced, to illustrate some 
special topic, or present comparative results in a condensed form. 

Notwithstanding every precaution was designed to be observed, to prevent 
entirely all typographical errors, a very few such have accidentally crept in, 
consisting almost entirely of single figures, which may be detected and rectified 
by the reader, on comparison with the factors or products of the same. It has 
been found almost impossible to secure exact perfection in printing a multitude 
of figures in tabular form, and this Report* is not without precedent. 

In accordance with common experience, there was at the commencement some 
feeling of uncertainty as to the best mode of procedure in the execution of tlie 
new work, but the knowledge acquired in the preparation of the Registration 
Report herewith presented, will be a valuable aid in suggesting methods by 
which the preparation of a succeeding Report, may be accomplished with 
greater facility. 

The number of births reported in Rhode Island, for the year 1878, was 6,714, 
which was 479 more than for the year 1877, and larger than in any previous year. 

The number of marriages was 2,324, which was 42 more than in 1877; and the 
number of deaths 4,441, which was 9 less than in 1877. 

The proportions of births, of persons married, and of deaths to the popula- 
tion in Rhode Island in 1878, by the Census of 1875, were as follows: 
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One birth to every 38.5 persons, or about 26 In each 1,000; one person married 
in ever)' 55.7 persons, or about 18 in each 1,000; and one death in every 58.1 
persons, or 17.21 in each 1,000. 

The number of appliaitions for divorce in Rhode Ishmd in 1878, was 258, which 
was one more than in 1877, and four more than in 1870. The number of divorces 
granted v;\\s 196, which was 18 more than in 1877, and exactly the same as in 
1876. 

For every 11.9 marriages in the State in 1878, there was one divorce. 

It has been the ardent desire of every compiler of the Rhode Island Registra- 
tion Reports, to secure as accurate and full returns from the several towns as 
possible, and to effect that purpose, circulars have, from time to time, been sent 
to the town clerks of all the towns, heretofore through the courtesy of the Sec-, 
retary of State, or by him; and during the past year by the Secretary of the 
State Board of« Health, directing attention to the sources of inaccuracy, and 
suggesting modes of procedure by which the returns might be made more correct. 

In regard to deaths and the causes of death, there can be no question of the 
continuance of the defects in the returns heretofore the rule, until a law, requir- 
ing reports of the same at the time they occur, and burial permits in connection 
therewith, shall have been enacted by the General Assembly, and its provisions 
enforced. 

The following quotation from the United Stales Census Report of 1870, Vital 
Statistics, Vol. 1, page 15, is quite to the purpose: 

*'The great deficiency manifest in the returns of deaths, a deficiencj^ inherent 
in any system, which seeks to secure complete returns of these events for an 
entire j'^ear, by simply conducting an inquiry at its close, will, for the future, 
it is earnestly hoped, be remedied by legislation — for the registry of deaths as 
they occur." 

Pertinent to the foregoing remarks, the following statement in relation to re. 
turns of causes of death, will present an illustration: 

DEATHS REPORTED IN RHODE ISLAND IN 1878, 

Whole No. of Deathi<. Cause not stated. 

Providence City 1,989 16 or one in every 124 .3 

Rest of State 2,452 194 or one in every 12.6 

Providence city shows about four-ninths of the mortality of the State, the 
ratio of deaths from cause unknown or not stated, in the city, would make the 
number in the State about twenty instead of one hundred and ninety-four; or a 
proportion about ten times greater. 

The difference arises from the fact, that the city requires a permit for the 
interment or removal of the dead, which is given upon application w^hen the 
proper return of death is made. 

Respectfully, 

CHAS. H. FISHER, M. D., 

Secretary of the State Board of Health, and State Registrar of Vital Statistics. 
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Table IT.— BIRTHS, 18TS. 
Arranged hy Mo7iths, Sexes, a7id Divisions of the State. 
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Table TT.— BIRTHS, 1878.— Continued. 
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Table IV.— MARRIAGES, 1878. 
Arranged by Months and Divisions of the State, 



MONTHS. 



January 

February . . . . 

March 

First Quarter 

April 



May. 
June 



Second Quarter 



July 

August. . . 
September 



Third Quarter 



October. . . 
November 
December. 



Fourth Quarter 



557 



236 



258 



DIVISIONS OP THE STATE. 



22 



18 



10 



33 



12 



12 
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10 



40 



17 



170 
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182; 12| 4 
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Tablk v.— AOKS of PKltyONS MAimiKI), ih:8. 



E S OF W O M K N . 



AGES OF MEN. 



2:2 



S;S^S!2'2;2 S S S\Z. 



Under 20 06 20 4 l'... ■..,.., 

30 to 25 319!481| 78 II... 1 1 ..; :....'. 

. I! ■ I i ' . . ; : 

35 to 30 108:314197 38 11 3 1, ' 

30 to 35 33; 65 98 59' 1« 3, ... 1; .... I ....■..; . 

35 to 40 '■ 'J 31. 41 30 3l' 7. 1 ..|.. ..■...'■..-..]. 

40 to 45 1 13 IC: 21 33 20| 3 . . . . i; ' . 

45 to 50 ■... 6, 6 8 14 9' 4 3j.. ..' 

50 to 55 1 4- 2 8113 3 4I 3 

55 to 60 " 3' 3 4 3 6. 7 2! 3 1 .....j..'. 

60 to 05 ; 1 3 4 4' 2| . . 1! . . . . ■ . 

65 to 70 ' 2 li 3 1' 4 . . 'l' . 

70 to 75 ■...:...' i,--;-- ■■ ■■] 1- 

75 to 80 1 '.. :..!.. •.': 1 . 

I I ^ . ■ . I I i j i 

■ Not stated ;... 1 ..., ...;......'...... 



WholeNo. Feiniiles.526 935'447l75109:643513^ 81 4 5j..'3 4 3,318 
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DEATHS. 



Table VI.— DEATHS, 1878. 
Arranged by Months. Sexes, and Divisions of the State, 





1 
1 


1 1 
! 




DIVISIONS OF THE STATE. 

1 •. 


1 


MONTHS. 


' SEX. 

1 


1 

is 1 




• 


5 £ 


• 







' 


S 






S3 


5 


5 


s 


w 1 


Si ^ 


s 


c 
til 






M 

^ 


1 




aS 


a : 






a 




1 

1 
i 




00 


a 
M , 

15 


2 


t ! 
7 







1 


January. . . 


i 

. Males. . .* 


.' 186' 


6 


50 


98 


8 




Females. 


.. 214 


8 


' 13 


1 


12 


59 


110 


11 




Total... 


. 400 


14 


' 28 


3 


19 


109 


208 


19 


Febniaiy . . 


. Males . . 


. 173 


7 


9 


3 


9 


53 


84 


8 




Females. 


. 189 


9 


12 


2 


13: 


52 


91 


10 




Total... 


.i 302 


16 


21 





22, 


105 


175 


18 


March 


. Males. . . 


. 192' 


10 


9 


4 


15 


75 


74 


5 




Females. 


.. 204 


9 


12 





11 


71 


84 


12 




Total . . . 


. 396' 


19 


21' 


9 


26: 


146 


158 


17 


April 


. 1 Males. . . 


. 176^ 


6 


8 


3 


9 


51 


88 


11 




Females. 


.' 1741 


9 


7 


1 


9 


61 


76 


11 




Total... 


. 350i 


15 


15 


4 


18 


112 


164 


22 


May 


. Males. . . 


. 159i 


6 


15 


1 


8i 


54 


65 


10 




Females. 


.' 149 


6 


51 


2 


4i 


51 


66 


15 




Total . . . 


.' 308 


12 


20 


3 


12i 


105 


131 


25 


June 


. Males. . . 


. 144; 


4 


12' 





9' 


53 


52 


9 




Females. 


.1 lOGi 


12 


12 


3 


9 


43 


76 


11 




: Total... 


.! 310 


16 


24 


8 


181 


96 


128 


20 


Jnly 


. Males. . . 


. 224; 


11 


10 


4 


9; 


68 


111 


11 




Females. 


.: 186' 


5 


14 


3 


Hi 


51 


92 


10 




Total... 


.; 410' 


16 


24 


7' 


20 


119 


203 


21 


August .... 


.Males. . . 


. , 205; 


10 


14 


4 


9 


73 


83 


12 




Females. 


.; 215' 


7 


12 


3 


13 


80 


92 


8 




Total . . . 


. 1 420i 


17 


26i 


7 


22i 


153 


175 


20 


September. 


. Males. . . 


.1 I67i 


5 


11 


3 


8! 


60 


70 


10 




Females. 


. 178i 


13 


16 


4 


6 


58 


72 


9 




Total . . . 


. 345 


18 


27, 


7 


14 


118 


142 


19 


October 


. Males. . . 


. 152 


9 


9 


1 


4 


38 


78 


13 




Females. 


. 190, 


9 


12 


3 


9 


60 


82 


15 




Total . . . 


. 342 


18 


21 


4 


13 


98 


160 


28 


November . 


. Males. . . 


. 182' 





11 


7 


8' 


56 


84 


11 




Females. 


. 195 


10 


20 


4 


6i 


. 6b 


81 


9 




,Total . . . 


. 377' 


15 


31 


11 


14 


121 


165 


20 


December . 


. Males. . . 


. 201; 


8 


12 


4 


16 


62 


82 


17 




Females. 


. ' 220 


9 


18 


4 


9 


67 


98 


15 




Total... 


. : 421 


17 


30 


8 


25 


129 


180 


32 


Whole Year 


. Males. . . 


. 2,161j 


87 


135 


41 


111 


693 


969 


125 




Females. 


. 2,280 


106 


153 


35 


112i 


718 


1,020 


136 




.Total... 


. 4,441 


193 


288; 


76. 


223' 


1,411 


1,989 


261 



2 



10 
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Table VIL— DEATHS, 1878. 

Showing the Number of each Sex, in each Period of Life, in every 
Town and Division of the State ; also the Ratio of 

Deaths to Population. 



POPITLATION, 1875. 



DsATHtf, 1878. 



TOWNS 

AMD DIVItilONS OF THE 
STATE. 



Number. 



^i 



SEX. 



Barrington ; 1,185, Males . . 

I Females 
Bristol 5,829 Males . . 

Females 

Warren .' 4,005 Males . . 

' Females 

Bristol Colnty. ... 11,019 Males. . 

Females 






. Puipu, 



^g 



572|1.94 23 

613 
2,747 1.46 85 
3,082 

1,823 2.12 85 
2,182' 

5,142 1.75 193 
5,877 



H 



es 






09 00 

s c 

s , s 

es es 



7.. 1 .. 

16 1 1.. 

42 3 2 5 

43 6 3 3 
38 5 4: 3 
47 4 4 3 
87 8 7 8 

10611 8 6 



Coventry 4,580:Males. . 

Females 

East Greenwich 3, 1201 Males . . 

j I Females 

West Greenwich ; l,034l Males. . 

Females 
Warwick 11,614 Males. . 

jFemales 
Kent County 20,348JMales. . 

; Females 



2,173 1.75 80 

2,407 

1,5081.28 40 
I 1,612; ! 
5161.55! 16 
518 
: 5,683:1.31 152 
1 5,931! 

i 9,880! 1.42' 288^ 
i 10,468' 



42 6 1 2 

38 5 1 3 

17 2 2.. 

23j 4 1.. 

9! 2: 2'.. 

7 r..i 1 

67il2: 3. 7 



85 
135 
153 



13 
22 



I < i^i 



10 2 

8! 9 



2312! 6 



Jamestown 

Little Compton.* 
Middletown 



488 Males . . 

jFemales 

1,156 Males. . 

Females 

1,074 Males. . 

i Females 

New Shoreham '. 1,147 Males. . 

Females 

Portsmouth i 1,893 Males. . 

Females 

Tiverton : 2,101 Males. . 

I Females 
Towns, Newport Co. 7,859' Males. . 

iFemales 



Newport City ■ 14,028 



Males . . . 
Females . 



260i0.82 

228' 

556 1.04 

6OO; 

54211.21 

532i 

61210.79 

535! , 

988:1.06! 

905 ! 

1,0780.861 
1,023, I 
4,036,0.97 
3,8231 



4 

12; 

I 

13: 

9' 

is! 

76 



3!. 
1 . 
4. 

8!. 

6i 3 

7 

7 

2 
11 

9 
10 

8 
41 
35 



1 
5 
1 



6,5701.59 223 

7,458 



11116 

112 8 7 



1; 



1 
1 



1 

2 



4 
6 
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Table VIL— DEATHS, 1878.— Coiitinned. 
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Table VII.— DEATHS, 1878.— ContiiiiuHl. 



POPI'LATION. 1875. 



Dkatiis. 1878. 



TOWNS 

AND DIVISIONS OP THE Wliolo 

STATE. NlUnlHT. 



z. c 
. o 




30 



PU&H 



!^ 



>» -^ -o 

^ S £ 



"5 c c 

^S OS eS 
P r-l w 



Burrillvillo r),t>41) Males ... 2,028 1 . 20 

Fcnuiles. 2,621 

Cranston 5,688 Males. . . 3,046 1 .55 

Females. 2,642 

Cumberland 5,67:5 Males ... 2,793 1 . 53 

Females. 2,880; 

Etist Providence . . 4,836 Males ... 2,257 2 . 07 



33 
33 
51 
37 
49 
38 
37 
53 
o 
II 
25 

13 

24 6 1 2 
22 3 5 . . 
Lincoln 11,565 Males. . . 5,563 1 .80 208 106, 18 9 3 



Females. 2,079 



'881.04 



7oo 



Foster 1,543 Males. . . 

Females . 

Glocester 2,098 Males . . . 1,086 1 . 81 

Females. 1,012 

Johnston 4,999 Males . . . 2,522 . 92 

Females. 2,477 



HS 
87 
!M) 

16 
38 
46 



3 1 .. 

5 1 . . 

6 4 1 
6 .. 1 
9 5 4 

6 3 4 

3 3 4 

7 3 2 

^ • • • • 

4 1.. 



Females. 6,002 

Korth Providence.: 1,303 Males ... 620 1 . 07 14 

Females. 683 

North Smithfield. i 2,797 Males. . . 1,350 1 .36 38 

Females. 1,447 



102 141211 
10 31.. 

4 i;.. .. 

2l! 2 2 1 
17 11. 



Pawtncket 18,464 Males. . . 8,866 1.80: 332 148 30 19 5 



Females. 9,598 
Scitnate 4,101 Males. . . 2,0061.73 71 

Females. 2,095 
Smithfield 2,857 Males . . . 1,358 1 . 05 30 

Females. 1,499 
Woonsocket 13,576 Males. . . 6,362 2.11 287 

Females. 7,214 
Towxs, Prov. Co. 84,249 Males. . . 41,245 1 .67 1,41 1 

Females. 43,004 



184 3014 9 

■vi/ . . . ■ tJ /v 

42 7' 1 1 
14 2 1 2 
16 2 3 1 
141 43 15 3 
146 36 13 5 
693 129 65 27 
718119 56 34 



Providence C^tty 100,675 Males. . . 48,701 1 .97 1,989 969 22083 50 



Females. 51,974 



534 1 . 42 
520 

702 1 . 26 
653 



Charlestown 1,054 Males. . . 

Females . 
Exeter 1 ,355 Males ... 

Females. 
Ilopkinton 2,760 Males. . . 1,344 1 .70 

Females. 1,416 
North Kingstown. 3,505 Males. . . 1,7051.63 

Females. 1,800 
South Kin<rstown. 4,240 Males. . . 2,111 1.11 

Females. 2,129 
Richmond 1,739 Males. . . 

Females . 
Westerlv 5,408 Males . . . 2,745 . 89 

Females. 2,663 
Washtncton Co. 20,061 Males. . . 9,986 1 .30 

Females. 10,075 



845 1 . 72 
894 



15 
17 
47 
57 
47 
30 
48 
261 



1,020153 91 56 

5 1 . . . 

10 ..., 1 . 

8 ...:.. . 



9 1 . . 

50 2 1 
4 1 
3 .. 



27 
32 
25 2 .. 



2 



23 
24 
12 
18 
25 
23 



I 1 



3 .. 






2 

6 .. 1 
1 3 . . 
125 12 4 5 
136 13 5 1 
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Table VII.— DEATHS, 1878.— Continued. 
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7 
3 
1 

12 
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1 




4, 
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21.... 
21 3 
7i 13 
14j 5 
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18 11 
01 42; 
78 55 
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ail 19 
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Ifl! 19 

18| 34 
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3 2 


371 36 
3G 35 
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C8 
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28' 19 
34. 44 
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78 '!3 
91 99 

1 .... 
1^ 
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7O1 70 
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5' 1 
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Table VIL— DEATHS, 1878.— Recapitulation by Counties. 





Population, 1875. 


DiATHS, 1878. 


• 

8 
11 


• 

1 

p 
g 

7 
8 




COUNTIES. 


Whole 
Number. 


SEX. 


Per cent, to 
•^ Population. 


• 


■ 

M 
H 


■ 

1 

a 

1 

91 


Bristol Co . . 


11,019 


Males . . 
Females 


5,142 

5,877 


193 


87 
106 


8 
6 


Kent Co . . . . 


20,348 


Males . . 
Females 


' 9,888 
10,468 


1.42 


288 


135 
153 


22 
23 


8 
13 


9 

6 


Newport Co. 


21,887 


Males . . 
Females 


10,606 
11,281 


1.37 


299 


152 
147 


21- 
9 


8 
9 


5 
6 


Prov. Co . . . . 


184,924 


Males . . 
Females 


89,946 
94,978 


1.83 


3,400 


1,662 
1,738 


349 

272 


148 
147 


77 
90 


Wash. Co 


20,061 


Males . . 
Females 


9,986 
10,075 


1.30 


261 


125 
136 


12 
13 

• 


4 
5 


5 

1 


Whole State. 


258,239 


Males . . 
Females 


125,560 
132,679 


1.72 


4,441 


2,161 
2,280 


412 
328 


175 
181 


104 

109 



Table VII. — DEATHS, 1878. — Recapitulation by Counties. 
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Table XI.— OdOUPATIONS AND AGES AT DEATH, ISr.s. 

Skowinff the Average Age, at Death, in the several occvpatmis ; Provi- 
dence City being separated from the rest of the State ; 
and ages under twenty being excluded. 



OrOUPATlONS. 



M^!|sl I 



I. Agriculture. 

Farmers 162 

Gardeners 3 



II. Professional 

AND Personal 

Seevices. 

Artists 

Author 

Bmbera 

Cauvasser 

Civil Engineera 

Clergymen 

' Clerks and Salesmen, 

Coachmen 

Collector , 

ConatahleB 

Cook 

Hostlers , 

Hotel-keepers i 

Janitors 

fjaborers 1 

Ijanndryman (Chi-! 

nese) ' 

Tjawyers 

Musicians 

Mu flic-teachers 

Photographer 

Physicians 

Poficemen 

Reporters 

Safoon-keeijers 

Stabie-keepere 

Student 

Teachers 

Undertaker 

Waiters 

'Watchman 



,933165.311 6' 444174. 00|146| 9,488 64.98 
193l64.00i 1 55155. 00| 3; 13?l68.50 



3 93 46.60 . 

1 48 48.00. 

4, 16137.75 

1 4342.00. 
3 14147.00'. 
2. 13869.00; 

25, 79231.68 

2 85 43.50 
1' 4747.00' 

3 159 79. 50' 
1 25 25.00; 

46.501 . 
[62.33| 
!44.50i 
J51.511 

30.00 . 



46.50 

48.00 
41.00 



138|69.00! 
677,32. 06i 

8543.50! 

47'47.00i 
159:79.60! 

36;S5.00: 



i 187 
i Ss! 
1 10,406| 



216 54,0 
109 54.5 
133 61.5 
.59 59.0 
405 57.8 
7336.5 
88 44.0 
72 36.0 
180 45.0 
20 20.0 
100|50.0 
73172.0 



3; 89 44.50 
8514,38751.61 



167 55. £ 
109 54. S 
731 73. ( 
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315 


30.71 
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93 

187 


46.50 
62.33 



ll?6,018j51.43 



5 5? 00 
2 42.00 



73 36-£ 

20 20.( 

57157. { 
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Table XL— OCCUPATIONS, 1878.— Continued. 



WHOLE STATE. 



PBOYIDBNCE CITY. 



REST OF STATE. 



OCCUPATIONS. 



o 



SI'S 



V 



(U 






-<5 



III. Trade and 
Transportation. 

Agents 

Apothecaries 

Bankers 

Book-keepers 

Boatmen 

Brokers 

Butchers 

Cashiers (Bank, &c.) 

Expressmen 

Fishermen and Ovs- 

termen 

Grocers . , 

Hackman 

Insurance Agent. . . . 
Liquor Dealers .... . 

Mariners : . . . 

Marketman 

Merchants 

Peddlers 

Pilot 

Porter 

K. K. Station Agent. 

Ship Chandlers 

Teamsters 

Telegrapher 

Traders and Dealers. 



3 
4 
2 
13 
2 
4 
5 
3 
2 

3| 
8! 
li 

i 

6i 



143 
209 
116 
620 
129 
237 
259 
159 
108 

180 

370 

62 

25 

252 



26| 1,645 
i: 68 

29| 1,864 
6; 226 



i; 

i; 

1 

2i 

13 

1 
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64 

38 

32 

134 

664 

22 

390 
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to 
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47.67 

52.25 

58.00 

47.69 

64.50 

59.25 

51.801 

53.00 

54.00i 

I 

60.00 

46.25 

62.00 

25.00 

42.00 

63.27 

68.00, 

64. 28 1 

37.66] 

64.00' 

38.00 

32.00i 

67.00 

51.08 

22.001 

55.71 



IV. Manufactures, 

Mechanical and 

Mining Industries. 

Bakers 7 

Belt-maker 1 

Blacksmiths 15 

Bleachers 2 

Block-maker 1 

Boat-builder 1 

Book -binder 1 

Bootand Shoe-makers 13 

Brush-maker 1 

Cabinet-maker 1 



450 
64 

827 
115 
74 
70 
22 
728 
50 
77 



64.28, 
64.00 
55.13; 
57,50; 
74.00! 
70.00 
22.00 
56.00 
50.00 
77.00 
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10 



4 
2 
2 
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6 
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6 
12 

1 
15 

3 
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6 
1 
3 
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450 



237 

94 

88 
108 



231 
62 



252 

696 

68 

1,021 

119 



38 



134 

322 

22 

164 



45.00 
42.50 



45.00 



59.25 
47.00 
44.00 
54.00 



38.00 



67.00 
53.66 
22.00 
54.66 



2 

1 

3 
2 
1 



118 

64 

131 

115 

74 




59.00 
64.00 
43.66 
57.50 
74.00 



1 
2 
2 
3 
2 



3 
1 



38.501 2 
62.00i... 

1 

42.00[... 
58.00! 14 
68.00... 
68.07: 14 
39.67 3 
1 

i 
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■ 

4 



12 



1 
1 
5 
1 



77.00 
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bo 

<■ 



53 
124 
116 
170 
129 



165 
71 



180 
139 



25 



949 
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53.00 
62.00 
58.00 
56.67 
64.50 



55.00 
71.00 



60.00 
69.50 



25.00 



67.79 



843| 60.21 
107 35.67 
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32 



342 
226 



332 



696 



70 

22 

329 

50 



64.00 



32.00 



48.86 

• • • • • 

56.50 



66.40 



58.00 



70.00 
22.00 
65.80 
50.00 
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Table XL— OCCUPATIONS, 1878.— Continued. 



OCCUPATIONS. 



Calico-printere | 

Cigar-makers ! 

Confectioner. \ 

Coopere I 

Designer ' 

Die Sinkers ' 

Dyer I 

Engineers ! 

Farrier ' 

File-makers ' 

GasTittflrs 

Harnees-makers ' 

Hatters 

Honae Mover , 

Jewelers i 

Machinists I 

Mannfaetnrera . ..,..; 

Masons I 

Mechanics 

Millwright | 

Moulders , 

Operatives 

OvGrseers and Super- 

ntendents 

Oyster 0[iener 

Painters ' 

Patteru-niakor 

Paper Hanger ' 

Platera 

Plumber 

Fork Packer i 

I'riutprs 

Rubber- workers 

Sail-maker ... .... 

SLip Carpenters .... 

Silversmiths 

Stair Builder 

Stoue Cutters 

StuCPo-fforker 

Tailors 

Tinsmiths 



3011,417 
12 766 
22' 1,381 



6012,406 



267 



3 176 
55.50' 24.1,254 
49.00 
32.00, 

3.00, 
59.001 
52.50 1 
47.00: 
51.30 
67.00i . 
43.00: 
59.00i 
46.00 
44.00 
73.00'. 
41.50 
47.231 

3.83^ 

5L50 6' 315 



34.00 

48.00' 
40.10' 



I !|l! 



58.671. 
52.25! : 
47.00! 
33.00', 
81.00' 
59.00 . 
60.00 
47.001 . 
48.50 



43.00!. 

69,001. 
56.501 

37.001 



85.00 
45.00 



55.50 
67.00 



35.50 

61.00 
73.00 
35.83 

49.64 
64.60 



13 414 



34.50, 



49.50 

38.00' 1- 38 38.00: 

52.44 

26.00 

52.00 



44.00 2 

33.00 1' 

55.00 1' 

41.50 2' 
34.00... . 

73.00 1 

64.35 2 

40.00 3 

24.00 1' 

7 362'50.26 1 

1 29:29.00 1 

13 671151.61 7 

4i 175143.75 .2. 



88 44.00' 
23 23.00' 



721 72.00 
137 68.60 
80| 40.00 
24i 34.00 
51:51.00 
29 29.00 
404|57.71 
88,44.00 



131 
10 
1 


863 
509 
86 


66.38 
50.90 
86.00 


1: 68 

48 1,992 

5 271 


68.00 
41.50 

54.20 


13 

1. 

i\ 


646 
52 


49.69 

26.00 
52.00 














2, 
"2 


68 
120 


34.00 

eoloo 


; 
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301,50.17 


6 
2, 


267 
87 


44.50 
43.60 
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Table XI.— OCCUPATIONS, 1878.— Continued. 



WHOLE STATE. 



OCCUPATIONS. 



o 

Xi 
5f 



111 



Tool-maker 

Umbrella-maker . 
Upholsterers .... 

Watch-maker 

Wheelwrights . . . . 



1' 
1 
2 
1 
5 



V. Females. 

Actress 

Book-binder 

Dressmakers and 

Seamstresses 

Milliner 

Nurse 

Operatives 

Servants 

Sister of Mercy 

Tail cresses 

Teachers 



1 
1 

9 
1 
1 
22 
o 
1 
2 
6 



s 
< 



51 
79 
63 
53 
356 




24 
43 

274 
47 
40 

571 

237 
32 
84 

325 



51.00 
79.00 
31.50 
53.00 
71.20 



24.00 
43.00 

30.44 
47.00 
40.00 
25.95 
47.40 
32.00 
42.00 
54.17 



PROVIDENCE CITY. 



REST OF STATE. 
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2^ 



Q) 



be 
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79 79.00 



2 



51| 51.00 
63131.50 



1' 53* 53.00' 

2 149 74!e50i .3 207 69! 00 



• • • • 

1 


43 43.00 


8 


247 30.88 


1 


47 47.00 


7' 


170 


24.28 


1 


49 


49.00 


1 


32 


32.00 


1 


28 28.00 


4i 


206 


51.50 



1 



24 24.00 



27 27.00 



1 40 40.00 

15 401' 26. 73 

4| 188:47.00 

i: 56 56.00 

2; 119i 59.50 
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RECAPITULATION BY CLASSES. 



4 



WHOLE STATE. 



OCCUPATIONS. 



o 






0) 



bo 






to 
to 

g 

> 

< 



PROVIDENCE CITY. 



REST OF STATE. 



I 



O 
Ufxs I 



"<1 



to 

> 

< 



o 






-2 



2 



L Agriculture. 155il0,124!65.32 7 •499i71.28!l48 9,62565.03 



IL Professional 
AND Personali j 

Services 287 14,175149.391134 



6,516 48.63153, 7,659i50.06 



III. Trade and! i 

TrANSPORTA-; ! 

TiON '.... 145i 8,016{55.28 81! 4,281j52.85| 64 



IV. Manufac- I 

TURES, Me-: 
chanical and| , 
Mining Indus-; ; 

TRIES 1 371|18,868{50.86 



171i 8,547149.98 



V. Females.... 49; l,677|34.22i 24i 822 



All Classes. . ..|l,007|52,860i52.49!417 20,665 



34.25 



49.56 



3,735 58.36 



200 



25 



10,321|51.61 
855134.20 
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32,195 54.57 
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RESULTS AND OBSERVATIONS, 1878. 



It will be observed upon examiuation of the preceding Tables, that 
there were recorded in the State of Ehode Island, during the year 
1878, six thousand seven hundred and fourteen (6,714) births; two 
thousand three hundred and twenty-four (2,324*) marriages; and 
four thousand four hundred and forty -one (4,441) deaths. 

Table XIII. 

Presenting the general results of Registration, in the State, during 

each of the last twenty-five years. 

Year. Whole number Living 

of Births. Still-born. Births. Marriages. Deaths. 

1854 2,105 78 2,027 1,047 1,720 

1855 2,926 124 2,802 1,375 1,846 

1856 2,906 183 2,723 1,535 2,042 

1857 4,026 185..., 3,841 1,526 2,325 

1858 4,263 177. . - 4,086 1,438 2,616 

1859 4,500 177 4,323 .1,672 2,270 

1860 4,660 •. . . .167 4,493 1,748 2,686 

1861 4,840 146 4,694... 1,533 2,927 

1862 4,125 123 4,002 1,450 2,591 

1863 3,691 Ill 3,580 1,618 3,207 

1864 3,892 138 3,754 1,844 3,360 

1865 3,955 177 3,778 1,896 3,405 

1866 4,902 172 4,730 2,318 2,970 

1867 5,127 163 4,964 2,344 2,889 

1868 5,372 212. ^ 5,160 2,285 2,912 

1869 5,245 220 5,025 2,289 3,382 

1870 5,215 234 4,981 2,362 3,238 

1871 5,678 223 5,465 2,336 3,344 

1872 6,143 202. 5,941 2,537 4,247 

1873 6,022 228 5,794 2,630 4,403 

1874 6,466 277 6,189 2,541 4,229 

1875 6,508 246 6,262 2,485 4,317 

1876 6,329 224 6,105 2,253 4,116 

1877 6,235 242 5,993 2,282 4,450 

1878 6,714 248 6,466 2,324* 4,441 



The aggregates for the whole period of 25 years are, of recorded 
births, 121,845, of whom 4,677 were still-born, and 117,168 were liv- 
ing children. Of marriages recorded there were 49,662, or 99,324 
persons manned; and of recorded deaths, 79,933 persons. 

On the next page the usual Table is given, showing a comparison of 
the births, marriages and deaths, with the population, in each town 
in the State, for the year 1878. 

* Correction of Table I. by a corrected town return, received after the Table was in print. 
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Table XIV. 

BIRTHS, MAREMBES AND DEATHS IN RHODE ISLAND, 

IN 1878, COMPARED WITH THE POPOLATION 

BY THE CENSUS OE 1875. 
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Great disproportions will be found, upon examination of the pre- 
ceding Table, in the comparison of the births, marriages and deaths, 
to the population in each of the several towns of the State. The 
largest proportional number of births is found in the town of East 
Providence, which reports one birth to every 26.12 persons in the 
town; the city of Newport follows with one birth to every 29.68; 
Tiverton with one to every 31.36; Middletown, one to every 33.56; 
Woonsocket, one to every 33.60; Lincoln, one to every 34.22; Cum- 
berland, one to every 34.39, and Pawtucket, one to every 34.97. On 
the other hand, the smallest proportional number of births to inhabi- 
tants is returned from the town of Little Compton, where but one 
birth is recorded to every 128.44 persons, differing widely from the 
adjoining town of Tiverton, that is, by less than one to four. From 
Little Compton, among the towns having the smallest birth rate, the 
number rises to one in every 95.58 in New Shoreham; one in every 
75.29 in Charlestown; to one in every 70.14 in Foster. Among the 
larger towns, not mentioned above, Providence returns one birth to 
every 38.95 persons; Warwick, one in every 40.89; Bristol, one to 
every 36.66. For the different counties, the proportions stand as fol- 
lows: Bristol county, one birth to every 42.75; Kent county, one in 
every 45.22; Newport county, towns, one to every 50.06; Newport 
city, 29.68; average of aggregate births to population in Newport 
county, one in every 34.57. Providence county, towns, one in 36.22; 
Providence city, 38.95; average of aggregate births to population in 
Providence county, one in every 37.68. Washington county reports 
one birth in every 43.14 of its population. It will be observed that 
Bristol, Kent and Washington counties vary but slightly in their 
proportional birth rates, while Providence and Newport counties, 
although differing but little one from the other, show a considerable 
difference in comparison with the three counties first named. For 
the whole State, the birth rate is one to every 38.46. 

The difference in the ratio of marriages to population, as reported 
from the several towns, is even more remarkable than that of births, 
although in many towns the difference is more readily accounted for. 
New Shoreham reports one marriage, or one person married in every 
573.50 of the population; North Providence, one person married to 
every 325.70; Portsmouth, one person married to every 189.30; Crans- 
ton, one to every 157. 60. While, at the other extreme, Foster reports 
the extraordinary ratio of one person married to every 18.37 of the 
permanent residents, or one to less than every five families. This 
town has led all the other towns in the State, nearly every year, dur- 
ing the twenty-five years of registration, in its exceptionally higli 
marriage rate. Hopkinton follows, with a return of one person mar- 
ried to every 33.61 persons. 
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It is uot rtiasouable to suppose thiit tlie uumber of marriages rc- 
poi'ted from those towiiB ]iaving « very Igw marriage riite, are all the 
mariiiiges Bolemnized between parties resident in tJiose towns. The 
popular clergymen in the eitioa and larger vilhigea draw away, very 
frequently, from the more sparsely settled and less fortunate towns the 
performance of the marriage ordinance. Soutiments of romance and 
pride, the fascination of city anrroundings, and especially the religioua 
faith of many, who deem it an imperative duty to apply to properly 
constituted eeelosiustieal authority for the performance of the rite, are 
the causes of the diminished marriage rate in Cranston, East Provi- 
dence, North Providence, and other towns similarly located. 

The marriage rate of the different counties also varies considerably 
more than the birth rate of the same. Bristol county shows a mean 
rate of one person married to every 53.97 of the population; Kent 
county, one to every 69.69; Newport county, towns, the low rate of 
one to every 95.84, while Newport city shows a rate nearly doable, 
viz., one to every 65.33, and Newport county, in the whole, one to 
every 65.14; Providence county, towns, show the mean rate, one to 
G1.67, and Providence city, one to 49.50; Providence county, as a 
whole, one to every 54,40; Washington county, one to 48.45, and the 
whole State, one to every 55.6'? of the population, 

The extremes of mortality were not so widely different in the year 
1878 as in the preceding year, in which the proportions varied from 
one in 172.09 of the population in Portsmouth, to one in 41.39 in 
Woonsocket. The largest percentage of deaths during the year 1878, 
was in the towu of Warren, which was one decedent to every 47.13 
persons, or 2.13 in each 100 of the population. Next following, one 
in 47.30 in Woonsocket; nest, one in 48.18 in Eaat Providence, and 
one in 50. C3 in Providence city, or 1.98 per cent, of the population. 
The large mortality in Oranston, during the year 1877, which was one 
in every 41.82, or 3.39 in each hundred, and owing, in a great meas- 
ure to unusual mortality in the institutions on the State Farm, 
diminished in 1878 to one in 64.64, or 1.55 in each 100 of the popn- 
lation. Three towns only report a death rate of more than two per 
cent., viz.: Warren, 3.12; Woonsocket, 2.11; Eaat Providence, 2.08. 

The minimum of mortality in any one of all the towns in the State, 
for the year 1878, is reported from New Slioreham, and is one death 
in every 127.44 persons, or but little more than three-quarters of one 
percent, of the population. 

The towns reporting a death rate of less than one i>er cent, for the 
year, are Now Shoreham, 0.78; Jitmestowu, 0.83; Tiverton, 0.85; 
Westerly, 0.38, and Johnston, 0.92. The mortality of Westerly has 
at«adily diminished during each of the last four years. In the year 
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1875, there was one death to every 65.9 of the population of that 
town, or a little more than one and one-half per cent. 

The death rate for the whole State, is one decedent to every 58.06 
of the population, or 1.72 in each 100. 

The returns of births, marriages, or deaths, for a single year, afford 
very uncertain data for definite conclusions, in regard to the social or 
sanitary conditions of the respective towns from which they are re- 
turned. 

In order to ascertain more definitely and correctly the relation of 
these events to the population of the several towns in the State, a 
Table is subjoined, which shows the number of these events in each 
year, in each of the several towns, and also the aggregates of the 
same for a period of four years, fi-om 1875 to 1878, inclusive, with 
the proportions of the average occurrence of the same, during the 
said period, to the population. 
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It !iit3 liceii before observed, that the retnnis from tlie dilTereiit 
towns of the number of births, marriages and deaths occurring in 
them respectivply, vary so much, oqo year with another, that nn ai>- 
proximate ratio of these events to the jiopnlation in those towns can 
be determined, except by a comparison of tlie average number of each 
in the retnrns for a aeriea of years. 

In Table XV" will be found the number of each of these events, in 
each of the -last four years of registration, together with the aggre- 
gate of the same in each of the towns, and in each of the counties 
during that period, and also a comparison of the average of these 
several events to the popnlatiou, on the basis of the Ceusiia of 1875, 

On consulting the Table, it will be seen that the proportions of the 
average number, for the whole period of four years, of the three 
classes of events, in the several towns, vary very greatly, as previonsly 
stated, in oomparisou with the population, but when aggregated into 
counties, the difference is considerably lessened, though oi'eu then they 
are far from uniform. While the average number of births in Woon- 
socket, for the period named, is one to every 32.03 of the population, 
the average of Jamestown is one to every 97.60. 

The towns in which the largest proportional number of births oc- 
curred, in the four yeans named, following Woonsoeket, are Lincoln, 
one birth in every 33,23; Pawtucket, one in 33.49; East Providence, 
one in 33.61; Bristol, one in 34,13. 

On Hie other hand, next to Jamestown, is Exeter, with the average 
of one birth to every 86,04 of the population; nest, Portsmouth, one 
in 76,48; Charlestown, one in 73.83, and New Shoreham, one in 
69.49. 

The towns of Providence conuty show an average birth, for the 
period of four years, of one to every 37.16; the towns of Newport 
coanty, an average of one birth to every 56.08; Providence city, one 
in every 38.70, and Newport city, one in every 37.01. 

The difference between the towns of Newport county and Newport 
city is quite remarkable. The average for the whole connty of New- 
port is one in every 43,24, and for Providence county, one in 38,03, 

The proportions of the avei-age, for the same period, of the other 
counties are: Bristol, one in every 43.24; Kent, one in 51.40; Wash- 
ington, one in 48.98, Average for the whole State, one birth in every 
40,06 of the population. 

The highest average mdrriage rate for the four years, is found in' the 
town of Fostorj that is, one person married to every 38,f>8 of the pop- 
ulation; the nest, in Hopkinton, one in 36.80; Westerly, oue in 38.48; 
Tiverton, one in 45,38, and Woonsoeket, one in 47.06, 

The towns having the lowest average ratcara Cranston, on© pei-son 
married to every 177.74 of the inhabitants; Jamestown, one in every 
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137.40; Lincoln, one in 112.82; Providence county, towns, one in 
60.00, and Newport city, one in 60.33, stand on nearly equal footing, 
while Providence city shows a record of one in every 50.36. But it 
must not be forgotten, that many of the marriages solemnized in tlie 
city of Providence are of parties who are residents of other towns in 
the State, and of other States, and the number reported does not, 
therefore, show the exact relation between the number of residents 
married and the population. 

The counties also vary considerably in the marriage rate. Wash- 
ington county leading, with the marriage of one person to every 48.98 
of the population, which is also the birth rate, or two children born 
to every marriage recorded. Providence county follows, with a rate 
of one to every 54.35; Newport county, one to 63.10; Kent county, 
one to 65.08, and Bristol county the smallest average, viz. : one to 
every 80.14 of the population. For the whole State, the mean 
average of the four years is one person married in every 55:32. 

The highest average death rate is found in the town of Woonsocket; 
that is, one decedent in every 45.96 of the population, or 2.18 in each 
100; next, Cranston, one in every 48.10, or 2.09 percent.; Lincoln, 
one in 49.30, or 2.03 per cent. These are the only towns having a 
death rate reaching as high as two per cent. 

Providence city shows an average rate of one decedent in every 
52.25, or 1.91 per cent, and the town of Warren, one in every 52.50, 
or 1.90 per cent. 

The lowest average death rate is found in Portsmouth; that is, one 
decedent in every 109.72 of the population, or 0.90 percent.; next. 
New Shoreham, one in 109.23, or 0.91 percent.; Smithfield, one in 
99.37, or about 1.00 per cent. These are all the towns having a death 
rate as low as one per cent, or less. With a rate of mortality but 
slightly higher, are Foster, Middletown and Jamestown. 

The average death rate for the counties varies from one in every 
56.05, or 1.78 per cent., in Providence county, to one in every 74.80, 
or 1.34 per cent., in Newport county. Newport county, towns, show 
only one decedent in every 89.81, or 1.10 per cent., while Newport 
city shows one in every 69.12, or 1.43 per cent. Providence county, 
towns, show one death in every 62.08, or 1.61 in each one hundred, 
while Providence city shows one in every 52.25, or 1.91 per cent. 

The other counties show the average rate of one decedent in every 
61.13, or 1.63 per cent., in Bristol county; one in every 69.96, or 1.43 
per cent., in Washington county, and one in every 74.62, or 1.30 per 
cent., in Kent county. 

For the whole State, the average of the four years is one decedent 
in every 59.87, or 1.67 in each 100 of the population. 
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Fur 11 min'e rjijiid compiirison of the iiverage iieretrntiige to tho poii- 
ulation of the births, marriages aud deaths, in the different counties, 
for the period of four years, from 1875 to 1878, inclnsive, the follow- 
ing synopsis is added: 

BirtbB ouu pcnton married Dcuthe 



Bristol Cuuntr 


*J.SS* 


80.14 




B1.40 


iB.oa 








Providcnc* Cmmtj' 


S8.1M 


M.36 


Waahinglon Coanty 


48.98 


48 S8 


Whole Slfllo 


«.(» 


M.3S 



It may be of interest to contrast the births, on the basis of each 
100 of the same, for the last four years, with the number of per- 
sona married, aud with the deaths for the same period, in each of 
the larger divisiona of the State. 

In Bristol county the aggregate of births for the period named, 
were 1,043; the number of persona married during the aame time 
were 550; giving nearly fonr births to every couple married, or nearly 
two births to every person entering the marriage state. The whole 
number of deaths in the same section, during the same time, were 
731. The proportions, therefore, stand aa follows: For every 100 
births there were {i9.13 deaths, and 36.36 mamages, or 52.73 peraous 
married. 

In Kent county for the same period, the aggregates were: births, 
1,683; marriages, 645; deaths, 1,097. The proportions in this county 
are, therefore, as follows: For every 100 births there were 40.74 mar- 
riages, or 81.48 persons married, and 69.36 persona died. 

In Newport county there were 3,073 births, 700 marriages and 
1,163 deaths. The ratio of these events iu this eoanty are, tliere- 
fore, for every 100 births, 33.50 marriages, or 67.00 persons married, 
and 56.05 persons died. 

In Providence county during the same period, there were 19,469 
births, 6,805 marriages and 13,197 deaths. The proportions will 
then he, for every 100 births there were 35.00 marriages, or 70.00 
persons married, and 67.78 deaths. 

In Washington connty for the same series of years, there were 1,637 
births, 819 marriages, and 1,147 deaths. The proportions for this 
connty are, therefore, m follows: For every 100 births there were 50 
marriages, or 100 persons married, and 70 persons died. 

In the whole State for the same period, there were 25,786 births; 
9,344 mamages, or 18,688 persons married, and 17,334 persons died. 
The proportions for the whole State are, therefore, for every 100 births 
there were 36.31 marriages, or 73.43 persons married, and 67.03 per- 
sons died. 
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The following recapitulatory summary, will present the foregoing 
remarks more concisely and clearly: 

Persons Married. Deaths. 

Bristol County To every 100 births there were 52.72 and 69.13 

Kent County To every 100 births there were 81.48 and 69.86 

Newport County To every 100 births there were 67.00 and 56.05 

Providence County To every 100 births there were 70.00 and 67.78 

Washington County To every 100 births there were 100.00 and 70.00 

Whole State To every 100 births there were 72.42 and 67.02 



Table XVI. 

Showing the proportions of Births, Marriages and Deaths, to the pop- 
ulation, in the aggregate for the tohole State, in 
each of the last ten ye-ars. 





BIRTHS. 


MARRIAGES. 


DEATHS. 


YEARS. 


Number. 


To popula- 
tion one 
birth in 


Number. 


Of popula- 
tion one 
person mar- 
ried in 


Number. 


Of popula- 
tion one 
death in 


Deaths in 
each 100 of 
the popu- 
lation. 


1869 


5,245 
5,215 
5,678 
6,143 
6,022 
6,466 
6,508 
6,329 
6,235 
6,714 


41.4 
41.7 
38.2 
35.4 
36.1 
39.9 
39.7 
40.8 
41.4 
38.5 


2,289 
2,362 
2,336 
2,537 
2,630 
2,541 
2,485 
2,253 
2,282 
2,324 


47.5 
46.0 
46.5 
42.9 
41.3 
50.8 
52.0 
57.3 
56.6 
55.7 


3,382 
3,238 
3,341 
4,247 
4,403 
4,229 
4,317 
4,116 
4,450 
4,441 


64.2 
67.1 
65.0 
51.2 
49.4 
61.1 
59.8 
62.7 
58.0 
58.1 


1.56 


1870 


1.49 


1871 


1.54 


1872 


1.95 


1873 

1874 


2.03 
1.64 


1875 

1876 


1.67 
1.59 


1877 '. 


1.72 


1878 


1.72 

















The number of births recorded in the State during the year 1878, 
is larger than that of any preceding year. Upon the basis of a com- 
parison made with the population according to the State Census of 
1875, t. e., 258,239 for the whole State, there was one birth to every 
38.46 of the population, or 2.6 per cent. The percentage is there- 
fore larger than during any year since the comparisons have been 
made on the basis of the Census of 1875, as shown in the preceding 
table. But upon a comparison with the population, as it actually 
existed during the year 1878, it is doubtful if there has been any pro- 
portional increase of importance. 
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The number of marriages during the year 1878 was slightly in ex- 
cess of that of the previous year, and also of the year 1876, but con- 
siderably less than in either of the years from 1872 to 1875, inclusive, 
and slightly less than in the years 1870 and 1871. Doubtless the 
continued prevalence of **dull times," and the almost universal in- 
difference toward investment in new enterprises, have contributed to 
lessen the number of matrimonial ventures. 

There is a slight decrease in the number of deaths reported in 1878, 
the difference, as seen in the precec^ing Table, being only nine, and not 
changing at all the general percentage. There might be hope that 
the increased number of deaths reported for the years 1877 and 1878, 
as compared with the previous three years, was attributable to in- 
creased interest in, and attention to, more careful and complete 
reports of deaths, but for the fact that the decedents reported for the 
two years last mentioned were only slightly in excess of those of the 
year 1873, being 47 and 38, respectively. 

By reference to the preceding Tables, it will be seen that the num- 
ber of births reported in the whole State, for the year 1878, exceed 
that for the year 1877 by 479, and for the year 1876 by 385. As be- 
fore stated, the number for the whole State is larger than in any 
previous year, and the aggregate for each of the several counties is 
also larger than for the year 1877. 
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In Tables I, II and III, on pages 2 to 6, inclusive, will be found the 
general statistics in relation to births in Rhode Island during the year 
1878. The whole number reportedi, is 6,714, which is larger by 479 
than during the year 1877, and larger by more than 200, of any pre- 
vious year in the history of the State. 

SEX OF THE CHILDREN BORN. 

Of the 6,714 children whose births were reported in 1878, there 
were 3,402 males, and 3,312 females. This gives 102.7 males to each 
100 females; or 50.67 males and 49:33 females in each 100 children. 
The following recapitulatory Table shows the numbers and sex, and 
the proportions of each sex of the children born in Rhode Island, in 
each of the last twenty-five years. 

Table XVII. 



Years. 

1854... 

1855 .. 

1856... 

1857... 

1858... 

1859... 

1860... 

1861... 

1862... 

1863... 

1864... 

1865... 

1866... 

1867.. 

1868... 

1869... 

1870... 

1871 .. . 

1872... 

1873... 

1874... 

1875... 

1876... 

1877... 

1878... 



Males. 



Males to each 
100 Females. 



Females. 100 Females. Males. 

1,003 107.8, or 51.87 

1,421 105.0, or 51.22 

1,407 :. . 105.1, or 51.25 

1,948 105.6, or 51.36 

2,053 107.2, or. 51.73 

,2,097 105 3, or 51.30 

.2,21^ 1023, or 50.57 

2,291 110.5, or 52.49 

1,967 109.4, or 52.25 

1,288 105.8, or 51.41 

1,942 100.3, or 50.09 

2,096 1,857 112.9, or 53.02 

.2,546 2,356 108.0, or 51.94 



.1,081. 
.1,492. 
.1,479. 
2,057. 
.2,200. 
.2,209. 
.2,263. 
.2,531. 
.2,152 
.1,892 
.1,949. 



.2,665. 
.2,745. 
.2,685. 
.2,679. 
.2,878. 
.3,085. 
.3,135. 
.3,311. 
.3,362. 
.3,291. 



.3,163 3,072. 



.3,402. 



.2,464 107.0, or 51 .87 

.2,627 104.5, or 51. 10 

.2,560 104.9, or 51.19 

.2,536 105.6, or 51.37 

.2,800 102.8, or 50.69 

.3,058 100.9, or 50.22 

.2,887 108.6, or 52.06 

.3,155 104.9, or 51.21 

.3,146 106.9, or 51.66 

.3,038 108.3, or 52.00 

103.0,ior 50.73 

102.7,or 50.67 



.3,312. 



Females. 

and 48.13 in 
and 48.78 in 
and 48.75 in 
and 48.64 in 
and 48.27 in 
and 48.70 in 
and 49.43 in 
and 47.51 in 
and 47.75 in 
and 48.59 in 
and 49.91 in 
and 46.98 in 
and 48.06 in 
and 48.13 in 
and 48.90 in 
and 48.81 in 
and 48.63 in 
and 49.31 in 
and 49.78 in 
and 47.94 in 
and 48.79 in 
and 48.34 in 
and 48.00 in 
and 49.27 in 
and 49.33 in 



each 100. 
each 100. 
each 100. 
each 100. 
each 100. 
each 100. 
each 100. 
each 100. 
each 100. 
each 100. 
each 100. 
each 100. 
each 100. 
each 100. 
each 100. 
each 100. 
each 100. 
each 100. 
each 100. 
each 100. 
each 100. 
each 100. 
each 100. 
each 100. 
each 100. 



26 Years 62,348 58,497 106.5, or 51.60 and 48.40 m each 100. 
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The niinibpr of male children, in 1S78, was 3.39 more tban in ISTr, 
and more than in any one of the twenty- four years preceding. The 
number of female children, in 1878, was 340 more than in 1877, and 
more than in any other preceding year. 



PROPORTION OF THE .SEXES. 

The proportion of males, 103.7 to 100 females, in the births of 1878, 
was 3.8 in each .100 leas than the average for the 25 years, inclusive. 
In only three of the preceding 2i years was the proportion of male 
children born less than in 1878. 

The proportion of the sexes, in any single year, varies greatly iu 
different portions of the State. The number and proportion in each 
division, in 1878, were as follows: 



Table XVIII. 



BIBTHS, 1818. 


|ij 


if 


a«^ 


s , 

p 


1 


IS 


1 


P 


11 




141 


240 
£04 


85 


I.1S7 


z 


sag 


2.m 
s,txis 


ll.SM 


3,m 
3,m 


* 




iSS 


me 


liST 


B.B28 
lOl.D 


z 

■ 


B8.1 


4,m 


S,K8S 
.106.8 




MnleatoGBclilOOFemalai.. 


.c«.. 



It will be seen, by examination of the above Table, that the propor- 
tion of births of males to females, in 1878, varies from 78.8 males to 
100 females, in Washington county, to 130.5 males to 100 females, in 
Bristol county. The proportion in Bristol county, in 1877, was 138.7, 
and in 1876, the very unusual ratio of 143.1 males to each 100 females. 
The change was very groat from the years 1871 and 1875, when tlie 
proportions were, respoctively, 98. 7 and 95.3 males to each 100 females. 
With the exception of the two years named, Bristol county has 
i-eturned a large excess of male births for the last sixteen yeivrs. 

In Kent county, the proportion of 130.6 males to 100 females, is 
larger than during any previous year since 1863. In Kewport county, 
towns, the males predominate, 118 to 100 females, while in Newport 
city the females are in excess, standing 88.1 males to each 100 females. 
In the whole county, the total of female births is also slightly in ex- 
cess of the mule births. In Waehington county, the number of female 
births is largely greater than that of the males, the proportion being 
78.S males to 100 females. But in the totjil births of Washington 



60 TWENTY-SIXTH REGISTRATION REPORT. [1878. 

county, for the whole period of registration, the males predominate. 
In Providence county, towns, the numbers of the sexes born are nearly 
equal, standing 101.5 males to 100 females. 

PROPORTION OF THE SEXES: PROVIDENCE CITY AND THE STATE. 

The question of the probability " tliat the different conditions of 
existence in town and country might influence the proportions of the 
sexes of the children born," has been considered in previous reports, 
and will be continued in this, by the comparison of the statistics of 
births in the city of Providence, which supplies the most essential 
conditions of city life, with those of the rest of the State. 

The number of children born in the city of Providence, during the 
year 1878, was 2,585, of whom 1,335 were males, and 1,250 were 
females. The proportion is, therefore, 106.8 males to each 100 
females, or 51.64 males and 48.36 females in each 100 children. 

In the rest of the State, during the same year, the number of births 
were 4,129, of which 2,067 were males, and 2,062 were females, or 
100.2 males to 100 females; or 50.06 males, and 49.94 females, in each 
100 children born. 

The following shows the proportion of the sexes of the children 
born, in Providence, and in the rest of the State, during the years 
1877 and 1878, and also in the twenty-five years from 1854 to 1878, 
inclusive: 

1877. 

Males to each 
Males. Females. 100 Females. Males. Females. 

Providence City 1,302 1,241 104.9, or 51.20 and 48.80 in each 100. 

Rest of the State 1,861 1,831 101.6, or 50.41 and 49.59 in each 100. 

1878. 

Males to each 
Males. Females. 100 Females. Males. Females. 

Providence City 1,335 1,250 106.8, or 51.64 and 48.36 in each 100. 

Rest of the State 2,067 2,062 100.2, or 50.06 and 49.94 in each 100. 

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS, 1854 TO 1878, INCLUSIVE. 

Males to each 
Males. Females. 100 Females. Males. Females. 

Providence City 24,051 22,774 105.6, or 51.36 and 48,64 in each 100. 

Rest of the State 38.297 35,723 107.2, or 51.74 and 48 26 in each 100. 

The foregoing comparisons show that although the proportional 
number of male births in the city of Providence, for the years 1877 
and 1878, were considerably in excess <5f the same in the rest of the 
State, for the same years, it does not hold good for the long period of 
twenty-five years. 
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The following Table, continued from the last report, shows the 
relative proportions of the sexes, in each division of the State, in eacli 
of the last sixteen years. Tliis Table does not show the contrast 
between Providence city and tlie rest of the State; the statistics are 
for the ** Whole State," and include those of the city. 



Table XIX. 



Number of Males to each 100 Females. 



BIRTHS. 


Bristol 
County. 


Kent 
County. 


Ne\vport ! 
County. 


Prbvidence 
County, 1 
Towns. 


Providence 
City. 


Washington 
County. 


o 
■.a 


1863 

1864 


120.0 
106.8 
119.3 
109.4 
115.5 
117.4 
115.7 
126.4 
131.8 
109.2 
129.2 
98.7 
95.2 
142.1 
138.7 
120.5 


96.4 

87.3 

118.2 

113.1 

98.3 

88.7 

116.7 

111.6 

97.9 

92.8 

113.0 

111.9 

103.1 

104.4 

102.4 

120.6 


97.0 

90.6 

108.8 

103.4 

117.8 

100.2 

102.7 

100.0 

132.5 

109.1 

117.9 

101.3 

97.7 

108.5 

98.5 

94.8 


101.8 
107.4 
118.9 
104.9 
106.3 
101.6 
98.0 
105.1 
100.8 
103.5 
104.5 
110.4 
104.3 
108.0 
100.3 
101.5 


111.4 
97.3 
113.8 
108.4 
104.5 
102.4 
107.5 
104 9 
95.2 
95.7 
109.0 
102.9 
109.1 
100.8 
104.9 
106.8 


108.7 
103.4 

88.1 
124.0 
120.4 
186.5 
120.6 

99.5 
113.3 
110.6 
104.7 

94.0 
184.3 
103.7 

95.3 

78.8 


105.8 
100.3 


1865 


112.9 


1866 ! 


108.0 


1867 


107.7 


1868 


104.5 


1869 


104.9 


1870 


105.6 


1871 

1872 


102.8 
100.9 


1878 


108.6 


1874 


104.9 


1875 


106.9 


1876 


108.3 


1877 


103.0 


1878 


102.7 



By reference to Table XIX, it will be seen, that although the male 
births have been in excess in each of the several divisions of the State, 
for much the larger number of the past sixteen years, they have not 
been uniformly so. In Bristol county, the female births were in 
excess in two of the sixteen years; in Kent county, in six years of the 
same; in Newport county, three years; in Providence county, towns, 
in only one of the sixteen; in Providence city, three of the years; in 
Providence county, including the city, in two; and in Washington 
county, in three of the sixteen years; while in the whole State, the 
male births, as before observed, have been in excess in every one of 
the years. The almost invariably large proportion of male births in 
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Bristol county, is quite remarkable, and especially during the lust 
three years, in which the average of male births lias been nbout 133 
to each 100 females. 

The smallest proportion of male births, during any one of the six- 
teen years, was in Washington county, in 1878, viz., 78.8 to each 100 
females. Washington county has, however, in some years, shown a 
very large proportion of male births, as in 1868, 136.5 males to each 
100 females, and in 1875, 134.3 males to 100 females. 



BIBTHS: SEX AND SEASON. 

In Table II, on page 4, will be found the number of births, as they 
occurred during the year 1878, arranged by the several months, and 
by the sexes. From it we ascertain the number of each of the sexes 
born during each quarter of the year, with their relative proportions, 
and also the aggregate and proportions of the same for the whole State. 

The following Table will present a summary of the quarterly periods, 
number of births and proportion of the sexes, for the same: 



MaleB to each 





Halw. 


Fenules. 


100 Females. 


Hales. Females. 


1. Jflnnarr-MflKh .. 


....887... 


785... 


...,108,6. or.... 


51.50 and 48.50 in each 109. 


3.Apcil^nne 










.889 


eu 


....10!l.8.or.... 


50 8Sand4»I7iQ«ach JOO 










Year, 1878 


.8,408.... 


... .8,813 


....1(«.T. or.... 


.. ..50.08 and 49.04 tn each 100. 



We continue the following Table from the last rejrort, which shows 
the number of male children born to each 100 female children, in each 
quarter of each of the last thirteen years: 



YBAB8. 


1878.1877. 




™. 


- 


1S7S. 


m.l^l..870. 


ISGB. 


ises.'isa;. 

1 


1886. 


FlrMQnarter 


l«.9107.fl 


105.7 


^7 


.... 


Dsa 


98. 


L L 


107.3 


10E.4!l05,5 


10S.7 


Second Qnartcr 


89.B 108.1 


loe.s 


,».» 


,«. 


105.0 


100. 


B6.o'aoo.8 


lOS.l 


™.8|.<«.B 


102.9 


Third Qanrter. 


m.U.. 


loe.o 


loe.i; loe.i 


loe.B 


101. 


M.s'jOl.0 


lOl.S 




113.8 


FoBrth Quarter 


■o.,oi«.. 


110.4 


lOT.OlOS.S 110.4 


105. 


IIB.O lOO.a 105.B 


"f- 


ue.8 


"-~ 


tea.7 los.o 


'"■ 


\ 1 

100-0^101.^08,6 


1 J 1,^ „ 

ioo.oia..8i«,0|io..o 


-!-!- 



The proportion of male to female children born during the year 
1878, in the whole State, was more nearly equal, than during any one 
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i of the liiat thirteen yeivra, except the jeiir IHTi. As iiauiil, thtre :irc 
[ oouaidei-ablo differoneos botweeu the several ({iiart^i-s uf the year, 
I thongh not bo gi'eat as in tlie larger ouniber of years. 

The number of male children born in the first quarter, howeva-, is 
larger in proportion than the average of the twelve previous years, 
while in the second ([narter, the number is not only smaller than the 
average of tlio twelve years previous, but considerably less than any 
other of the twelve, with the exception of IS?!. For the remuining 
two i^uarters, it will be Been that the excess of male births is not large 
in proportion, 

For the pnrpose of illnstrating more fully the possible iufluonee of 
season uiiou the development or causation of sex of the children born 
in Rhode Island, the following Table has beeti continned, which shows 
the number and sex of the children born in the State, in each f|uarter 
of the year, in the aggregate for seventeen years, from 1860 to 1876j 
inclusive; and also the proportion of the sexes in each quarter: 



1. JsniMry— March 10,600 10.038, or... 

S. April— rnuB 1D,;S0 10,035, or... 

8. jQly— Seplomber 11,618 11,083, or... 

..1S,385.,.. ..11,530, or... 



. . lOS.O, or ii.ia Olid 48.Tfl In tni'h 100 

. 10S.5, Di 51.58 iiiid 18.iX in mch 100 boni. 



Wliole No. of Yean. . , 



...4i!,6S6, 



In the 1-eport for the year 1879, the number may be extended to 
u period of twenty years, which may, perhaps further elucidate the 
question, thongh It is not at all probable that it will materially alter 
the resnlts shown in the above tabnlatiou. 



BIRTHS AND aSASON. 

As a queatiou not merely of speculative curiosity, bnt of considera- 
ble importance, the influence of seaaou upon human fiuitfulness may 
properly receive some attention. 

The following Table shows the total number of ehildreu, without 
regard to sex, born in the State of Rhode Island, {according to the 
retnrns,) in each qnarter of each of the last nine years; and also the 
aggregate number and the percentage of the aggregate in each quar- 
tar for twenty-five ycare, from 1853 to 1877, inclusive ; 
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1878, 


1877. 






- 


1B?3. 


imi. 


■- 


1856 1 


IW7. 






Numbor. 


Pi^r ecu I. 


Jwraarj-Miireh 


i,ae 


1.3W 


1,631 1.540' 1,4Si'l.3ffi 


1.S48 


i.m 


1.1B3 


W,4.7 


aa.Tg 




I.36G 


i.me 


1.4WU,B(b!i,655 1,3B9^1,«W 


i.m 


1,343 


ST,«ia 


83.88 




I.W1 


1,674 


1,668 1,008 


1,608 1.5881.603 


1,475 


i,aK 


)io,ai5 


SB a 


Oclobor— December 


I,7M 1,750 


1,641 !,fl8ll 


1,744| 1.6M 1.008 
1 


l,57B 


1,468 


BO,a!M 


ae.M 


«.i.v., 


e,7u B,as5 


1 


a,-«50s,{«!fl,na 


5,e™ 


„„ 


.,..». 


,».„ 



It will be noticed upon inspection of the above Table, that the re- 
ported occun-ence of births during the year 1878 has followed the 
general rule for the period of twenty-six years, in the occurrence of 
the smaller number of these events during the first half of the year. 
It may be said also to be the rule for the whole period of registration. 
It will also be observed, that during the last nine years the numbers 
have almost unifoi-mly increased regularly from the first quarter to 
the last. The reason, as has been suggested in previous reports, is, 
without question, due far more to defective registration (if not wholly) 
than to any influence of the season. 

It has been found that in those cities and sections where the returns 
of births are collected semi-annually, that no such disparity of num- 
bers of births, occurring in the earlier and later months of the year, 
exists, although the number still holds somewhat larger for the later 
months. 

The collector of returns, canvassing a town In the month of Jan- 
uary of a year succeeding that in which the births occurred, will fail 
to find many families in which there have been births during the first 
months of the previous year, for the reason that they have removed 
to other towns. Then, again, some parents even, from forgetfulness 
or heedlessness, and especially when a child dies during the first weeks 
or months of infancy, will fail to report to the collector when called 
upon. But for the hiter months of tlio year, in Rhode Island, the 
removal of families is very much less frequent, and the memory of 
heedless i>ersons called upon in the January following has not so long 
a i^riod of time to cover. 

It is, however, quite possible that the circumstances of season, the 
modes of living, the tcmiwrature and other meteorological conditions 
of the colder months, may have some influence in the aptness to 
rein-oductiou. 

The iiercentages of the different (juartors of the year 1878, were as 
follows: First quarter, 34.15; Second ([uarter, ;!3.30; Tliird quarter, 
25.78; Fourth quarter, 8(3.75. 
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^^H It will Ijc sccu tlijtt the perceutagos of the several iiuarters corres- 
^^^B pond very closely with the average percentages of the same qnurtere, 
^^^H for the period of twoaty-five years, scarcely exceeding one-half of 
^^V one per cent, in any instance. 

^^^1 The number and percentage of the period of twenty-five years has 
^^^H heeu continued, partly as a convenient and ample di.viBional period for 
^^V averages, and partly on account of the percentages of 1878 making 
^^m no appreciahle difference in t!io results. 

^^M Sy reference to Table I, page 3, in the division of births, there 
^^^V will be found the parentage of the children born in Rhode Island 
^^r dming the year 1878. It wilt be seen that of the whole number— 
^^1 6,714 — there were 2,887 of American parentage, 2,848 foreign, and 
^^K 979 of mixed parentage. 

^^^H The following Table will show the parentage of the children bora 
^^H in the State, and the variations of the same from year to year, in each 
^^^H of the last six years, and also the number and variations occurring in 
^^H three periods of five yeai-s each, from 1858 to 1872, inclusive: 

^H Tadle XXII. 


^^H FASESTiQB. 


""■ 


1B77. 


1B7B. 


187B. 


mi. 


1878. 


■£" 




'■£» 1 


^^B . . 


^848 
483 


2,1X6 
S,S4S 


S,585 
8,878 


a,TB7 
8.808 

3se 
4ea 


8,709 
8,M8 

m 

470 


2,7BJ 
8,B81 
878 
-3TS 


18^4 
18.388 

1,780 


B.968 
»41 


10,809 H 




^^H Am«. fHtber wd For. mothec. . . 


^M TOW. 
















6,714 


B,«M 


e,m 


B.S08 


.,« 


6,(wa 


l»,6B8 


81.887 


.,« I 


^^M In order to present the comparisons in a different and, pqrhaps, H 
^^^L clearer light, the following Table of percentages is subjoined: ^M 

L J 
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Table XXIII. 



PARENTAGE. 



American 

Foreign 

Amer. father and For. mother. . . 
For. father and Amer. mother.. . 

Total 



1878. 


1877. 


1876. 


1875. 


1874. 


1878. 


5 years. 

18iS8to 

1872. 


5 years. 

1868 to 

1867. 


48.00 


42.74 


40.84 


41.90 


41.80 


45.68 


44.17 


45.18 


42.82 


42.88 


46.40 


44.65 


45.59 


48.52 


44.72 


46.87 


6.35 


6.67 


6.59 


5.98 


5.84 


4.62 


4.89 


4.07 


7.88 


8.21 


8.17 


7.47 


7.27 


6.18 


6.22 


4.88 


100.00 


100.00 


100.00 


100.00 


100.00 


100.00 


100.00 


100.00 



6 years. 

1858 to 

1862. 



4850 

44.88 

8.72 

8.45 

100.00 



A study of the preceding Tables will show, as might reasonably be 
expected, that the number of births occurring among the different 
classes of the population, varies very considerably in the different years. 

The percentage of children of purely American parentage, in pro- 
portion to the whole number of births, had gradually declined for a 
series of years, until in 1876, it was only 40.84; in 1877, it had risen 
to 42.74; and in 1878, to 43.00 in each 100. 

Of the children of purely foreign parentage, the percentage has 
been in excess of the purely American, for a considerable number of 
years, with the exceptions of 1873, 1877 and 1878. 

Of the class of mixed parentage, the percentage of births has steadily 
increased up to the year 1878, in which there was a slight decrease. 
The social sentiment has evidently been increasing in the direction of 
the breaking down of class distinctions dependent on nativity, and 
the slight pause during the year 1878, will doubtless be temporary. 

Table XXII shows that there were, in 1878, more foreign than 
American fathers, and more American than foreign mothers* Inas- 
much as it is conceded that foreign mothers are more prolific on Amer- 
ican soil than native American mothers, the natural inference would 
be that more American wives have foreign husbands, than vice versa, 
and such will be found to be true, when the subject of marriages is 
taken up. 

Table XXIII shows a larger percentage of children born, in 1878, 
of purely American than purely foreign parentage. But this is true 
only in the proportion to the whole number of births during the year, 
and not in the proportion of the births to the whole population. 
There being a larger American than foreign population, we should 
expect, all other things being equal, that there would be not only a 
larger number of births of American parentage, but that the per- 
centage would be in an equal ratio with the population. Such, how- 
ever, is not the fact. 




By the Census of 1875, tlie popiiktiui 
H3 follows: 



aecordiug to piii 



Foreiipi ISBpSlT, or 47 .BS per cent. 

The above eimmeration was in accordance with the nativity of the 
fiitliera, and for reasons stated above, slightly in favor of the foreign 
element. If, now, we compare the number of children horn in the 
different ehiasos, in 1878, with the proportion the same ciassea bear to 
the whole population, we shall find that of each 100 children born, 
49.89 had. American fathers, and 50.11 had foreign fathers. 

In order to contrast the number and percentages of the children 
born in the different classes, as seen in the two piticeding Tables, with 
the j>ercentage8 according to the population, for the same number of 
years, tiie following Table is introduced; 

Table XXIV. 



OHILDHEN WITH 


1818. 


18n. 


187B. 


1876. 


1874. 


1873. 


;« 


IBOT. 


'£" 


Am<Ti™a(«thcr5 


«.«» 


49-41 


4G.4S 


«.S6 


4T.14 


M.a) 


49.06 


49. £5 


SSt.SSl 


Foreign falhcra 


W.U 


sa.u 


sa.oT 


ss.ia 


s&.m 


,.., 


S0.94 


BO.TS 


47.18 


Au,e,i«.D mother, 


60.88 


M.BS 


49.01 


48.87 


«.or 


3I.8B 


fiO.SS 


49. a 


BI.9B 


Fo«ign»oth.» 


48 m' 4B.0B 


so.w 


xm[ sa.sa 


«" 


4S.61 


B0.44 


4S.CG 



It will be seen that the percentage of children born of American 
parentage, has been almost uniformly less than the proportion of the 
American, to the whole population, and the i>ereentage of children 
born of foreign parentage, has been ecpially uniform in being larger 
than the proportion of that class to the whole population. 

The proportions of the children born uf the different claaaoe of 
parentage, vary much more in the different sections of the State, than 
in the whole State, from year to year. 

The towns having a population almost wholly engaged in agricultural 
pursuits, have un almost wholly American population, while in many of 
the large mannfacturing towns, the population is very largely foreign. 

The parentage of children born in the several towns, would, there- 
fore, be in some near proportion to class population. 

The towns which reported births of children of purely foreign 
parentage largely in excess of those of purely American parentage, 
in 1878, are as follows, with the approximate ratio of each excess, 
viz.: Lincoln, 350 percent. ; North Smithfield, -300 percent. ; Woon- 
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socket, 246 per cent; Warren, 176 per cent.; Cnmberland, 90 per 
cent.; and Burrillville, 57 per cent. But three other towns reported 
an excess of same parentage, viz.: Providence city, 1 per cent.; 
Cranston, 11 per cent.; and Newport city, about 3 per cent. 

The following towns reported, in the whole of births of foreign 
parentage, only the small numbers appended to each, resi^jc lively, 
viz.: Barrington, 2; Middletown, 1; Charlestown, 3; Exeter, 1; 
Hopkinton, 4; South Kingstown, 5; Scituate, 6; Portsmouth, North 
Providence and Richmond, 9 each. 

The following towns reported no births of foreign parentage, viz.: 
West Greenwich, Jamestown, Little Comptou, New Shoreham and 
Foster. 

COLORED CHILDREN. 

The number of births of children of colored parentage, reported for 
the year 1878, is 172. They are always included in the general statis- 
tics of births, but having some special importance as to the survival 
of the race, and other questions, they have had a separate considera- 
tion. The number is larger by 4 than that of 1877. Larger by 1 
than that of 1876, and larger by 16 than that of 1875. 

In regard to sex, the numbers and proportions were as follows, viz. : 
Males, 79; females, 93; or 46.00 males and 54.00 females in each 100 
births; or 85.00 males to each 100 females. 

The towns reporting colored births in 1878, and the number in each, 
are as follows: 

Bristol 8 East Providence 2 Hopkinton 4 

East Greenwich 2 Johnston 2 North Kingstown 2 

Warwick 4 Lincoln 1 South Kingstown 9 

Newport City 27 Pawtucket 2 Westerly 2 

Cranston 2 Charlestown 1 Providence City 104 

Total 172. 

The towns from which no returns of births of colored children were 
made for the year 1878, are as follows, viz. : Barrington, Warren, 
Coventry, West Greenwich, Jamestown, Little Compton, Middletown, 
New Shoreham, Portsmouth, Tiverton, Burrillville, Cumberland, 
Foster, Glocester, North Providence,. North Smithfield, Scituate, 
Smithfield, Woonsocket, Exeter and Richmond. 

NUMBER OF THE CHILD OF THE MOTHER. 

The following Table shows the number of the child of the mother; 
that is, how many of the children born were reported as the first, sec- 
ond, third, &c., of their respective mothers. The statistics on this 
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subject begin with the year 1857, and the following Table includes 
the children reported in 1878, as well as those in the twenty-one years 
from 1857 to 1877, inclusive, and also tlie total for twenty-two years, 
1857 to 1878, inclusive: 

Table XXV. 



Number of thb Child of the Mother. 



First.... 

Second 

Third 

Fourth. 

Fifth 

Sixth 

Seventh 

Eighth 

Ninth 

Tenth 

Eleventh 

Twelfth 

Thirteenth 

Fourteenth 

• 

Fifteenth 

Sixteenth 

Seventeenth 

Eighteenth... . 

Nineteenth 

Twentieth 

Twenty-first. . . . 
Twentynaecond. 



Total. 



1878. 


21 years. 
1857 to 1877. 


22 years. 
1857 to 1878. 


1,462 


25,806 


27,268 


1,360 


21,127 


22,487 


1,069 


16,356 


17,425 


826 


12,202 


13,028 


589 


9,096 


9,685 


489 


6,510 


6,999 


319 


4,668 


4,887 


238 


3,078 


3,316 


136 


2,064 


2,200 


96 


1,346 


1,442 


54 


752 


806 


38 


460 


498 


18 


224 


242 


8 


114 


122 


7 


63 


70 


2 


31 


33 


1 


24 


25 


1 


6 


7 





5 


5 





3 


3 


1 


2 


3 





2 


2 


6,714 


103,839 


110,653 



The proportion of the first children of the mother, born in Rhode 
Island during the year 1878, according to the returns, was 21.77 in 
each 100; in 1877, it was 22.93 in each 100, and in the average for 
twenty-one years, 1857 to 1877, inclusive, it was 24.85 in each 100. 

The proportion of second children in 1878, was 20.26 in each 100; 
in 1877, it was 20.98, and the average for twenty-one years, as above, 
it was 20.35 in each 100. 
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The proportions of both first and second elaasee of number of child, 
are smaller for 1878 than foi' the average of the twenty-one previous 
years; that is, from 1857 to 1877, inclusive. 

In nearly every year there are births, the record of which does not 
give the numher of child of the mother; consequently, the above Table 
does not include all the children born and recorded during the periods 
named. 

The following Table shows what percentage of the children born in 
each of the last eleven years, were the first, second, &c., children of 
the mothers: 

Table XXVI. 



-"—""■"-■ 


1878. 


IBI7. 


1W8. 


«^. 


lea. 


,™. 


1B72. 


W 


isra. lSfl9. jisea. 


Hrat 


so.w 


1».98 


BO.BS 

ia.no 

8.« 


ai-80 

11 .rs 
a. SI 


SB.M 

ai.09 

13. BS 
W.K 

e.Bfl 


vr 






iM *l' ffi as' 37 M 


Second 


I 


m 
as 






" 


« ao (m' 10 H3 


Third 


::: 


T 


1 j^ ^. ^^ ^ 


Fonrtta 

Fifth 


8,w', 9.07 


„|. 


3 ■:;■;: 


Slithandorer 


fa.oi' si.es 


SI .30 


80,00 


;;::i: 


ss 


»:" 


81 


:i: 


IB' 10-ai is.as 














loa.m 

















From the above Table, it will be perceived that the pei-centages of 
first and second children of the mother, born in 1878, were the small- 
est on record during the last cloven years, and the percentages of the 
third and fourth, were the largest of any one of the same number of 
years. It will also be noticed, that the aggregate percentages of the 
classes, from the first to the fiftli, inclusive, of the year 1878, is larger 
than any other recorded during the same period of eleven years. 



PLURALITY BIRTHS. 

The statistics of the plurality births in Rhode Island, for 1678, may 
be found on page C, Table III. It will be seen that there were fifty- 
six cases of plurality births during the year; fifty-five of twins and 
one of triplets — one male and two females— in Woonsocket, in the 
month of May, and of Irish parentage. The number of children was 
113, of which 74 were males, and 39 were females. Of the 5'6 cases, 
37 were in Providence city; 14 in the towns of Providence county; 6 
in Newport county; 5 in Kent county; 3 in Washington county, and 
1 in Bristol county. 

The parentage of the same was as follows: Of the cases, 18 were 
purely American, or less than one-third; 19 were of Irish parentage; 



1878.] BIRTHS. 71 

8 of British American; 3 of English; 3 of German, and 5 of mixed 
parentage, of which 4 were of American fathers. 

For a period of twenty-six years, viz., from 1853 to 1878, inclusive, 
the general statistics of births in Rhode Island are as follows: 

130,691 cases of single births giving 130,691 children. 

1,299 cases of twin births giving 2,598 children. 

18 cases of triple births ." giving 54 children. 

122,008 cases of child-birth giving 123,348 children. 

Of the whole number of cases of child-birth (122,008) in the 
twenty-six years, one in 93.9 produced twins, and one in 6,781 pro- 
duced triplets. 

Of the whole number of children born during the same period, 
(123,343,) according to the statistics, one in every 47 was a twin, and 
one in every 2,283 was a triplet. 

Of the 1,317 cases of plurality births in the twenty-six years, there 
were 560 in which both parents were American; 642 cases in which 
both parents were foreign; 107 cases in which the parentage was 
mixed, and 8 of which the parentage was unknown. 

The whole number of children born in plurality cases during the 
twenty-six years, was 2,652, of whom 1,328 were males, and 1,320 
were females; the sex of the remaining four was not given. 

STILL-BORN CHILDREN. 

The statistics in relation to still-born children, as stated in previous 
reports, are obtained from the returns of deaths, but are not num- 
bered with, or in any way included in, the statistics of deaths of this 
or previous reports. 

For the reason that they occupy a somewhat anomalous position in 
the statistics of life and death, they are given a separate consideration. 

The whole number of still-born children reported in Rhode Island 
for the year 1878, was 248; this is 6 more than for the year 1877, 
and 25 more than for 1876. 

The following are the numbers reported from the different larger 
divisions of the State: 

Bristol County 16 Providence County, Towns 55 

Kent County 9 Providence City 139 

Newport County. Towns 4 Washington County 9 

Newport City 16 Whole State 248 

There were nine towns from which no report of still-born children 
was received, 4 less than in 1877, and 5 less than in 1876, 
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Sex, — Of the 248 still-born children, 149 were males, and 99 were 
females. 

Parentage, — Of the 248 births of this class, the parentage was 
divided as follows: 

American parents 120 

Foreign parents 101 

American father and foreign mother 18 

Foreign father and American mother 9 



Whole number. 



.248 



Color, — The divisions of the still-born children, in respect to color, 
were as follows: 



White 236 Black. 



.12 



The number of colored children was 3 less than in 1877, 2 more 
than in 1876, and 8 less than in 1875. 

Of the white still-born children, there were 9 more than in 1877, 
and 23 more than in 1876. 

Season, — The number of still-born children reported in each of the 
several months of 1878, was as follows: 



January 19 

February 19 

March 28 

April 19 



May 14 

June 16 

July 19 

August 24 



September 22 

October 22 

November 21 

December 25 



Total. 



.248 



SUMMARY OF STILL-BORN. 

The following Table shows the number and sex of the still-born 
children, whose births were reported in Rhode Island, during the 
period from June 1, 1852, to December 31, 1872, and for each of the 
last six years: 

Table XXVI. 



SEX. 


1878. 


1877. 


1876. 


1875. 


1874. 


1873. 


June 1, 1852, 

to 
Dec. 31, 1872. 


Total. 


Males 


149 
99 


147 
95 


131 
92 


183 

113 


172 
105 


145 
83 


1,966 

1,303 

52 


2,843 

1,890 

52 


Females.. 


Sex not stated .... 


















Total 


248 


242 


223 


246 


277 


228 


3,321 


4,785 




• 



1878, J 



73 



i 



It wiil bo seen that the whole number of stiU-births reported in the 
State since June 1, 1852, ia 4,785. Of the aex of ihia number, there 
were 2,843 males; 1,890 femalea, and of 53 the aex was not given. 
The ratio of occurrence, in regard to sex, would therefore be ss fol- 
lows: In each 100 children there were GO males, and 40 females; or 
for every 100 females, there were 150 males. 

It will bo seen, also, thatrthe proportion for the year ISTO, ia almost 
exactly the same as the average of a period of more than twenty-sis 
years. Why there should he constantly, in every year, so large an 
excess of males among the still-born, is a question of difficult solu- 
tion. 

Ifativity of Parentage. — This subject is again brought forward, to 
illustrate a change that haa taken place in regard to the proportional 
number of still-horn children, in each year, of American and foreign 
origin, reapeetively. The following quotation from the Report of 
1877, will explain the point quite fnlly : 

" It is only since 1859 that the parentage of still-horn children has 
been recorded; from that year to 1876, inclusive, the number of still- 
born children reported in Rhode Island was 3,439; of American 
parentage, 1,511; of foreign parentage, 1,926; and of 3 the parentage 
was not stated. The proportions are 43.96 of American and 56.04 
of foreign parentage in each 100; or 137.4 children of foreign paren- 
tage to each 100 of American parentage. To these statistics for the 
period of 18 years, the statistics of 1877 present a marked contrast. 
In this year we find the very unnsnal fact, that the Btill-hom children 
of American parentage considerably exceed those of foreign parentage; 
the numbers and proportions being as follows: Whole number, 343; 
of American parentage, 129; of foreign parentage, 113; 53.31 of 
American, and 46.69 of foreign parentage in each 100; or 87.6 of 
foreign to each 100 of American parentage." 

The circumstance alluded to, of a largely increased percentage of 
still-births of American parentage in 1877, haa occurred again in 1878, 
in a still larger proportional number. 

Tlie whole number for the year was 348. Of these (the fathers 
representing the nationality), 138 were of American origin, and 110 
of foreign origin. The proportions therefore, are 55.65 of American 
and 44.35 of foreign parentage, in each 100, or 135.50 still-birtha of 
American to each 100 of foreign parentage. 

The following Table shows more exactly the parentage of the still- 
born; the flret letter indicating the birth-place of the father, and 
the second, that of the mother; the numbers given are the statistics 
for 1878. 
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A. — American; I. — Irish; E. — English; B. A. — British American; 
S. — Scotch; 6. — German; F. — French; P. — Portuguese; It. — Italian; 
D. — Dutch; Sw. — Swede. 

















A. and A 


..120 
.. 72 
.. 11 
.. 9 
.. 8 
.. 3 


A. and B. A . . . . 

G. andG 

I. and A 

A.andS 

S. andA 

E. and I 


... 3 
.... 2 
.... 2 

... 2 
.... 2 
.... 2 


A. and E 1 • 


G. and A 

I. andE 

S. andE 

F andB.A... 

A. and D 

F. andl 

Total..... 




I. and I 

A. andl 

B. A. and B. A. . 


S. andS 1 

B. A. and A 1 

F. and E 1 




E. andE 

E. and A 


Sw. andSw 1 

It. and It 1 








...248 



The above resume shows, that of the 248 still-born children in 1878, 
120 were of purely American parentage; 72 were 6f purely Irish 
parentage; 9 of purely British American; and 8 of purely English 
parentage. Taking the numbers according to the nativity of the 
fathers, it will be found that 138 were of American, and 110 of foreign 
parentage. Of the 110,^75 had Irish fathers; 13 had English fathers; 
10 had British American fathers; 4 had Scotch fathers; 3 had German 
fathers; and 3 had French fathers; of Swedish and Italian fathers, 
each 1. 

Season of Still-births, — The following summary will show the num- 
ber of still-births that have been reported in Khode Island, during a 
period of twenty-six years, from 1853 to 1878, inclusive, with the 
months and quarters in which they occcurred: 



Stlll-born— TwENTT-six YEARS— 1853-1878. Season. 



January 430 

February 399 

March 383 



Ist Quarter 1,212 



April. 
May.. 
June. 



. 367 
. 371 
. 350 



2d Quarter 1,088 



July 406 

August 433 

September 392 

3d Quarter 1,231 



October 364 

November 402 

December 449 



4th Quarter 1,215 



First six months, 2,300; second six months, 2,446; unknown, 39; total, 4,785. 



MARRIAGES, 1878. 



The number of marriages reported in Rhode Island in 1878, was 
2,324. This number is larger by 142 than in 1877. The number of 
marriages in each division of the State, in each month and quarter of 
the year 1878, may be found in Table IV, page 7. 

SEASON. 

The number and percentage of the marriages in Rhode Island, 
in each quarter of the year 1878, may be found in the following 
Table, together with the aggregate number and percentage in each 
quarter, for the twenty-five years previous, viz., from 1853 to 1877, 
inclusive: 

Table XXVIIl. 



YEAES. 



(Number... 

1878 •< 

I Percentage 

25 Years. i Number . . . 
1853-1877 1 Percentage 



First 
Quarter. 


Second 
Quarter. 


Third 
Quarter. 


Fourth 
Quarter. 


517 


570 


558 


679 


22.25 


24.52 


24.01 


29.22 


10,824 


11,930 


11,434 


14,325 


22.31 


24.60 


23.60 


29.49 



Whole 
Year. 



2,324 
100.00 

48,513 
100.00 



It will be observed that the largest percentage of marriages occurred 
not only in the last quarter of the year 1878, but also in the per- 
centage of the aggregate of the last quarters for the previous twenty- 
five years. This rule, which has prevailed so uniformly for so length- 
ened a term of years, has been variously accounted for. Doubtless 
the approach of the colder season, and the almost universal disposition 
to closer companionship during its continuance, aided by the increased 
social proclivities and warmer manifestations of sentiment and affec- 
tion during the holiday season, contribute largely to the result. 

It will also be observed that the smallest number of marriages, in 
any one of the quarterly divisions of the year, has been uniformly in 
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the first quarter, during the whole period of registration, Coiisider- 
ing the eccloeiastical sentiments of a largo proportion of the popula- 
tion in regard to the performance of the ceremony of marriage during 
the Lenten season, and the largely inereaacd ratio of the previous 
quarter (one extreme following another), it is not at all remarkable 
that the percentage is ao much smaller for tiie first quarter. 

NATIVITY OF PERSONS MARRIED. 

The following Table shows the number of marriages, according to 
the nativity of the parties, for each of the la^t eleven years, and also 
for the aggregate of twenty years, from 1858 to 1877, inclusive: 

Table XXIX. 



BIBTH-PLACE. 


1878. 


I8it- 


im. 


... 


167^. 1873. 


«. 


,m. 


1870. 


I86B. 


1BS8. 


Tolal. 


United SttiM 


1,455 


1,407 


im 


1,497 


,.»',.» 


1,488 


1,40S 


1,4*9 


1,953 


1,4«4 


l!5,67i 


Foreign Conntries 


m 


tx 


513 


BU 




990 


K» 


eK 


m 


ill 


10,903 


Am. groom, for, brido 


m 


m 


141 


191 


15i' 138 


ISS 


IBT 


ISO 


D9 


t3S 


3,410 


For, groom. Am, bridB 


m 


SOS 
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2ia 
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3M 
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IS 


181 


leo 


S,700 
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The nnmber of marriages reported by nativity in 1878, shows an 
increase in those of purely American birth over the two previous 
years, 1876-1877, and also an increase in number in the class of Amer- 
ican groom and foreign bride for the same time. 

The number of marriages among parties of purely foreign birth has 
almost constantly decreased, from year to year, for the last decade; the 
three years last past having each a less nnmber than any one of the 
first three in the ten years, and is smaller for the year 1878 than for 
any previous year since 1865. 

The reason is obvious. The proportional number of adults of 
strictly foreign birth, among the so called foreign population, is 
rapidly decreasing; diminished by lessened immigration and by death. 
The number of those in the periods of life in which the maniage re- 
lation is moat frequently assumed, is fast diminishing from advancing 
age. The number of marriages of persons of purely foreign birth 
must, therefore, under the existing order of events, continue to de- 
crease, while the number of those horn of parents of foreign birth, but 
are of themselves of American birth, and rapidly attaining the mar- 
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riageable age, are eteadiij increasing, and must continue to help swell 
I the number of mamages of native citizens. 

There has been a gradnal increase in the nnmber of mixed uiar- 
[riages, though in a somewhat in-egular manner, during the whole 
I period of the registration of the same. It is an evidence that the 
[caste prejudice of nationality is gradually diminishing. 

In the following Table are given the percentages of American, for- 
leign and mixed marriages in several years, and in the aggregate for 
rthe twenty years, 18.58 to 1877, inclusive. By mixed marriages are 
T meant those where one pai-ty was of American and the other of foreign 
I birth: 

Table XXX. 





BIRTH 
PLACE. 


IffiB. 


,». 


™. 


■„. 


wr*. 


im. 


im. 


™. 


ISTO. 


,„. 


1886. 


IBM. 


Wyw. 


United autee 
Po. Countries 
Mixed 


Sl.SS 
1(1.18 


m.aj 


82,83 
IB.OO 


50 H 
E4.70 

...» 


58-84 
13,81 


el. GO 
■US DO 
11-71 


iff. 20 
14. IS 


woe 

18.19 


13.(12 


«.08 
18.30 


Il-9fl 


63.38 

as. 64 


81 .aa 

£6-10 
19-48 


ToUl 


100.00 


100.00 100.00 loo.oo 100.00 


100.00 


100.00 100.00 100.00 


100 oo'ioo Jioo oo'ioo 00 



It will be observed that the number of marriages of persims of 
J American birth, in 1878, is not only larger than in the two previous 
I years, bnt that the percentage, in compariaoii with all others, is larger. 
T than for any year siuco ]8{J8. 

It will be seen, also, that the marriages of jiersons of foreign birth 
[ have gradnally decreased in percentage as well as in nnmber, while 
the marriages of those of mixed nativity have as gradually increased 
I in percentage. 

In comparison with the average of twenty years, the percentage of 

I marriages of persons of strictly American birth is somewhat larger; 

I the percentage of those of mixed nationality is larger by about 30 per 

cent,, while the percentage of marriages of persons of strictly foreign 

I nativity has decreased nearly 30 per cent. 

AGE3 OS PEKSONe MARRIED. 

The number of persons married in Rhode Island, during the year 
1878, in the different periods of life, is shown in Tahlo V, on page 8. 
The nnmber of each ses, in each division of age, can also be found in 
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The curiosities of matrimonial alliances continue fo be csliibitetl 
from year to year, liy reference to Table V, on the eighth page, the 
eccentricities of taste in regard to conjugal companionship arc striking- 
ly presented. For instance, three men between 55 and GO years of 
age married women between 20 and 35; three of same age, married 
women between 25 and 30, and four of same age, married women be- 
tween 30 and 35. But of greater singularity, are the instances of 
eleven women between the ages of 35 and 40, marrying men between 
26 and 30; three between the ages of 40 and 45, marrying men be- 
tween a5 and 30; one woman between 45 and 50, married a man 
between 25 and 30; one woman between 50 and 55, married a man 
between 30 and 35; and one woman between GO and 65, married a 
man between 40 and 45. 

The following Table shows the number of pereons married in Rhode 
Island, including both aexes, in each division of ages, in each of the . 
last thirteen years, from 1866 to 1878, inchisivo: 

Table XXXII. 



YEARS. 
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The number of persons married in 1878, under twenty years of age, 
was less than in any one of the preceding twelve years; of those be- 
tween 20 and 25 years there were 87 more than in 1877, and 91 more 
than in 1876. The number is larger than in 1877, in the third, fifth, 
sixth, tenth, eleventh, and thirteenth divisions of age. The number 
between 35 and 40 is the largest, with one exception, and between 40 
and 45, without exception, in the last thirteen years; and between 70 
and 75 the smallest, with one exception, for the same period. 



PROPORTION OF SEX. 



The following Tables will show the percentages of males and fe- 
males married, in each division of ages, in each of the last nineteen 
years : 
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rABLE XXXIII. 



YEARS. 


Under 20. 


20 to 25. 


25 to 30. 


30 to 40. 


40 to 50. 


50 & over. 


Total. 




1860 


5.0 


42.8 


26.9 


16.3 


5.7 


3.3 


100.00 




1861 


4.6 
4.2 


44.5 
37.8 


25.4 
27.9 


15.5 
18.3 


5.8 
5.9 


4.2 
5.9 


100.00 




1862 


100.00 




1863 


3.5 


38.0 


29.6 


17.2 


5.8 


5.9 


100.00 




1864 


4.3 


38.8 


27.3 


17.9 


7.4 


4.3 


100.00 




1865 


3.5 


37.0 


28.4 


18.9 


7.5 


4.7 


100.00 




1866 


5.3 


40.9 


27.0 


16.4 


6.3 


4.1 


100.00 




1867 


4.3 
4.1 
4.3 
4.8 
5.3 


40.1 
39.9 
39.6 
40.4 
40.1 - 


27.9 
28.2 
• 27.7 
28.1 
28.9 


16.8 
17.1 
18.5 
16.0 
16.5 


6.8 
6.1 
6.1 
6.4 
4.9 


4.1 
4.6 
3.8 
4.3 
4.3 


100.00 


• 


1868 


100.00 




1869 


100.00 


< 


1870.... 


100.00 




JL ^J 1 Asaaaaa-a • aaaaaaaaaaaa*** 


100.00 




1872 


4.3 


41.3 


28.2 


16.6 


5.2 


4.4 


100.00 




1873 . . 


3.8 
4.1 
3.5 


42.4 
40.4 
40.9 


26.7 
27.2 

27.8 


17.0 
17.5 
17.5 


6.0 
6.4 
6.1 


4.1 
4.4 
4.2 


100.00 




1874. r. 


100.00 




1875 


100.00 




1876 


5.1 
4.3 


37.5 
36.0 


28.6 
•30.2 


17.9 
18.7 


5.6 
5.9 


4.3 
4.9 


100.00 




1877 


100.00 




.1878.. 


3.9 


38.5 


29.0 


18.0 


6.3 


4.3 


100.00 
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Table XXXIV. 



YKARS. 


Under 20. 


20 to 25. 


25 to 30. 


30 to 40. 


40 to 50. 


50 & over. 


Total. 




1860 

1861 


25.8 
29.6 
24.9 
24.9 
24.2 
22.6 
24.7 
25.4 
24.4 
24.1 
26.8 
24.6 
26.7 
25.3 
26.3 
23.9 
25.6 
23.4 
22.7 


44.1 
42.0 
41.3 
42.6 
43.4 
42.3 
42.9 
40.5 
40.9 
40.5 
39.4 
41.9 
40.5 
40.8 
88.1 
42.1 
39.8 
40.4 
40.4 


17.0 
15.2 
16.7 
16.9 
17.8 
19.1 
17.4 
19.3 
18.1 
18.7 
17.9 
19.1 
18.4 
17.5 
19.3 
16.8 
17.6 
18.8 
19.3 


9.1 

7.8 
11.8 

9.8 
10.3 
11.0 
11.0 
10.0 
11.6 
12.1 
10.8 
10.1 

9.9 
12.0 
11.1 
11.8 
12.0 
12.1 
12.2 


2.6 
4.1 
4.1 
4.1 
2.9 
3.5 
2.7 
3.4 
3.3 
3.4 
3.9 
3.1 
3.2 
2.7 
3.9 
4.0 
3.7 
3.6 
3.8 


1.4 
1.3 
1.2 
1.7 
1.4 
1.5 
1.3 
1.4 
1.7 
1.2 
1.2 
1.2 
1.3 
1.7 
1.3 
1.4 
1.3 
1.7 
1.6 


100.00 
100.00 




1862 

1863 


100.00 
100.00 




1864 


100.00 




1865 


100.00 




1866 

1867.. 


100.00 
100.00 




1868 

1869 


100.00 
100.00 


1870 


100.00 


N 


1871 

1872 

1873 


100.00 
100.00 
100.00 




1874 


100.00 




1875 


100.00 




1876 


100.00 




1877 


100.00 




.1878 


100.00 



The great difference between the number of males and the number 
of females who enter the marriage state under the age of 20 years, 
as shown in the above Tables, will not fail to be noticed. In the 
year 1878, for every 4 males married under 20 years of age, there 
were nearly 23 females married under the same age. 

In the second division, i. e. from 20 to 25 years of age, the per- 
centages for 1878 approximate very closely, standing about 38 males 
to 40 females. In the third division, i. e. from 25 to 30, they again 
diverge, standing for the same year at about 150 males married to each 
100 females. The same proportion also holds for the division of ages 
from 30 to 40. After 40 years of age, the percentage of males mar- 
ried increases to one, two, and in some years, even three hundred per 
cent, above that of females. 

Of all the persons married during any one of the last nineteen 
years, there has been no year in which there were as many as six 
males, above 50 years of age, married in each 100 marriages; nor any 
year in which there were as many as two females, above the same age, 
married in each 100 marriages. 
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COLORED MARRIAGES. 



There were 80 marriages of persons of color in Rhode Island during 
the year 1878. They were reported from the following towns, the 
number in each town being set opposite the name: 



Providence City 54 East Providence 

Newport City 10 Lincoln 

Richmond 8 Scitaate 

Pawtucket 2 Charlestown 

East Greenwich 2 Hopkinton 

Warwick 2 North Kingstown 

South Kingstown 1 

The whole number is 16 larger than in 1877, and 21 larger than in 
1876. It may be of interest to see what the proportion of colored 
persons married in 1876, 1877 and 1878, bears each year to the whole 
number of colored persons in the State, and also the proportions of 
the same compared with the proportions which the whole number of 
persons married bears to the whole population of the State, for the 
same periods of time. 

1878. 1877. 1876. 

Ratio of whole number of persons married 

to whole population of the State. One in every One in every One in every 

55.7 56.6 57.8 



Ratio of colored persons married to whole 
of colored population in the State. 



.39.1 ..49.0 58.1. 



It will be seen by the above comparisons, that the ratio of marriage 
to population, according to the Census of 1875, has steadily increased 
during the last three years, in both white and colored classes of the 
population, and that the increase has been much the largest in the 
colored population. Indeed it is doubtless true that the marriage rate 
of the whites, has not increased as fast as the population. A further 
consideration of the status of the colored population, in regard to the 
proportion of births, marriages and deaths, will be given in the chap- 
ter devoted to the statistics of mortality. 
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DIVORCES, 1878. 



The number of applications for divorce, in 1878, was 258; wliich 
was 1 more than in 1877. 

The following Table shows the number of applications for divorce, 
and the number granted, in 1878, in each county of the Stiite; also, 
the causes alleged for the applications. Full reliance canuot be placed 
in the causes alleged, the real causes, no doubt, being sometimes with- 
held: 

TiBLE XXXV. 
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The whole number of causes alleged for the divorces granted, in 
1878, was 496. The largest number, 1(13, was for " neglect to provide 
necessaries," &c. ; next, 144, for "wilful desertion;" 63, "for con- 
tinued drunkenness;" 56, for " extreme cruelty;" and for "adultery," 
the number was 4:3, which was 10 less than for the year 1877, and 20 
less than for 1876. 

As some of the applications for divorce in each year are continued, 
and may be granted or refused in some other year, the number granted 
or refused will be shown more accurately by taking the aggregiite 
of applications for several years. 
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The following are the numbers for the last six years: 

AppUcalJDDB Divorces AppUcilions 

for Divorte, QraDted. ref uaed or continoe 

or nltbdnwD. 



1873... 



..178... 



Sjoaretolal 1,588 1,143 380 

From the above, it appears that about 75 per cent, of all the appli- 
cations were granted. 

The following Table shows the number of divorces granted in each 
connty, and in the whole State, in each of the last ten years, with the 
proportion of marriages to each divorce granted, in each year: 



Table XXXVI. 





CounO 


Coi 


nlj 


Cou 


5 


Counlj. 


W^WOB 


"" as 


YBABa, 




s 


R 


S 




S 




°^ 




o 




ll 
ll 




1^ 
ll 


1 


i if 


s 


i ll 


1 


1 H 

i,sl 


i 


fil 


1 


i i| 




in 


1(1 


e IB 


,. 






7 IHO 


IIIH 


,, 


Ifi 


B IBS 


HI 






IT 


7 18 








a tea 




"1 




s an 


11.8 














in 




1ft A 


m 


11 














w 












I1>T 


IBTB 




IS 


3 ffi 


B 




SI 


B IJl 


14.8 


a 


aa 


7 173 


ia.» 


1874 


10 


8 


g w 


8 




ss 


190 


10.0 


18 


11 


a B4E 


10.B 


imi 




DO 


18 


S 




ta 


4 m 


li.B 


It 


so 


fi 1B9 


1S.7 






IS 


S IB 
S 


IB 


8 7 


20 

SB 


i 14S 

13* 


11.1 

i2.i 


so 

21 


8 


8 190 




1877 


la.B 






sa 


!1 


13 


' " 


li 


S 15G 


10,9 


IS 


17 


3 198 









The number of divorces granted in 1878, was 18 larger than it was 
in 1877; and the proportion of marriages to divorces was decreased 
about eight and one-half per cent. 



DEATHS, 1878. 



The number of deaths reported in the State of Rhode Island during 
the year 1878, was 4,441. This number is less than that of 1877, by 
9 only, and is larger than any previous year, with the exception of 
1877. 

The rate of mortality for the year, as already given on page 47, was 
one to every 58.10 of the population, according to the Census of 1875, 
or at the rate of 17.20 in each thousand. 

By reference to Table XV, page 52, the difference between the pre- 
vious three years can be readily seen. The percentage and death rate, 
are almost precisely what they were in 1877, but differ more with the 
smaller number of 1876, when the death rate was one decedent to 
every 62.7 of the population, or 15.9 in each one thousand. 

It has been the practice, in previous reports, to contrast the number 
of deaths in the city of Providence, with those that occurred in the 
rest of the State, for the purpose of showing the difference in the rate 
of mortality, between city life under favorable circumstances, and life 
in villages and rural districts. 

In order to bring before the eye in a more direct manner, the com- 
parisons alluded to, the following synopsis for the years 1876, 1877 
and 1878, is presented: 






Population. Number of 

deaths. 

Providence City 100,675 1,865. . . . 

Restof State 157,564 2,251.... 

[ Whole State. 258,239 4,116 ... . 



Providence City 100,675 1,938. 

Restof State 157,564 2,512. 

, Whole State 258,239 4,450 . 



{Providence City 100,675 1,989 
Restof State 157,564 !.. 2,452. 
Whole state 258,239 4,441 . 



One death 
in every 

• • • OvkUil ■ • • 

...70.00... 



..62.70. 

• . DJl.Vn/. 

..62.70. 
..58.30. 

..50.62. 
..64.26. 
..58.10 



In each 
1,000. 
..18.50 
..14.28 
..15.90 

..19.25 

. 17.20 

..19.89 
..15.56 
..17.20 
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The observation has been frequently made, that the difference in 
mortality between the city and State, shown by the statistics of deaths 
as reported from the towns, could not be relied upon as entirely cor- 
rect. It is believed that many of the villages of the State have quite 
as insalubrious surroundings as any parts of the city of Providence; 
and, although it is known that in the rural districts, at least, the 
percentage of children, in whom the mortality is largest, is much 
smaller than in the city, still, the rate of mortality could scarcely 
show so much disparity, if the whole number of deaths outside of the 
city, were fully reported. 

There are three towns which reported a higher death rate for 1878, 
than the city of Providence, viz.: Warren, Woonsocket and East 
Providence. Doubtless the whole number of deaths in these towns 
were reported. 

Doubtless, also, several of those towns showing a very small death 
rate, report the whole number of deaths, and especially the towns of 
Newport county, with a rate of only 9.5 in each one thousand. The 
failure to return the whole number of deaths, occurs mainly in those 
towns having a large manufacturing population, among which frequent 
removals are almost the rule, rather than exception, and where burial 
permits are not required. . It is very certain that there will never be 
anything like complete returns of deaths, until burial permits are 
required in every town in the State. 

SEX OF DECEDENTS. 

Of the 4,441 persons, whose deaths were returned during the year 
1878, 2,161 were males, and 2,280 were females; the ratio standing at 
94.78 males to each 100 females, or 48.66 males, and 51.34 females in 
each 100 decedents. 

The following Table shows the number and proportion of males 
and females among the decedents, and also among the children born 
in Rhode Island, during the ten years, 1853 to 1862, inclusive; also in 
each of the sixteen years from 1863 to 1878, inclusive, and for the en- 
tire period of twenty-six years: 
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Table XXXVII. 



Eh 



' 10 years, 1853-1862 10,930 males 11,269 females or 96.9 males to 100 females. 

1863 1,621 males 1,586 females or 102.2 males to 100 females. 

1864 1,633 males 1,727 females or 94.5 males to 100 females. 

1865 1,686 males 1,719 females or 98.1 males to 100 females. 

1866 1,497 males 1,478 females or 101.6 males to 100 females. 

1867 1,442 males 1,447 females or 99.7 males to 100 females. 

1868 1,413 males 1,499 females or 94.3 males to 100 females- 

1869 1,696 males 1,686 females or 100.6 males to 100 females. 

1870 1,588 males 1,650 females cr 96.2 males to 100 females. 

1871 1,621 males 1,723 females or 

1872 2,118 males 2,129 females or 

1873 2,166 males 2,237 females or 

1874 2,111 males 2,118 females or 

1875 2,108 males 2,209 females or 

1876 1,969 males 2,147 females or 

1877 2,132 males 2,318 females or 92.0 males to 100 females. 

1878 2,161 males 2,280 females or 94.8 males to 100 females. 



94.1 males to 100 females. 
99.4 males to 100 females. 
95 5 males to 100 females. 
99.7 males to 100 females. 
95.4 males to 100 females. 
91.7 males to 100 females. 



1 26 years 39,892 males 41,217 females . 



.or 96.8 males to 100 females. 



Table XXXVIII. 



CO 

m 

g 

PQ 



f 10 years, 1853-1862 18,377 males 17,260 females 

1863 1,892 males 1,788 females 

1864 1,949 males 1,942 females 

1865 2,096 males 1,867 females 

1866 2,546 males 2,356 females 

1867 2,655 males 2,464 females 

1868 2,745 males 2,627 females 

1869 2,685 males 2,560 females 

1870 2,679males 2,536 females 

1871 2,878 males 2,800 females 

1872 3,085 males 3,058 females 

1873 3,135 males 2,887 females 

1874 3,311 males 3,155 females 

1875 3,362males 3,146 females 

1876 3,291 males 3,038 females 

1877 8,163 males 3,072 females 

1878 3,402 males 3,312 females 



.26 years 63,251 males 59,858 females 



or 106.4 males to 100 females, 
or 105.8 males to 100 females, 
or 100.3 males to 100 females, 
or 112.9 males to 100 females, 
or 108.1 males to 100 females, 
or 107.7 males to 100 females. 
or 104.5 males to 100 females, 
or 104 9 males to 100 females. 
or 105.6 males to 100 females. 
or 102.8 males to 100 females, 
or 100.9 males to 100 females, 
or 108 6 males to 100 females, 
or 104.9 males to 100 females, 
or 106.9 males to 100 females, 
or 108.3 males to 100 females. 
or 103.0 males to 100 females, 
or 102.7 males to 100 females. 

or 105.7 males to 100 females. 



There were 29 more males, and 38 less females, among the decedents 
of 1878, than in the year 1877, and the proportion of males to females 
was greater, and thereby more nearly equal as compared with the pre- 
ceding year. 

Among the children born there were 239 more males, and 240 more 
females than in 1877, the inequality of proportion being less than in 




tlie previous year, or in any previous year, with the excejition of 18C4, 
and 1872. 

It will be noticed upon Bxamiuation of the above Tables, that in the 
aggregate for the twenty-six years, and also in all of the separate years 
given, with two or three exeeptions, there has been an excess of females 
among the decedents, and an excess of males among the children born. 

A natnrat inference woiild be, that the male portion of the popula- 
tion mnst be largely in excess of the female portion, and annually 
increasing. 

By reference to Table VII, page 14, it will be seen, however, that 
by the Censns of 1875, the females exceeded the males in the popnla- 
tion of the State, by 7,119. The difference must be accounted fur on 
the supposition of a larger proportional emigration of native males 
from the State. 



SEA30S AND M0RT.4LITY. 

The whole number of decedents, and the sex of the same, in each 
mouth of the year 1878. and in each division of the State, maybe 
found in Table VI, on the ninth page. 

The influence of season uiion mortality, may be further illustrated 
by the following Table, which shows the number and percentage of 
deaths, in each quarter of each of the last five years, and in the aggre- 
gate fur the twenty-one years, from 1853 to 1873, inclusive. 

Table XXXIX. 





1B78. 


187T. 


1870. 


1875. 


1874. 


186S-1873. 


SEASON. 


1 


1 
1 


1 


1 


1 


1 
1 


1 


1 


1 


i 


1 


4 


Juiiiary-Morch. . 

April— Jnno 

Jn]y-8<.pl™bcr.,. 


1.15S 
98S 


tB.sr 

1B.40 
3B.8B 


930 
MH 
1,817 
1,SSS 


SI .53 

M.OO 


94S 
1.W 


83.08 

ss.aa 
as. 74 


1,101 

l.SM 
1,060 


as.oo 

11 


977 
l,Ui5 

i,aas 


as.io 


18,784 
12,6afl 
18,469 
14,708 


21.33 
24,87 


Total - 


t«l 


100.00 


.,«. 


100.00 


4,118 


100.00 


4M1 


100.00 


i,m 


100.00 


w,eiT 


lOO.OO 



It will be observed that the percentage of mortality, in 1878, was 
greater than that of 1877, in the first two quarters of the year, and 
less iu the last two (juarlei-s. It wiia also greater in the first quarter 
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of 1878, than in the first quarter of either of the previous four years, 
and greater than the average percentage of the same season, for the 
twenty-one years preceding 1874. The percentage of the third quar- 
ter for 1878, although following the rule of being larger than in any 
other quarter, was less than in the same quarter of any one of the 
previous four years, and also considerably less than the average of the 
same quarter for the twenty-one years preceding 1874. 

The percentage of the fourth quarter, as will be seen, was less than 
the first, which is contrary to the general rule; and quite reverses the 
proportions of 1877, in which the last quarter had a very large per- 
centage in excess of the first. 

It has been usual to contrast the city of Providence, which com- 
prises about two-fifths of the entire population of the State, with the 
rest of the State, in regard to the influence of season upon mortality. 

The following Table will present a comparison between the city and 
rest of the State, in relation to the mortality of each section by seasons. 

It will show the number and percentage of deaths in each quarter 
of the year 1878, in the city, and in the rest of the State separately; 
and also the percentage of deaths in each quarter of the year, in the 
city of Providence, for twenty-four years, from 1855 to 1878, inclu- 
sive; and in the whole State, including the city, for twenty-six years, 
from 1853 to 1878, inclusive: 



n\ 



Table XL. 



SEASON. 



January — March — 

April— June 

July — September 

October— December , 

Total , 



1878. 



Providence. 



• 




^1 


*a 


o 


c 


^ 


0) 


a 




^ 


Qa 



541 
423 
520 
505 



1,989 



27.19 
21.28 
26.14 
25.39 



100.00 



Rest of State. 



^1 

Xi 

B 



617 
545 
655 
635 



2,452 



a 



25.16 

26.71 
25.91 



100.00 



1855-1878. 



Providence. 


• 


*a 


V 


G 


.o 


<u 






^ 


(^ 



7,519 
6,909 
9,353 
7,683 



31,464 



23.89 
21.93 
29.76 
24.42 



100.00 



1853-1878. 



Whole State. 


• 


• 


M 


g 






^ 


(^ 



18,904 
17,481 
24,639 
20,146 



81.170 



23.28 
21.53 
30.37 
24.82 

100.00 



A contrast between the city of Providence and the rest of the State, 
in regard to habits and modes of life, does not present such marked 
differences as, perhaps, might be expected. The great proportional 
number, and near contiguity of the villages of Bhode Island, with 
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their facility of access, and the frequent communication of residenta 
therein with each other, and with the city of Providence, make the 
entire population more homogeneous in character than that of any 
other State. Then the city of Newport, and several villages large 
enough for incorporation into cities, and a considerable number hut 
little less in size, present all the essentia] conditions of city life in 
their sanitary relations, as well as in the customs and modes of living 
of the iuhabitants. Under these circumstances, it would not he ex- 
pected that there would be any great difference in the percentage of 
mortality, iu the same quarters of the yeai-, between the city of Provi- 
dence and the rest of the State, in the average of a series of years. 

An examination of Table XL will show that such is the fact. 
While there are eonsiderahle differences in some years, between the 
city and rest of the State, and between the city and the whole State, 
inclnding the city, in the same quarters, it will be seen, that for a 
period of twenty-four or more years, the average percentage in the 
same quarters, between the city and the whole State does not in any 
instance reach as high as three-quarters of one per cent. 

Of course the exact difference is not shown, because the death sta- 
tistics of the city are merged in those of the State, but the result is 
sufficientiy conclusive in establishing the fact that whatever difference 
there may be, it does not exceed one per cent, in the average of any 
lengthened period of time. 

As before observed, for single years there may he considerable dif- 
ferences, as in the year 1878, in which it will bo noticed that in the 
first quarter, the difference between the city and rest of the State 
was 3.03 j>er cent, in favor of the rest of the State, while in the re- 
maining three quarters the difference was in favor of the city as fol- 
lows:— 3d quarter 0.94 per cent.; 3d quarter 0.57 per cent.; 4th 
quarter 0.53 per ceut. 

Tlie following summary shows the order of the months in which 
occurred, from the largest to the smallest number of deaths in the 
whole State, in each of the last five years: 




December. 


. ISl 




4ri4 




4flS 




471 




AuRnit... 


, 4Bt 






Juir 










J"iy 














im 








J"iy 

Oucoinber 














. 39B 


411 


September 


xn 


DBi'ember 


. SIW 


October... 






November 


m 


OtWber... 


m 




M.W 




FBbrq.ry.. 


. 3SS 


Mawb.... 




M»y 




July 






April 


aso 








tea 




IHU 






515 


jBnmlrj... 


sa) 


February.. 


sua 


October... 


!M 


November.-.. 


October... 


S43 


AiaJI 






Wi 


May- 


am 


March. 




. Ml" 


June 


m 




m 




H14 




May 


3UH 


Pebroary.. 


aw 


June 


asi 


Juue 


HUB 


Fabroary..... 



i 



90 



TWENTY-SIXTH REGISTRATION REPORT. 



[1878. 



For the first time siiice 1864, in which year the summarising by 
order of months 'and highest mortality commenced, December takes 
first place. This bad eminence has almost invariably been held by 
August, and was in 1878 displaced by only a single death. The 
change of place, however, has not occurred solely from an increased 
number of deaths in December, but in a larger degree to a decreased 
number of deaths in August as compared with the year 1877. There 
was no largely increased mortality from any one disease in December 
1878, with the exception of Pneumonia, but in August the decrease 
in the number of deaths from cholera infantum and diarrhoea was 40 
per cent, less than in 1877. 

It will be noticed that September, which took first position in 1877, 
fell to the ninth in order in 1878, the falling off in the deaths from 
cholera infantum and diarrhoea in that month as compared with the 
same in 1877, was more than 60 per cent. As usual, October, May 
and June, take low places. 

The following summary taken from the report of the City Registrar 
of Providence for 1878, will show the number of deaths and the 
months in the order of highest occurrence of the same according to 
percentage in the city of Providence, in the aggregate of deaths for 
twenty-three years, from 1856 to 1878 inclusive: 

Table XLI. 



Twenty-Thrbb 


American 
Parentage 




Foreign 
Parentage 




Total Ameri- 
can and 
Foreign. 


Teabs. 

185&-1878. 


1 « 


^1 


I.I 

1 °s 


1. August 

2. July 


1,499 
1,357 
1,341 
1,340 
1,314 
1,276 
1,254 
1,225 
1,215 
1,185 
1,165 
985 


1. August 

2. July 


1,733 
1,624 
1,460 
1,303 
1,218 
1,217 
1,186 
1,166 
1,162 
1,137 
1,081 
1,030 


1. August 

2. July 


3,232 
2,981 
2,801 
2,531 
2,506 
2,488 
2,440 
2,438 
2,433 
2,362 
2,246 
2,015 


3. September 

4. January 

5. December.' ... 

6. March 

7. April 


3. September. . . . 

4. October 

5. November 

6. December 

7. April 


8. September.. .. 

4. Deceml?er 

5. January 

6. October 

7. April 


8. February 

9. November 

10. October 

11. May 


8. January 

9. March 

10. February 

11. May 

12. June 

Total 


8. March 

9. November 

10. February 

11. May... 

12. June 

Total. 


12. June 




Total 


15,156 


15,317 


30,473 
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Tho above synopsis bIiows very clearly in the third oolnmn the 
orfler of the montlis in which the total deaths have occurred, from 
the highesb to the lowest number of the same in the city for a long 
series of years. It does not diSer materially in the order of months 
from a summary of the same .kind for the whole State for a long 
period of years. 

It will be noticed, however, that the two classes of parentage differ 
somewhat in agreement with each other, tmd with the monthly order 
of mortality in the total number of deaths. 

Tho agreement between tho two classes of ]iarentage is complete, 
the one with the other for just half the months of the year. The 
agreement of each class of parentage with the order of total number 
is complete for seven months in the twelve. 

Tho class of American parentage, in the first, second, third, seventh, 
ninth, eleventh and twelfth. The chiss of foreign parentage in the 
first, second, third, seventh, tenth, eleventh and twelfth. 



PARENTAGE t 



Tlie whole number of decedents reported in Rhode Island in 1878, 
was 4,441 of which 3,281 were of American parentage, and 3,160 
were of foreign parentage. The parentage was reckoned according to 
the reported nativity of the fathers. 

A general abstract of deaths by parentage in the several towns in 
the State will bo found in Table I on pages 2 and 3, 

There were no decedents of foreign parentage reported in 1878, 
from the following six towns, viz: West Greenwich, Jamestown, 
Little Gompton, New Shoreham, Foster and Charlestown. 

In eight towns, the unmber of decedents of foreign parentage were 
3 or less, as follows: Barrington, Middlctown, Portsmouth, Tiver- 
ton, North Providence, Exeter, South Kingstown and Kichniond. 

The towns in which the number of decedents of foreign parentage, 
exceeded those of American parentage, were as foilowa: Wari'en, 
Burrillville, Cumberland, Lincoln, Pawtucket, Woonsocket, and 
Providence city. In Cranston the numbers were equal. In Burrill- 
ville, there were twice as many of foreign parentage us of American; 
in Cumberland, nearly twice as many; in Lincoln, two and one-quarter 
times as many, and in Woonsocket nearly three times as many. 

In Providence city, the decedents of foreign parentage exceeded 
those of American by 211, or about 123 of foreign to each 100 of 
American parentage. 

The following Table gives the number and percentage of decedents 
of American and of foreign parentage, in each of the last five years. 
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and in the aggreguto for twenty years previous to 1878, or from 1858 
to 1877 inelusive: 





1878. 


Tahi 

1877. 

• • 

■^ • k 
B " 


.E XLII. 










1876. 


1875. 


1874. 

1 i 


18S8-1877. 


PARENTAGE. 


1 


Per cent. 


• 

s 

2 

s 

'A 


4J 
t 

1 


Number. 


1 


• 

1 


P4 


American 


2,281 M .V» 


2,279 51.21 
2,171 48.79 


2,150 52.24 

'• 
1,966 47.76 


2,466 


.^7 12 


2.282 MAO 2W.5W) 


.fyr AO 


Foreign 


2,160 


48. &4 


1.851 42.83 


1,M7 45.90 

1 


28,429* 49.40 








Total 


4,441 


100.00 


1 
4,450 100.00 


1 
4,116 100.00 

1 


4,317 


100.00 

1 


4,229100.00 

1 


67,009 


100.00 



It will not fail to be noticed upon examination of tlie above Table, 
that the difference in number and j)ercentage between the decedents 
of American and foreign parentage has been steadily lessening. Pre- 
vious to 1877, the percentage of decedents of foreign parentage had 
not averaged for tlie period of nineteen years as high iis 42.00 per 
cent. It will now be seen that the foreign percentage has averaged 
more than 46.00 per cent, for tlie last five years and has nearly reiiched 
40.00 per cent, during the years 1877 and 1878. 

AGE OF DECEDENTS. 



A statement of the aggregate and average age, of all the reported 
decedents of each sex, in each town and county in the State in 1878, 
may be found in Table I, on pages 2 and 3. 

It will there be seen that the average age of all the male decedents 
in 1878, was 29.0'^ years, and the average age of all the female deced- 
ents, was 31.11 years. 

The average age of all the male decedents in 1877, was 29.25 years, 
and of female decedents, 31.56 years. The highest average age of 
male decedents, in any town in the State in 1878, was 62.00 years, in 
New Shoreham; the lowest average age of male decedents in same year, 
was 11.33 years, in Middletown. The highest average age of female 
decedents in 1878, was 83.00 years, in Jamestown, and the lowest 
average of females, was 7.25 years, in North Providence. The aver- 
ages for single years in towns having a small i:)opulation, have very 
little value as indicating the relative longevity of the inhabitants. 

When the deaths are few in number, they may happen in the same 
year to be of elderly people of one sex, and of a youthful age in the 
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other. And in the different years the decedents may be of advanced 
age in both sexes in one year, and of earlier age in another year. As 
in Jamestown in 1878, there was one female decedent only, aged 83 
years, and three male decedents whose average age was 57 years, 
while in the same town in 1877, the average age of male decedents 
was 5 years, there being but one death among the males, and the averT 
age age of female decedents in 1876, was 16 years, there being two 
female decedents. But when aggregated in counties, and in towns 
of large population the averages from year to year do not very widely 
differ. 

In the city of Providence, the average age of male decedents, in 
1878, was 24.5^2 years, the average age of female decedents 27.88 years. 
The average age of total male and female decedents in the city was 
26.09 years. 

There were only two towns in the State, in which the average age of 
the total decedents, in 1878, was less than in the city of Providence, 
viz: Warren, 25.50 years; North Providence, 19.07 years. 

In West Greenwich, the average age was almost exactly the same as 
Providence city, and in Lincoln, the average age of the total decedents 
was not one-half of one per cent, more than in the city of Providence. 

The following Table shows the average age of the decedents, in each 
of the larger divisions of the State, in each of the last five years, and 
also in the aggregate of each of four- periods of five years each, com- 
prising the twenty years from 1858 to 1877, inclusive: 

Table XLIll. 



Divisions of the 
State. 


1878. 


1877. 


1876. 


1875. 


1874. 


1873-1877. 
5 years. 


1868-1872. 
5 years. 


1863-1867. 
5 years. 


1858-1862. 
5 years. 


Bristol County 

Kent County 


29.08 
33.68 
39.06 
30.98 
26.09 
42.34 


32.19 
35.78 
43.96 
28.16 
27.74 
43.68 


39.53 
39.39 
39.17 
31.69 
28.41 
43.09 


29.90 
35.77 
45.94 
30.19 
28.57 
37.17 


33.09 
32.06 
43.94 
28.66 
26.90 
40.78 


33.61 
86.20 
40.68 
28.46 
27.19 
41.14 


35.12 
34.77 
40.04 
25.26 
25.45 
39.67 


34.78 
35.81 
33.54 
29.16 
28.50 
30.87 


35.56 
32.15 


Newport County 

Providence Co. , Towns. 

Providence City 

Washington County.. . . 


35.01 
28.44 
25.78 
34.21 


Whole State 


30.09 


30.45 


32.37 


31.27 


29.86 


30.28 


31.66 


30.75 


29.42 







As will be seen by Table XLIII, the average age of the total de- 
cedents of the State, in 1878, was not only less than the average in 
1877, but was less than in either of the three preceding years, and also 
less than the average for the previous twenty years. The difference, 
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however, in the average iige of total decedents, in any one year witli 
another, or witli any period of j'oara, Iiiia not exceeded the limits of 
these three joiu-s. 

In the conntios, as previously ivmarked, tlie differences, for obvious 
reasons, are c[uite considerable, altliougli less than in most years. 

PERCENTAGES OF DECEIIENTS AT DIFFERENT AGES. 

In Table VII, on jiages 10 to 15, inclusive, will !>e found the num- 
ber of deaths in 1878, in each town and each county, of each sex, and 
in each period of life, with the percentage of the whole number of 
deaths in each division, to the population of the same. 

The following Table shows the percentages of decedents in each 
division of ages in each of the last ten years, and in the aggregate for 
two periods: one of ten ycai^s and seven months, from Juno let, 1853, 
to December 31st, 1863, inclusive; the other of ten years, from 1863 
to 1872, inclusive: 

Table XLIV. 



PRHIDDKOI'I.Va. 
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isn. 
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18BB. 


s 


10 y«. 


Und«li->«r_,.. 

landnnder* 

Sand under B... . 


8,1 


1T.4 


T,0 


(1.8 


iB.g 

7.B 


IS 




" 


Ifl.S 


SO 


a 


17.8 


jfl.0 
7.8 
I.O 


B.8 


Total under B 

BandnodetlO... 

SO and under 40, , . 
■» and under SO,,, 
BOand under BO... 
80 and under 70,,. 
70 aud under ao... 
80 and under BO,, . 


85,0 
8.1! 

7,6 

7.e 

7.9 

e.s 


35.0 
B.S 


3a,g 
1,1 
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e.B 

D.S 
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S.O 


37.1 
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6.9 
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7.8 
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In Table XLIII, it was shown that the average age of the total 
decedents in Bbode Island, in 1878, was less than in either of the 
previous three years. The lessened average age in any year, is usually 
owing to the larger decedenee of childhood and youth. 
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As compared with the previous year, the slightly lessened rate of 
mortality in 1878, was not owing to a smaller number of deaths among 
children of five years and under, as usual, but principally, as will be 
seen in Table XLIV, to an increased mortality between the ages of 
10 and 20. 

The results of a single year, however, or of two or three years, have 
little value in arriving at definite conclusions. The occurrence of one 
or more epidemics in one year, affecting children chiefly, and the 
occurrence in another year of epidemics affecting adults chiefly, or 
all ages alike, would make great differences in the ratio of mortality 
in the different periods of life, in short terms of years. But in 
periods of twenty years, or more, the results may be considered as 
reasonably conclusive. 

It will be seen by the preceding Table, that the average percentage 
of mortality of children of five years of age and under, in Rhode 
Island, for a period of sixteen years, Jias not exceeded 36 per cent. 
This is a low rate as compared with the statistics of some other States, 
in which tlie rate is stated to be as high as from 40 to 42 per cent. 

Tlie different localities of the State also present marked differences 
in the percentage of mortality in the different divisions of age, as 
well as in the average age. 

In the strictly rural districts, where the proportion of children to 
ihe adult population is much less than in the larger villages and cities, 
where the most of those in the child-bearing periods of life gravitate, 
the average age is not only larger for a series of years, but the per- 
centage of mortality in the earlier years of life is relatively much 
smaller. • 

In order to show concisely the differences alluded to in the above 
remarks, the following representative sections of the State are pre- 
sented, and the percentages of decedents, in 1878, in the different 
periods of life in those towns, are contrasted; and in the city of Prov- 
idence a contrast of the same, between the different general classes 
of the population. 

It is understood the percentages are the ratios of the number of 
decedents in each of the divisions of age, compared with the whole 
number of decedents, in the respective towns, and not with the pop- 
ulation. 



\ 
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Under 1 year. Under 5 years. 5 to 20. 20 to 50. 50 & over. 

1878. Per cent. Per cent. Per cent. Per cent. Per cent. 

State I Males 9.3 | 18.6 5.3 10.2 14.6«48.7 

of [• 
Rhode Island, ) Females 7.8 1 16.4 7.0 12.6 15.3=51.3 



Total 16.6 135.0 12.3 22.8 29.9 

100.0 

Jamestown 00.0 | 00.0 00.0 25.0 75.0 

100.0 

NewShoreham 11.0 1 11.0 00.0 11.0 78.0 

100.0 

Poster 06.0 | 06.0 00.0 25.0 69.0 

100.0 

Warren 10.0 | 35.3 20.0 21.0 23.7 

100.0 

Woonsocket , 27.5 | 41.8 10.8 23.7 23.7 

100.0 



Citv j Am. Parentage 8.45 1 16.44 5.60 8.80 13.88=44.72 

Providence, ( For. Parentage 10.31 | 23.58 7.12 14.33 10.25=55.28 



Total Percentage. 
Providence 18.76 | 40.02 12.72 23.13 24.13 



100.0 



The above summary will serve to show how greatly the pereentag.es 
differ in the different towns in the different divisions of age; and in 
the city of Providence, the difference in the percentages of the two 
principal classes of the population. 

In the town of Jamestown it will be seen that there were no deaths 
in 1878, of persons under twenty years of age, and that, therefore, 
the percentage would necessarily be large in the later periods of life. 

The difference of percentage under one year of age, varies from .00 
in the town of Jamestown, to 27.5 in the town of Woonsocket. 

Under five years of age the average percentage to whole number of 
decedents, in the whole State, was 35.0 per cent., and which was the 
same as in 1877; under one year of age, 16.6 per cent, or 0.8 per cent, 
less than in 1877. 

The high death rate of 41.8 per cent, of persons under ^\e. years of 
age in Woonsocket, leads all others, in 1878, although less by 1.19 
per cent, than in 1877. The percentage of Providence city, 40.2 per 
cent., is considerably larger than in 1877. 

The difference between Providence and Woonsocket, in the percent- 
age of decedents under one year of age, in 1878, is quite remarkable, 
that is, Woonsocket, 27.5 per cent.; Providence, 18.76 per cent., or 
8.74 per cent. less. 
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lu both towns more than one-half of all tlie deaths was of persons 
not over twenty years of age, and more than four-fifths of that pro- 
portion, of persons under five years of age. The difference in the 
percentages of the decedents under five years of age, of American 
parentage and of foreign parentage, in the city of Providence, will be 
noticed. This difference, 7.14 per cent., in 1878, is less than in either 
of the two preceding years. 

Of decedents 50 years of age, and over, the percentage varies from 
23. 7 in Warren and Woonsocket, to 78. per cent, in New Shoreham. 

COLORED DECEDENTS. 

Considerable public interest has been manifested in the question, 
whether the colored race was self-sustaining, in regard to population, 
in the colder latitudes of America. A comparison of the births and 
deaths among this class of people, for a long series of years, in the 
different States, will be of value in obtaining correct conclusions. 

In the State of Rhode Island there is a large proportional number 
of colored people, as compared with other Eastern States, and the 
statistics in regard to births, marriages and deaths among them, have, 
for obvious reasons, been reported separately for a considerable num- 
ber of years. 

The number of deaths among the colored population, in 1878, was 
156, or four less than in 1877. They occurred in the different towns 
as follows: 

Providence City ! 106 

Newport City 16 

South Kingstown 7 

Bristol and ) 

V5each 10 

Cranston, ) 

East Oreenwich 4 

Westerly 3 ~ 

Pawtucket and | 

>2 each 4 

Warwick, ) 

Barrington, Coventry, Jamestown, Lincoln, North Kingstown, 1 

/* 1 eacn f 

North Providence and Tiverton, ) 

Total 156 

Sex, — Of the 156 colored decedents, 63 were males and 93 females. 
Season. — These 156 deaths were in the different months, as follows: 

J8 
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Montbs. Desthg. 



onthg. Deatbe. 



Uontlu, Deattae. 



Febmarj 
Much., 



December . . . 



SS MQuarter. 85 

First six mr>iitba.T8; wcond ei: 



B, 83, TaUl, IBS. 



Age. — The average age of the colored decedents in Rhode Island, 
in 1878, was aa follows: 



.. .81.88 ycatn. 
. ..3I.W jears. 



SUMMARY OF COLORED POPULATION. 



The number of births, marriiiges and deaths among the colored 
population of Rhode Island, in the several divisions of the State, in 
187K, is given in the following Table, compared with the colored pop- 
ulation in each division, as found by the State census of 1875: 

Table XLV. 
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In 1877, the proportions among the colored population were as fol- 
lows: One birth in 37.3; one person married in 49.0; one death in 
39.2. 
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The difference between the white and colored population, in the 
vital statistics of the year 1878, was as follows: 

Whites One child bom in 38.5; one person married in 56.1; one death in 58.8. 

Colored One child bom in 36.4; ope person married in 89.2; one death in 40.2. 

In regard to births and marriages, the numbers are larger in pro- 
portion to the population, among the colored than among the whites; 
and there was also a larger proportion of deaths among the former 
than among the latter. 

The following summary shows the number of births, marriages and 
deaths among the colored population of Rhode Island in each of the 
last eighteen years, from 1861 to 1878, inclusive: 

COLORED POPULATION. 

1861 97birth8... 30 marriages lOOdeaths. 

1862 96 births ... .23 marriages 90 deaths. 

1863 73 births. 68 marriages 104 deaths. 

1864 69 births 35 marriages 121 deaths. 

1865 87birth8 51 marriages 129deaths. 

1866 124births 65 marriages 123deaths. 

1867 144 births 61 marriages 105 deaths. 

1868 147 births 84 marriages Ill deaths. 

1869 136 births 70 marriages 133 deaths. 

1870 158 births - - . 70 marriages 128 deaths. 

1871 146birth8 64marriages 116 deaths. 

1872 171 births 76 marriages . .184 deaths. 

1873 163 births 69 marriages 160 deaths. 

1874 170 births 80 marriages 151 deaths. 

1875 156 births 76 marriages 169 deaths. 

1876 170 births 59 marriages 156 deaths. 

1877, 168 births 64 marriages 160deaths. 

1878 172 births 80 marriages 156 deaths. 

Total 2,447 births 1,125 marriages 2,405 deaths. 

There were more births, more marriages and a less number of deaths 
in 1878 than in 1877; the number of births was 16 more than the 
number of deaths. 

Tlie circumstances favorable to the promotion of the physical health 
and vigor of the colored race, are believed to be, at least, quite as 
ample in Rhode Island, as in any other Northern or Eastern State. 
When we find that in a period of eighteen years, as seen in the synop- 
sis above, the excess of births over the deaths> is only 42, and have 
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full knowledge of the fact, that the State is having accession annually 
to the number of colored jwople by immigration, and that accession 
largely in the periods of life between 20 and 40 years, and of both 
sexes, we must conclude, however reluctantly, that the race is not self 
sustaining in this latitude. 

There is always a tendency to reduce the number of facts relating 
to the colored population, by omitting to mark all the colored persons 
as colored. This source of error is constant, though constant care is 
taken to prevent it. 



CAUSES OF DEATH, 1878. 



The statistics of the causes of death in Rhode Island, in 1878, will 
be found in Tables VIII, IX and X. The whole number of deaths, 
as previously stated, was 4,441. The number of which the cause of 
death was reported, was 4,231, and the number Of which the cause 
was not stated, was 210. The number from unknown causes was 18 
more than in 1877. 

The following Table shows the number of deaths in 1878, in each 
larger division of the State, and the number and percentage in each 
division, of which the cause was unknown: 

Table XLVI. 
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4,441 
210 



21.1 



The returns of deaths, and especially the returns of the causes of 
deaths, are manifestly more incomplete than any other of the vital 
statistics of the State. That the cause of death in one out of every 
21 decedents in the State, should be returned as unknown, is positive 
evidence that there is a defect in the Registration law, as well as proof 
that there is neglect of duty on the part of those who should observe 
the law as it stands. The remedy is in the enactment of a law for the 
State, such as is provided by municipal ordinance in the city of Provi- 
dence, that is, the requirement of burial permits, and the pre-require- 
ment of return of death, and cause of death when known. There is 
no reason why there should not be as many deaths in Providence city 
from causes unknown, as in otlier parts of tlie State, when as will be 
seen by Table XLVI, the proportion for the wliole State, including 
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the city, is one in every 21.1, or nearly six times larger, and for the 
rest of the State, excluding the city, the proportion of deaths from 
unknown causes is one in 12.6 or about ten to every one returned from 
the city. A comparison of the returns of causes of death unknown 
in 1878, with those of 1877, show no improvement in respect to 
accuracy. 

The following Table will present comparisons of one year with an- 
other for a considerable period of time. 



Table XLVII. 

Showing the proportion of Deaths reported, with cause '* unhiown,^' 

in each Divisiofi of the State, aiid in the whole State, in each 

of the last sixteen years, from 1863 to 1878, inclusive. 
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It will be seen by the above Table, that great disparities in the num- 
ber of deaths from unknown causes, are reported from year to year, 
from the different divisions of the State, and in the average of the 
whole State. For the whole State, the variation has been from 10.1 
per cent., in 1868, to 27.8 per cent., in 1874. 

In Bristol county, the variations have been from one in every 11.5, 
in 1876, to a complete return of the cause of every death in the 
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county, in four of the sixteen years. Bristol county is the only one 
in the State that has reported the cause of every death in any year. 

The variations in Kent county have been very considerable, that is, 
from one in every 5.0, in 186^8, to one in 81.2, in 1871. Newport 
county, including the city of Newport, has varied from one in 7.9, in 
1871, to one in 52.8, in 1869. 

The difference between Newport county towns, and Newport city, 
as shown in Table XLVI, is seemingly evidence of neglect somewhere. 
It is hardly probable that one in every seven deaths in Newport city, 
was from cause unknown. 

In Providence county towns the largest proportion was in 1868, i. e., 
one in 5.2; the smallest in 1874, i. e., one in 17.2. Providence city 
shows a variation from one in every 45.0, in 1866, to one in 323.0, in 
1877. The small percentage of reported deaths from unknown causes 
in the city of Providence, is conclusive evidence of the efficiency of a 
law properly enforced, requiring certificates of cause of death, when 
known, and permission for burial or. removal of the dead. 

In Washington county, the proportions have varied from one in 9.8, 
in 1871 and 1872, to one in every 47.6, in 1804. 

PRINCIPAL CAUSES OF DEATH. 

The following Table gives the number of deaths in Rhode Island, 
from each of thirteen principal causes, showing the order in regard to 
number, in each of the last three years, and also in the aggregate of 
deaths for twenty-three years and seven months, from June 1st, 1852, 
to December 31st, 1875: 
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Table XL VIII. 

Shotving the order in regard to number of thirteen principal causes 

of death. 



1878. 



Whole Number 4,441 



CoiiBuniption 676 



Diphtheria 435 

Fneiimonia and 
Conges, of Lungs 317 



OldAge 202 



1877. 



1876. 



June Ist, 1852, to Dec. 
3l8t, 1875—23 yrs. 7 mos. 



Whole Number. . . .4,450 Whole Number. .. .4,116 Whole Number 68,883 



Con!!(um])tiou 661 . Consum])tion 665 Consumption 11 ,301 



Diphtheria 492 



Cholera Infantum. 259 



Pneumonia and 
Conges, of Lungs 339 



Cholera Infantum. 250 



Pneumonia and 
Conges, of Lungs 226 Old Age 241 



Cholera Infantum. 168 Old Age 213 Heart, Diseases of . 166 



Heart, Diseases of. 166 Heart, Diseases of. 182 



Fevers, Typhoid, 
&c 



150 



Apoplexy and 
Paralysis.. . 



181 



Pneumonia and 

Conges, of Lungs 3,871 

OldAge 3,709 

Cholera Infantum. 3,493 

Scarlatina 3,208 



Apoplexy and 



Paralysis 165 &c 



Fevers, Typhoid, 



Accidents (all 
kinds) 



Diphtheria 159 



2,692 



Cancer (all kinds). 

Convulsions and 
Fits 



122 Cancer (all kinds). 

119 

112 



Apoplexy and 
Paralysis 



Croup. 



102 



93 



Fevers, Typhoid, 
135 &c 



Fevers, Typhoid, 
&c 



134 



Accidents (all 
kinds) 



Accidents (all 
kinds) 



126 



114 



Heart, Diseases of. 2,481 

Apoplexy and 
Paralysis 2,233 



Dysentery 1,975 



132 Cancer (all kinds) . 



Accidents (all 
106 kinds) : 2,103 



Croup 95 Croup 



102 



Convulsions and 
Fits 



; Convulsions and 
83 Fite 



Convulsions and 
Fits 1,457 



89 Croup 1,396 



Scarlatina 86 Scarlatina 62,Scarlatina 80 Hydrocephalus 1,054 

I I I 



It will be seen by the above Table, that consumption still retains 
its bad preeminence as a cause of death in Rhode Island, and with an 
increased number of victims. There were 15 more deaths from con- 
sumption in 1878 than in 1877, and 21 more than in 1876. Previous 
to 1875 the number had never reached 600. With the exception of 
consumption, no disease or cause of death has invariably held the 
same place in the order of greatest number, in a series of years. 

The various degrees of change of place will be observed in the col- 
umns presented above. 

For the first time in these Reports, diphtheria took second place, in 
1877. It holds the same position, in 1878, but with a lessened number. 
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Pneumonia, Which ranks next to consumption in the long period, 
takes third position in 1878. Old age follows, in 1878, as in the long 
period. Cholera infantum occupies a lower rank than in 1877, with 
a reduction of mortality of about 33. per cent. Scarlatina, which 
ranks fifth in the long series of years, has dropped in each of the 
three last years to the lowest place. 

Fevers, of various forms, diseases of the heart, apoplexy and croup, 
have changed their respective positions from year to year, but not to 
any large degree. 

The next Table shows the whole number, sex, parentage and ages 
of the decedents, and the locality and season of deaths in Rhode 
Island, in 1878, from sixteen of the principal causes of death. 
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REMARKS. 

In the consideration of the causes of death, in 1878, in the follow- 
ing pages, they will be taken up in the alphabetical order in which 
they appear in the preceding Table. 

Other causes, however, and from diseases especially, may be com- 
mented upon, in connection tlierewith, or separately, as they may ap- 
pear to be similar in some respects, or present a high degree of fatality. 

ACCIDENTAL DEATHS. 

The number of deaths from accidental causes, of all kinds, reported 
in Rhode Island, in 1878, was 122. This number is 10 less than in 
1877, and 6 more than in 1876. 

Of these 122 deaths, 11 were from burns and scalds; 44 by drown- 
ing; 13 from falls; 6 from poisoning; 7 from railroad accidents, and 
41 from various accidents too numerous to specify. 

Of the whole number of deaths by accidents, 89 were males, and 33 
were females;' 50 were of American, and 72 were of foreign, parentage. 

It will be noticed how much larger the proportion of males is than 
that of females; that is, 73 per cent, of male decedents, to 27 per cent, 
of female decedents. Of parentage, 59 per cent, was of foreign, and 
41 per cent, of American. 

The number of deaths in each quarter of the year was as follows: 

First Quarter 30 Second Quarter 30 

Third Quarter 35 Fourth Quarter 27 

Total 122 

In regard to periods of life, the decedents from accidental causes, 
were divided as follows: Under 5 years, 32; 5 and under 10, 9; be- 
tween 10 and 20, 11; between 20 and 40, 27; between 40 and 60, 21; 
over 60, 23; and one, age not stated. 

In regard to sectional divisions of the State, 4 of the deaths from 
accidental causes were in Bristol county; 6 in Kent county; 9 in New- 
port county; 5 in Washington county, and 98 in Providence county. 
In Providence county, with about 72 per cent, of the whole population 
of the State, there was 80 per cent, of the whole number of deaths 
from accidents, and in Providence -city, with about 40 per cent, of the 
population of the State, there was about 42 per cent, of the deaths 
from the same causes. 

The percentage of deaths from accidental causes, in 1878, in pro- 
portion to the whole number of deaths from specified causes, was 2.90; 
the extremes were 2.64 in Providence city, and 4.0 in Newport county, 
towns. 
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APOPLEXY AND PARALYSIS. 

There were 188 deaths from apoplexy and paralysis, reported in 
R)iodo Island, in 1878, which were 7 more than in 1877, and 23 more 
than in 1876. 

The following Table will give a synopsis of the several relations of 
these causes, for the last fourteen years: 



Table L. 

Showing Ike whole number and percentage of the Deaths in the State, 

Jrom Apoplexy and Paralysis combined; and also the sex and 

parentage of the Decedents from these causes, and the 

number of the same in each of the Counties 

from 1865 to 1878, inclusive : • 
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It will, perliaps, be noticed, that in calculating the percentages of 
the different causes of death, as found in the several Tables under the 
heading " Causes of Doatli," the computations .are made on the basis 
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of the whole number of deaths, and not on the number of named causes 
of death. Attention may be called to the fact, however, which will 
explain what otherwise might be thought to be discrepancies between 
the percentages of the text, and the percentages of the Tables. The 
percentages of the text, calculated for the several divisions of the 
State, are based, when not otherwise stated, on the proportion to the 
whole number of specified causes. 

The method of computation upon the basis of the whole number of 
deaths, was begun many years ago, with the beginning of the present 
forms of tabulation, and a change now would destroy the uniformity 
of results. 

The number of deaths from apoplexy and paralysis, was larger, in 
1878, than in any preceding year, and the proportion to the whole 
number of deaths, 4.23 per cent., has been exceeded in only three of 
the preceding thirteen years. 

The various changes from year to year, in the numbers of the sexes, 
the parentages, and in the different divisions of the State, as shown 
in Table L, are of considerable interest. The footing up of each col- 
umn of sex shows a slightly larger number of females, and a glance at 
the columns of parentage, will show the great difference between the 
two classes. While both classes have increased in a much greater 
ratio than the increase of population, the decedents of American 
parentage have been in much larger proportion, in comparison with 
the whole American population. Of the whole number of decedents, 
1,945, in the last fourteen years, 1,514 were of American parentage, 
and 431 of foreign parentage, or 77.8 American, and 22.2 foreign 
parentage. 

The mortality from apoplexy and paralysis, in 1878, in relation to 
season, was as follows: 

First Quarter, 53 Second Quarter, 46 Third Quarter, 36 Fourth Quarter, 48 

Percentages: 
First Quarter, 30.85 Second Quarter, 24.47 Third Quarter, 19.15 Fourth Quarter, 25.43 
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Showing Ike ages of Decedents from Apoplexy and Paralysis in eanh of 
the last fourteen years : 
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Apoplexy is not a disease to bo often expected in the earlier periods 
of life. Paralysis resulting from other c«uaes sometimes occurs, and 
is occasionally fatal. Hence as the two diseases are taken together in 
tiie above Table, there are some recorded eases under 20 years of age. 
The largest number in every year, with scarcely an exception, is be- 
tween the ages of 70 and 80, Above the age of 50 years, the number 
of decedents from apoplexy and paralysis increases rapidly in the ratio 
of mortality. More than 80 per cent, of all the deaths from these 
causes, are of persons above 50 years of age. 

BBAIN, DISEASES OF. 

In Table XLIX, under the head of " Diseases of the Brain," are 
included all those reported as "Cerebral Meningitis," "Cerebritis," 
"Congestion," "Inflammation," and "Diseases of the Brain." 

The nnmber of decedents from these several causes, grouped under 
the head of " Diseases of the Brain," in 1878, was 139, which was 16 
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less than in 1877, and 5 less than in 1876. The proportion to the 
whole number of deaths from given causes, was 3.30 per cent. Of the 
139 decedents, 75 were males, and 64 were females; 73 were of Ameri- 
can parentage, and 66 of foreign parentage. 

The deaths in the different seasons of tlie year were as follows: 

First Quarter 34 Second Quarter 45 

Third Quarter 27 Fourth Quarter 33 

Total 139 

In relation to the periods of life, 60 of the deaths were of children 
under 5 years of age, or more than 43.0 per cent, of the whole. 

CANCER. 

The number of deaths reported as having been caused by cancer, in 
1878, was 119. This number is 16 less than in 1877; 13 more than 
in 1876, and is nearly 2.82 per cent, of the whole of the known causes 
of death in 1878. 

As in the preceding topic the several varieties are grouped under 
one head. 

In Tables VIII and IX, pages 16 and 21, they are reported as fol- 
lows: Cancer, various, 75; of the breast, 11; of stomach, 15; of 
uterus, 18. 

Of the whole number of decedents (119) 38 were males and 81 were 
females; 79 were of American, and 40 were of foreign, parentage. 

The large proportional number of females, nearly 70.0 per cent., 
though not so large as in 1877, when it was 78.52 per cent, is still 
indicative of the greater liability of the female sex to this dread dis- 
ease. Cancer of the breast, in females, and cancer of the uterus, con- 
stitute nearly 25.0 per cent, of the whole number. 

If season has any influence on mortality from cancer, it is from 
extremes of heat and cold, acting upon an exhausted organism. 

In 1878, the deaths from cancer, in the several seasons of the year, 
were as follows: 

First Quarter 29 Second Quarter 22 

Third Quarter 37 Fourth Quarter 31 

Total 119 

It will be seen that about 55.0 per cent, of deaths, occurred in the 
first aud third quarters. 

Of the whole number of deaths (119) from cancer, in 1878, 4 only 
were of persons under 30 years of age, and 27 only of persons under 
50 years of age, 92 having attained the age of 50 and over. 
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In relation to locality, the deaths from cancer seem to be nearly 
evenly distributed in the several divisions of the State, in proportion 
to the population, the ratio being somewhat less than one to every two 
thousand of the inhabitants. In Newport county, in 1878, the ratio, 
however, was only about one in every twenty-seven hundred of the 
inhabitants. 

CHILD-BIRTH. 

Deaths from child-birth and concomitant diseases, have heretofore 
been considered in the alphabetical list of causes of death, probably 
not so much from the number of deaths, as from their relation to 
other circumstances. 

The number reported in 1878, was 43; 15 of which were from the 
immediate effects of child-birth alone; 11 from puerpural convulsions, 
and 17 from puerpural fever. 

Of the 15 decedents from child-birth alone, 6 were of American, 
and 9 were of foreign parentage; of the 11 from puerpural convul- 
sions, 8 were of American, and 3 of foreign parentage; of the 17 from 
puerpural fever, 9 were of American, and 8 of foreign parentage. 

Of the whole number, 23 were of American, and 20 of foreign, 
parentage. 

In the different seasons of the year they occurred as follows: 

First Quarter, 13 Second Quarter, 9 Third Quarter, 11 Fourth Quarter, 10 

Of the decedents, 4 were under 20 years of age, 18 between 20 and 
30, 17 between 30 and 40, and the remaining 4 over 40 years of age. 

CHOLERA INFANTUM. 

The number of deaths reported in 1878, from cholera infantum, 
was 168, which is 91 less than in 1877, and also less than in any year 
since 1869. It is 223 less than in 1872, and 150 less than in 1875. 
The diminution is quite remarkable. The number of deaths from 
diarrhoea and dysentery, was also much smaller in 1878, than for sev- 
eral previous years. 

The percentage of deaths from cholera infantum, in 1878, was 3.97, 
as against 6.08, in 1877. 

Of the 168 decedents, 96 were males and 72 females; 73 were of 
American, and 95 of foreign, parentage; 122 were under the age of 
one year, 34 were between 1 and 2 years of age, and 12 were between 
2 and 5. 

In regard to season, one death was reported in January, 2 in March, 
6 in June, 143, or about 85.0 per cent., in the months of July, August 
and September, and 16 during the rest of the year. 

15 
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The distribution of deaths from cholera infaDtum was very unequal 
in the different divisions of the State. The number in Bristol county, 
with a population of 11,019, was 7; in Newport county, with a popul- 
ation of 20,887, it was also 7, so that there were nearly twice as many 
in proportion to the population, in Bristol county as in Newport 
county. The proportions have, in almost every year, been largely 
favorable to Newport county, although in 1876 they were largely in 
favor of Bristol county. In Newport county, towns, deaths from . 

cholera infantum are very infrequent. But one was reported from \ 

those towns in each of the years 1877 and 1878, in a population of 
7,859, by the Census of 1875. This remarkable exemption cannot be 
accounted for wholly on the ground of the small number of children 
under five years of age. Taking a whole county, Washington county 
shows the smallest percentage, that is, one death from cholera in- 
fantum to about each 4,000 of the population. Kent county reports 
one death to about each 1,850, and Providence county one to each 
1,360. Providence city toe to each 1,418. 

In relation to the whole number of deaths from known causes, in 
1878, in the different sections of the State, the proportions in the 
order of the highest percentage, stand as follows: 

Per cent. Per cent. 

Providence County, Towns 4.90 Newport City 3.14 

Kent County 4.48 Bristol County 2.70 

Providence City 3.60 Washington County 2.00 

Newport County, Towns 1.85 per cent. 

# 

The following Table shows the whole number of reported deaths 
from cholera infantum; the sex and parentage of the decedents, in 
each of the larger divisions of the State, in each of the last fourteen 
years: 
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It will be seen by the above Table, that there have been 2,998 deaths 
from cholera iufantum, reported in Rhode Island, during the last four- 
teen years, of which 1,556 were males, and 1,443 were females; or 
108 males to each 100 females; or 51.90 males and 48. 10 females in 
each 100. 

Of the whole number of decedents, 1,371 were of American, and 
1,627 of foreign, parentage; or 45.73 percent, of American, and 54.27 
per cent, of foreign; or 118.7 foreign to each 100 of American 
parentage. 

It will be noticed that in Bristol county, and Providence city, there 
waa a falling off fj-om 1877 of nearly 60.0 per cent. 



CONSUMPTION. 



The number of deaths from consumption, reported in Rhode Island, 
in 1878, was 676; 15 more than in 1877, and 21 more than in 1876. 
The number is the largest ever reported in the State, bnt the propor- 
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tion to the whole number of deaths from known causes, 15.98 per 
cent., is smaller than the average of the last 19 years, which is 16.96 
per cent. 

Of the 676 decedents from consumption, the sex and parentage were 
as follows: In regard to sex, 296 were males, and 380 were females; 
the proportion standing 43.80 males, and 56.20 females, in each 100; 
or 128.71 females to each 100 males. 

In regard to parentage, 296 were of American, and 380 of foreign, 
parentage; the proportions, 43.80 American, and 56.20 foreign, in 
each 100; or 128.71 foreign to each 100 of American parentage. 

In regard to season, the largest number of deaths occurred in the 
second quarterly division of the year, and the smallest number in the 
fourth, as will be seen by the following summary: 

First Quarter, 167 Second Quarter, 186 Third Quarter, 166 Fourth Quarter, 157 

The largest number in any one month, was 74 in May; the next 
largest, 65, in each of the months March and August. In a series of 
years, the month of May stands first in the order of gi*eatest mortality 
from consumption. 

The smallest number in any month, in 1878, was 42, in each of the 
months February and October. 

No age is exempt from this great destroyer of life. Childhood has 
no immunity, old age is not spared. Its greatest ravages, however, 
are in the period of life between 20 and 40 years of age. Of the 676 
decedents in 1878, 214, or about 32.0 per cent., were between the ages 
of 20 and 30, and 139, or about 21.0 per cent., were between 30 and 
40. Thus we find about 53.0 per cent., or more than one-half of all 
the mortality from consumption, is of persons in these two decennial 
periods of life. In order to show more concisely the relation of age 
to mortality, the following synopsis is presented: 

Ages. No. of Deaths. 

Under 10 years of age 27 

Between 10 and 20 years 83 

Between 20 and 30 years 214 

Between 30 and 40 years 139 

Between 40 and 60 years 78 

Between 50 and 70 years 101 

Over 70 years 34 

Total 676 

In regard to the distribution of mortality from consumption, in 
1878, in the different sections of the State, the same remark may be 
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made as in the case of other diseases, that no reliable data can be 
obtained from the reports of a single year. In the case of consump- 
tion, however, the returns are more uniform than in most other mala- 
dies. Tlie largest proportion to known causes of all deaths in same 
section, was 18.88 per cent., reported from Washington county; the 
smallest proportion, 11.69 per cent., from Newport county. For the 
whole State the ratio is 15.98 per cent. 

The subject of proportions, in their different relations, will be fur- 
ther considered in comments on the next Table. 

The following Table shows the total deaths from all reported knoivn 
causes, with the number and percentage of deaths from consumption, 
in each of the larger divisions of the State, and in the whole State, in 
each of the last nineteen years, and in the aggregate for the whole 
period, from 1860 to 1878, inclusive: 
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An examination of Table LIII, will well repay the time and atten- 
tion of the reader, by the interesting facts which it discloses. 

It presents the only method of studying with adyantage and conclu- 
siveness, the characteristics of consumption in relation to locality, and 
to proportion to all known causes of death in each of the several 
counties, and in the whole State, in each year, and in the average of a 
long series of years. 

It is only by the averages of a long series of years, that reliable data 
and definite conclusions can be established. 

By the above Table, comparisons can be made in a variety of ways, 
which will be suggested to the reader. 

In Bristol county, we see that the percentages have varied from 9.24 
in 1873, to 17.81 in 1870, the percentage of 1878 being 12.30, and. the 
mean average of nineteen years, 13.42, showing the largest exemption 
from this disease of any section of the State. 

In Kent county, the extremes of variation were 12.69 per cent, in 
1874, and 26.17 per cent, in 1867. The last is the largest percentage 
on record in any part of the State, and is quite remarkable. The 
percentage of 1878 is 16.47, and for the long period the average is 
18.55. 

Newport county, like Bristol, shows a noticeable comparative free- 
dom from consumption, in proportion to whole number of deaths 
from all known causes. 

The extremes are 10.75 per cent, in 1871, and 21.51 in 1861. It 
will be seen, also, that the percentages from year to year, have been 
slightly less uniform than in Bristol county. In 1878, the percentage 
was 11.69, and the mean average for the long period 14.*-^8. 

Providence county, towns, show a variation from 11.42 per cent, in 
1874, to 24.78 in 1862. The percentage of 1878, was 17.51, and for 
the long period 18.09. 

Providence city shows a smaller percentage than the county towns. 
The extremes were 13.33 per cent, in 1873, and 22.65 per cent, in 
1860. In 1878, 15.46, and the long period average 16.64 per cent. 

In Washington county, the variations were from 10.52 per cent in 
1863, to 24.04 in 1870. In 1878, 18.88 per cent., and average of the 
long series of years 18.09. 

It will be noticed that Providence county towns, and AVashington 
county, have the same mean average for nineteen years. 

In the whole State, the difference of percentage in the different 
years, was from 12.96 in 1874, to 21.22 in 1862. For 1878, the per- 
centage was 15.98, and for the long period 16.96. 

It will be understood that the increased or lessened percentages, in 
the different years, as presented in Table LIII, do not show the actual 
difference in the number of deaths from consumption, but the proper- 
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tion to the iotal deaths from all known causes. For instance, there 
were 510 deaths from consumption in the whole State, in each of the 
years 1862 and 1863, but the percentages were 21.22 and 17.05, re- 
spectively. The smaller percentage of 1863 was owing to the occur- 
rence of nearly 600 more deaths in 1863, from all diseases, than 
occurred in 1.862. While the real number of deaths from consumption 
does not vary greatly one year with another, the occurrence in any 
year of a sweeping epidemic, or any disease in unusual numbers, at- 
tended with large fatality, would greatly reduce the percentage of 
mortality from consumption for that year. But taking the average 
percentage of a long period of years, equalizes the irregularities of 
single years, and affords a basis for definite conclusions. 

It may be of interest to compare the whole number of deaths from 
consumption, in the last nineteen years, in the different divisions of 
the State, with the number of inhabitants of the same divisions, for 
the purpose of ascertaining the percentage of deaths from that cause 
in proportion to the population. If the population of all sections in- 
creased with equal ratio, such comparison would show the relative 
liability of the inhabitants of each section to the disease, with quite 
full accuracy. But as it is, an average of the semi-decennial enum- 
erations may be taken, which will afford such an approximation to 
exactness, as to make the comparisons sufficiently correct. 

It will be remembered, however, that the annexation of outlying 
territory to the city of Providence, during the period taken, will make 
a slight difference between the computed and the real percentages of 
Providence county and the city, and only a slight difference. 

For the purpose indicated, the following summary has been pre- 
pared with considerable labor. The computations for 1878, are on 
the basis of the population by the Census of 1875. 

CONSUMPTION — PROPORTION OF DEATHS TO POPULATION. 

1878. 

Total To population 

Deaths. one in every 

Bristol County 23 482 or 2.08 in each 1,000 

Kent County 41 496 or 2.02 in each 1,000 

Newport County 31 706 . . .or 1.41 in each 1,000 

Providence County, Towns .229 370 ,. .or 2.72 in each 1,000 

Providence City 305 330 or 3.03 in each 1.000 

Washington' County 47 427 or 2.34 in each 1,000 

16 
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1860-1878. 

» 

NINETEEN YEARS, INCLUSIVE. 

Yearly average Yearly 

to population Average, 

one in every No. of deaths. 

Bristol County 442 21.4 or 2 26 in each 1,000 

KentCounty 408 48.8 or 2.48 in each 1,000 

Newport County 492 42.7 ^ or 2.08 in each 1,000 

Providence County, Towns 403 182.3 or 2.48 in each 1,000 

Providence City 849 229.0 or 2.87 in each 1 ,000 

Washington County 452 42.0 or 2.21 in each 1,000 

The variations between single years, and the average of a series of 
years, are very clearly shown in the above Tables. It will be seen that 
in all the divisions, except Providence city. Providence county towns, 
and Washington county, the percentages of 1878 were smaller than 
the averages of the long period. But the number of deaths in each, 
was but slightly diminished, if at all, and in Providence city there 
was the largest number ever recorded. The proportion of deaths 
from consumption to the whole population in the city, was, however, 
much smaller in 1878, than in some other previous years. In 1863, 
there was one death from that cause in every 244 of the population 
of the city, or 4.09 in each 1,000; and in 1870, the proportion was 
one in every 289.5, or 3.45 in each 1,000. 

It will be noticed that the liability to consumption in the several 
divisions of the State, has prevailed in the order of largest percentage 
as follows, viz. : Providence city; Providence county towns, and Kent 
county, alike; Bristol county; Washington county, and lastly, and 
in liability, much the least, Newport county. 

CROUP AND DIPHTHERIA. 

These two diseases, similar in many respects, have been considered 
together in these reports since 1858. The contrast is made for the 
purpose of showing their various relations, the same as with other 
diseases, and not from any suspicion of identity, croup being primarily, 
by general belief, a local disease, and diphtheria a constitutional dis- 
ease. 

The following Table shows the number of deaths and the sex of the 
decedents in Ehode Island, from croup and from diphtheria, in each 
of the seven years, from 1858 to 1864, inclusive: 



1878.] 



CAUSES OF DEATH. 



123 



Table LIV. 



YEARS. 


CROUP. 


DIPHTHERIA. 




Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


Males. 


1 

Females. 


Total. 


1858 


35 
87 

27 
82 
84 
51 

48 


34 
21 
30 
26 
39 
46 
57 


69 
58 
57 
58 

73 . 
97 
105 


1 
10 

• 

24 
66 
31 
73 
67 


5 
10 
43 
74 
50 
82 
93 


6 


1859 

I860 


20 
67 


1861 


140 


1862 


81 


1863 , 

1864 


156 
160 






Seven Yefurs 


264 


253 


517 


272 


• 

357 


629 







There were no returns of death from diphtheria previous to the 
year 1858. In that year there were six deaths reported from that 
cause. From that time the disease rapidly rose to a prominent place 
ii;, the list of causes of death. It will be noticed that the above Table 
gives only the number and sex of decedents from diphtheria and croup, 
for seven years previous to 1865. 

The following Table gives the number, the sex and the pareatagey 
of the decedents from croup and from diphtheria, in Ehode Island, in 
each 6i the last fourteen years, from 1865 to 1878, inclusive: 
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Table. LV. 



YEARS. 



1865. 

1866 

1867. 

1868. 

1869. 

1870 

1871. 

1872. 

1873. 

1874. 

1875. 

1876. 

1877. 

1878. 



CD 

Xi 
*^ 
at 
o 



O 

B 

s 

'A 



I 



94 
53 
50 
30 
41 
53 
72 
66 
68 
65 
96 

102 , 

i 

95 : 

1 

93 ; 



Totals, 14 years. 



CROUP. 



DIPHTHERIA. 



SEX. 



PARENTAGE. 



00 I 
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I 



"3 
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s 



Ix 

B ■ O 



•*^ 

u 
O 



44' 
26 ' 

I 

25 
13 

19 '■ 

i 

I 
29 I 

I 

39 
37 
30 
39 
53 
50 
48 
45 



50 

27 i 

25 

17 

22 

^ 

33 

29 

38 

26 

43 

52 

47 

48 



32 
22 
21 
14 
14 
25 
31 
17 
35 
38 
43 
42 
34 
43 



62 

29 ! 



978 ] 497 

I I 



481 , 411 



16 
27 
28 
41 
49 
33 
27 
53 
60 
61 
50 



82 
64 
31 
20 
33 

H 

571 

48: 

45; 

59: 

33; 

159 

492 

435 



I 



41 
26 
14 ' 
8 
18 
17 
23 

W J 
24 

30 

17 ■ 

I 

77 ' 
239 
224 



17' 



41 
38 

17 
12 
15 '■ 
16 

24 ! 

21 ! 

29 

16 

82 

I 
253 

211 



62 
36 
19 
11 
19 
18 
29 
35 
35 
37 
18 
69 



20 
28 
12 
9 
14 
15 
28 
13 
10 
22 
15 
90 



233 ! 259 
201 I 234 




769 



During the eighteen years previous to the beginning of the year 
1876, there had been reported in Rhode Island 1,205 deaths from 
cronp, and 1,134 deaths from diphtheria. Croup had constantly, in 
every y<^ar, a larger mortality than diphtheria. By the above Table, 
we can see how marked tlie change during the subsequent three years. 
While the mortality from croup was increased nearly 0.50 per cent, 
annually above the average of the preceding eighteen years, that of 
diphtheria was increased by an average of about 575.0 per cent, an- 
nually, or within 48 of as many deaths in three years, as in the previ- 
ous eighteen years, and bounding in the second year, to the second 
place in the list of causes of death, in the order of the greatest num- 
ber. At tlie end of the vear 1878, the whole number of deaths from 
croup, for the previous twenty-one years, was 1,495, and of diphtheria 
2,220, a difference of 725 in the greater mortality from diphtheria. 
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SEX AND PARENTAGE. 

It will be noticed that the difference in the number of the sex of 
the decedents from croup has been less in each of the last three years, 
than in the largest number of previous years, and that in diphtheria 
the inequality of the sexes has been less during the last fourteen years 
than during the earlier period of its existence in the State. 

For the whole period of twenty-one years, the percentage of mor-' 
tality from croup, in the sexes was, in each 100, 50.90 males, and 49. 10 
females. 

In diphtheria the percentage of mortality for the same period^ in 
the different sexes, was 47.48 males, and 52.53 females, in each 100 
decedents. 

The following summary will show in a more concise form the per- 
centage of deaths in the sexes from croup and diphtheria, and also 
the parentage of the same decedents in the last fourteen years. 

IN EACH 100 DECEDENTS, 

1865-1878. 











American 


Foreign 






Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


Parentage. 


Parentage. 


Total. 


Croup 


• • • • DU.cCf • • • 


• • • • . 4«7* lo . • • • • 


100.00... 


42.02.... 


57.98 


100 00 


Diphtheria 


• • • • 4«f • 1 • • • • 


• • • • • OU*oO • • • 


100.00 ... 


»•••••• KMjL •X^J ■ • ■ • 


• • • • • TtO« O^ • • • « • 


100.00 



In regard to the parentage of the decedents, it will be seen, that 
although the foreign population in the State is considerably less than 
the American, the decedents from croup are in large excess of foreign 
parentage, and the decedents from diphtheria are in excess of Ameri- 
can parentage. 

When we consider the numerical relations of the two classes of pop- 
ulation, it will however be found, that there is a slight excess of per- 
centage of mortality from diphtheria of foreign parentage. 

SEASON AND MORTALITY. 

The influence of season in regard to mortality from croup and diph- 
theria, may be seen in the following Table, where they may also be 
compared with scarlatina, to which they bear resemblance in some 
respects. The Table will give the whole number of deaths in the 
periods named, and the average monthly and quarterly percentages of 
deaths, from each disease: 
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Table LVI. 



MONTHS. 



January 

February 

March 

First Quarter.. 

April 

May 

June 

Second Quarter 

July 

August 

September 

Third Quarter.. 

October 

November 

December 

Fourth Quarter 
Totals 



CROUP. 

1863-1878. 



Number percent 
of Deaths, ^^^rceni. 



213 
186 
145 



544 

123 
89 
83 



295 

57 

53 

112 



222 

186 
232 
266 



684 



1,745 



12.21 

10.66 

8.31 



31.18 

7.05 
5.11 
4.75 



16.91 

3.26 
3.04 
6.42 



12.72 

10.66 
13.29 
15.24 



39.19 



100.00 



DIPHTHERIA. 

1858-1878. 


Number 
of Deaths. 


Per cent. 


201 


9.05 


143 


6.45 


163 

• 


7.a4 


507 


22.84 


168 


7.56 


140 


6.31 


134 


6.04 


442 


19.91 


106 


4.77 


129 


5.81 


195 


8.79 


430 


19.37 


284 


12.79 


291 


13.11 


266 


11.98 


841 


37.88 


2,220 


100.00 



SCARLATINA. 

1853-1878. 



Number 
of Deaths. 


Per cent. 


401 


11.65 


383 


11.13 


355 


10.31 


1,139 


33.09 


292 


8.48 


317 


9.21 


310 


9.01 


919 


26.70 


206 


6.02 


159 


4.64 


156 


4.53 


523 


15.19 


211 


6.13 


272 


7.91 


378 


10.98 


861 


25 02 


3,442 


100.00 



It will be observed that the above statistics of croup and scarlet 
fever are for the whole period of twenty-six years, from 1853 to 1878, 
inclusive, while those of diphtheria are only for the period of twenty- 
one years, from 1858 to 1878, inclusive, the year 1858 being the first 
in which deaths from diphtheria were reported. 

It will be interesting to study the above Table, in relation to the 
season of greatest mortality, in each of the diseases placed in com- 
parison. 

For instance, in the case of croup, we see that the average percent- 
age of a period of twenty-six years, regularly diminishes from the 
beginning of the year, until August, in which month we find the 
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minimum percentage, and then as regularly increases through the 
remainder of the year, the highest percentage being found in Decem- 
ber. 

In scarlatina, the percentages diminish in an almost equally uniform 
manner until .September, in which the lowest percentage is found, 
and the only break in the regularity of diminution during the nine 
months, occurring in April. The percentages, then, with entire reg- 
ularity, increase each month until January, in which is found the 
maximum. 

In diphtheria, for the period of twenty-one years, the percentages 
diminish, though somewhat irregularly, from and including Decem- 
ber, through the first half of the year, and reaching the minimum in 
July: then increasing quite regularly until November, in which month 
is found* the highest percentage. 

It will be noticed that diphtheria anticipates both croup and scar- 
latina, in the time of reaching the lowest percentage, by one month 
in the case of croup, and by two months in the case of scarlatina. 

But aside from the similarity of the three diseases, in the diminu- 
tion of mortality and of prevalence also, as the months of the warmer 
season advance, there are decided differences in the relative percent- 
ages of the several quarterly divisions of the year. 

The following summary will present very concisely the differences 
in the percentages of mortality, from the different diseases, in each of 
the quarterly periods, as above computed, and by other modes of com- 
parison. It will be kept in mind that the percentages of diphtheria are 
for a period of five years less than either of the others, but it is hardly 
probable that a more extended period would materially change the 
results, as to its own percentage of mortality in the different seasons: 



Percentages. First 
Quarter. 

Cronp 31.18 

Diphtheria 22.84 .. 

Scarlatina 33.09 ... 



Second Third Fourth 
Quarter. Quarter. Quarter. 
..16.91 12.72 39.19 

. . lo.tjl ...... Itf.OI . .... .Ol .oo 

..26.70 15.19 25.02 



First Second Third 
4 mos. 4 mos. 4 mos. 

38.22 16.16 45.62 

30.40 22.94 46.66 

41.28 29,17 29.55 



First Second 
6 mos. 6 mos. 

48.08* 51.92 

42.75...... 57.25 

59.79 40.21 



These contrasts show very decidedly the variations of the three dis- 
eases, in the ratio of mortality, in the different seasons of the year. 
It will be noticed that in croup and diphtheria, the largest mortality 
is in the lust third and last half of the year*, and in scarlatina the re- 
verse is the rule, the greater number of deaths occurring in the first 
third and first half of the year, or more than 0.41 per cent, in the 
first third, and nearly 0.60 per cent, in the first half of the year. 

Diphtheria prevailed much more largely than ever before known, 
us an epidemic, in Providence city, and in some of the towns in Provi- 
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dence county and Kent county, in the years. 1877 and 1878. It was 
also more or less prevalent, during the same time, in all i)arts of the 
State. 

It may be of interest to (contrast the number and percentage of 
mortality, from di])htlieria, in the different divisions of the State, for 
the years 1877 and 1878. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

1877-1878. 

Deaths from Deaths from 

known cawtes. Diphtheria. Per cent. 

1877. 1878. 1877. 1878. 1877. 1878. 

Bristol Coimty 301.... 187 12.... 21 5.97 ...11.23 

KentCounty 251.... 249 44... 29 17. 53.... 11. 64 

Towns, Newport County 75 74 — — 3 4.05 

NewportCity 168.... 191 2.... 20 1.19. ...10.47 

Towns, Providence County.. 1,391 1,308 122 106 8.77 8.11 

Providence City 1.932... 1,973 295. ...245 15.27.... 12. 42 

Washington County 240.... 249 17.... 11 7.08.... 4.42 



Whole State 4,258. . . . 4,231 492. . . .435 11 .56. . . .10.28 

It will be seen that in Newport city and county towns, and in Bris- 
tol county, diphtheria prevailed more largely, or at least the mortality 
was greater, in 1878, than in 1877. In all the other divisions the 
mortality was less. In the whole State, the mortality was about one 
and one-([uarter per cent, less in 1878 than in 1877. 

The following Table will show the statistics of scarlatina for each 
of the last twenty-four years, from 1855 to 1878, inclusive, the whole 
number of deaths in the State, the number, and percentage and sex 
of the decedents from scarlatina, and the number from scarlatina in 
each division of the State. It also shows, from 1865 to 1878, inclu- 
sive, the parentage of the decedents from scarlatina: 
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DISEASES OF THE HEART. 

The rmmber of deaths reported in Rhode Island, in 1878, from dis- 
eases of the heart, was 1C6. This is the same number reported in 
1876, and Ifi less than in 1877. The percentage of diseases of the 
heart in relation to the whole number of deaths is 3.73, and to the 
whole number of given causes 3.93. 
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Tlio following Table shows, for eaeli of tlic fourteen years, 1865 to 
1878, inclusive, tlie whole number of deaths in the State, the number 
and percentage from discaei'S of the heart, the sex and jKireiitage of 
the decedents from diseases of the heart, and the number in each 
division of the State; 

Table LVIII. 
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The statistics of diseases of the heart in relation to sex and parent- 
f^e, present some interesting faets, not anticipated by the average 
individual. Of the 3,124 decedents from this cause, in t!ie last four- 
teen years, 1,113 were males, and 1,012 were females; or 53.36 males, 
and 47.64 females in each 100; or 109.8 males to each 100 females. 

The greatest and most unexpected difference in relation to diseases 
of the heart, is fonnd in parentage. Of the whole nnmbor of 
decedents stated, 1,394 were of American, and 730 were of foreign, 
parentage; or 65.63 per cent, of American, and 34.37 per cent, of 
foreign parentage, in each 100 decedents. The proportion of about 
191 of American to each 100 of foreign parentage, in the c 
- from this cause, is quite worthy of note. 
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The following Table shows the number of decedents from diaeaees 
of the lieart, in eHch divisional period of life, in each of the last four- 
teen years: 
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PNEUMONIA AND CONGESTION OF THE LUNGS. 

The following Table shows, for each of the last fourteen years, the 
whole number of deaths reported in Rhode Island, the number and 
the percentage, with tlie sex and the parentage of the decedents from 
pneumonia and congestion of the Inngs, and the number in each year, 
in each division of the State: 
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The whole number of deaths from pneumonia, and coLgestion of the 
kings, reported in Rhode Island, in 1878, was 317, an increase of 91 
above that of 1S77, and less by 2 than that of 1876. The average of 
the last fourteen years, is 337. The number in 1877, i. e., 336, as 
will be seen, was less than the average for the long period, and that 
too, as against the increase of population. The percentage of mor- 
tality from these causes in 1S78, was 7.10, or four-fifths of one per 
ceufc. above the average 6.30, of fourteen j^ears. 

The preponderance of females, among the decedents from inflam- 
mation of the lungs in 1878, is quite unusual. The proportion is 
131,7 females to each 100 males, and nearly readies the average ex- 
cess of female decedents in consumption. For the period of fourteen 
years, the average proportion is 104 females to each 100 males; or 51 
females and 49 males in each 100 decedents from pneumonia and con- 
gestion of the lungs. The liability to attacks of acute diseases of the 
Inngs, seems to be nearly equally divided between the sexes, the differ- 



1878.] CAUSES OF DEATH. 133 

ence being in favor of the male sex, which, from the presumed greater 
exposure to the usual exciting causes, would be expected to suffer the 
most. It is possible, however, that the better physical stamink of the 
male sex, may result in a larger proportional number of recoveries. 

In regard to parentage, the proportion of the decedents is quite 
unequal. Of the 3,316, whoso deaths wore reported during the last 
fourteen years, 1,914 were of American, and 1,403 were of foreign 
parentage; or 57.72 of American, and 42.28 of foreign, in each 100 
decedents; or 136.52 of American to each 100 of foreign parentage. 

The following Table shows, for each of tlie lust fourteen years, the 
number of decedents in Rhode Island, from pneumonia and conges- 
tion of the lungs, in each division of ages: 

Table LXI. 
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It will be observed, upon examination of Table LXI, that pneumo- 
nia and congestion of tlie lungs are largely most fatal iu the very 
eai'liest, and in tlie most advanced periods of life. 

Of the 3,310 decedentfi in the last fourteen years, more than one- 
third wci"e under five yeai-s of age, and of the remainder, nearly one- 
half were above the age of sixty years, notwithstanding the greatly 
I number of persons liable to disease, at the advanced age of 



TWENTY-SIXTH RE0I8TRATI0K REPOKT. 



[1878. 



60 and over. Dnring fifty-five of the most active yoare of life, tlie 
mortjility from the uciitc diseiisca of tlie lungs, actn-ccly excc'cds 0.33 
per cent, of the whole. 

TYPHOID FEVER. 

The number of deaths in Rhmle lalund, in IST'S, reported under the 
general title of '■ Fevers," was 160, This is Ifi moi-e than in 1877, 
and a4 more tlinn in 187G. The number includes all reported niidcr 
the following siwcific terms: "Bilious," 2; "Gastric," 3; "Remit- 
tent," 1; "Typhoid or Typhus," 134; "Fever," 10. It is probable 
tliat nearly, if not quite all fevers occurring .in Rhode Island, are 
essentially typhoid, the type being modified hy a variety of circum- 
stances. Of coui-se the term is not designed to cover all febrile states, 
dependent on a variety of acute and elironic ioflammationa. 

The following Table shows, for each of the last fourteen years, the 
whole number of deaths in the State, tlie number and the percentage, 
and the sex and the parentage of the decedents from fevers, and tlie 
number in each division of the State. 
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Tlie proportion of deaths from typhoid fever, to the whole nwmher, in 
1878, was 3.4 per cent., which is. slightly larger than the avernge of 
fonrteeu years, which is 3.1 per cent. Of the sex of the decedents, in 
1878, 68 were males, and 83 were females; or 45.3 males, aud 54.7 
females in each 100; or 79.4 mules to each 100 females. 

For the period of fourteen years, tiie average proportion i? 48.18 
males, and 51.82 females in each 100 decedents; or 88.48 males to 
each 100 females. 

In i-ospect to the parentage of decedents, the differences in 1878 are 
lees than in respect to sex. 

TJie proportions are 50.13 of American, and 49.87 of foreign, 
parentage, in each 100 decedents. These proportions are very nearly 
equal, and differ very largely from the average of fourteen years, which 
are 58.55 of Amerioan parentage, and 41.45 of foreign parentage, in 
each 100; or 141.31 of American, to each 100 of foreign, parentage. 

The following Table shows the number of decedents from fevere, 
in each division of ages, in each of the last fourteen years, in the State 
of Rhode Island: 

Table LXUI. 
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It was remarked on a previous page, that the mortality from pneu- 
monia and congestion of the lungs, was greatest in the very earliest, 
and in the most advanced periods of life. It is now seen that typhoid 
fever is more a disease of the middle periods of life, or that, at least, 
the mortality is greatest between the ages of 15 and 40; more than 
one-half of the whole number of deatlis from typhoid fever, occur- 
ring m that more active part of life. 

COMPARATIVE RESULTS. 

The following Table shows the percentage of total mortality from 
several prominent causes, as reported in 1878, in the whole State, and 
in the several counties of the State; and also the percentages of the 
same causes in the whole State, in 1870 and 1877: 

Table LXIV. 



CAUSES OF DEATH. 



Accidents (all kinds) 

Apoplexy and Paralysis. 

Brain, Diseases of 

Cancer 

Cholera Infantum 

• 

Consumption 

Convulsions and Pits. . . 

Croup 

DebUity 

Diarrhoea 

Diphtheria 

Dysentery 

Fevers 

Heart, Diseases of 

Hooping Cough 

Hydrocephalus 

Kidneys, Diseases of . . . 

Liver, Diseases of 

Marasmus 



3 
QQoo 

oil 



2.89 
4.45 
3.28 
2.82 
3.97 

15.98 
2.65 
2.20 
1.91 
1.25 

10.28 
.95 
3.94 
3.92 
1.28 
1.65! 
1.89 
1.06 
1.80 



O -4.3 

c o . 



Wo lo©' 



2.14 
6.43 
0.54 
2.67 
3.74 
12.30 
2.67 
7.49 

1.60j 
11.23 

I 

I 
1.07, 

6.96 

2.67 

3.21 
2.14 
3.74 
1.60 






55 



Pneumonia and Congestion of, 

Lungs ' 

i 

Scarlatina 



7.49, 5.35 
2.03i 1.60 



2.41 
6.43 
4.82 
4.42 
5.62 

16.47 
2.41 
1.21 
0.40 
1.21 

11.64 

2.01 
5.22 
4.42 
0.40 
0.80 
1.21 
0.40 



I 
4.051 

13.52 

2.70' 

2.70' 

1.35' 

13.511 

I 

4.05' 



w - . 

f? op 



u 

a 

'OS 



a 

•§ o 
So 



S 

! i2S 
©1-1 

: ^ 



5 

s 

xi 



4.05 

• • • • 

t 
t 

6.75I 
8.10' 



1.36 
4.05 



3.03 3.62 

5.76 4.43: 

4.71' 3.43! 

I 

3.14! 2.83 

3.14' 4.89 

10.99! 17.51 

I 

1.57| 2.52 

3.67: 1.91 

1.57' 2.91 

1.05' 1.30 

10.47; 8.11 

1.05 4.74 

4 71 2.91 

' 0.68 

I 

1.57 1.53 

1.05' 1.61 

.52' 1.07 

1.05 0.77 



4.42 4.05 7.85 8.41 



2.01 



4.051. 



1.07 



2.64 
3.35 
3.45 
2.43 
3.60 

15.46 
2.94 
l,98j 
1.831 
1.42 

12.42 
0.56 
2.84 
4.21 
2.18 
1.98 
2.38 
0.86 
1.98 

7.10 
2.89 



2.00 I 3.10 

l: I 

6.03 , 4.26 



0.80 
4.02 



3.68. 
3.17 



18.88 

1.61 

I 
2.01 

1.2l' 

! 

4.42' 

I 

2.O1I 

I 

5.62 



2.01;! 6.08 
15.62 
1.96 
2.23 
2.65 
2.11 
11.56 
1.22; 
3.55. 
4.28! 
0.76 
1.29 
1.67 
1 06 
0.99 

5.31 
1.46 



5.62 
0.40 ' 

I • • • • I 

0.80 

I 
0.80 

0.4o' 

! 
I 

11.24 

I 
1.61 



2.94 
4.22 
3.75 
2.72 
6.41 
16.78 
2.28 
2.61 
2.80 
1.87 
4.07 
1.28 
3.69 
4.25 
1.23 
1.74 
1.28 
1.13 
1.18 

8.69 
2.05 



I 



1878.] CAUSES OF DEATH. 137 

It will be understood that the percentages of the preceding Table 
are calculated on the basis of the whole number of deaths from speci- 
fied causes, in the whole State, and in the several divisions of the 
State in which the deaths from the several named causes occurred. 

The great variations in the percentages of deaths from the same 
diseases, in the different sections of the State, in the year 1878, and 
also the variations of one year from another, in the percentages of 
mortality from the different causes of death in the whole State, in the 
last three years, are very clearly shown in the above Table. 

It should not be forgotten, however, in an examination of the Ta- 
ble, that the percentages are for named causes of deaths reported, as 
before remarked, and not in proportion to population. For instance, 
in Newport county towns, where but an exceedingly small proportion 
of the inhabitants are engaged in mechanical industries at all hazard- 
ous to life, the percentage of mortality from accidents of all kinds, in 
1878, is 4.05, while in Providence county towns, where the popula- 
tion is very largely engaged in manufacturing and other pursuits, 
where life is exposed to danger, the percentage of the same causes of 
death is only 3.52. The reason of the larger per cent, in Newport 
county towns, is not from the large proportion of accidents to the 
population, but to the small number of deaths. The number of deaths 
from accidents was only 3, the whole number of deaths from known 
causes 74, therefore the percentage 4.05. Now if we reckon the pro- 
portion of deaths from accident, to the population, we shall find that 
it is less in Newport county towns, than in Providence county towns; 
that is, as one in every 2,619, in the first, to one in every 1,831 in the 
last division. 

The same may be said of the mortality from aj^oplexy and paralysis, 
the percentage of which is greatly in excess, in Newport county 
towns, of any other division of the State, solely from the fact of the 
small proportion of deaths to population, from all. other causes. 

In regard to the general results, for the whole State, in the compar- 
ison of one year with another, there will be found some causes of 
death sliowing a considerable disparity of percentages, and some 
maintaining in all the years, an approximately fixed ratio. 

In tlie first class, we shall find cholera infantum, ranging from 3.97 
per cent., in 1878, to 6.41 per cent., in 1876. 

Diphtheria, showing a percentage of 10.28, in 1878; 11.56, in 1877, 
and 4.07 per cent., in 1876. 

Hooping cough, pneumonia and scarlet fever, show considerable 
differences in percentage of mortality in the different years. 

In the second class, are found apoplexy and paralysis, consumj)tion, 
fevers of all kinds, diseases of the heart, diseases of the liver, &c. 

18 
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The comparative results in the different divisions of the State, in 
1878, show very marked disparity. Apoi)lexy and paralysis, as before 
alluded to, have a remarkably large percentage in Newport county 
towns, that is, 13.52; more than three times as large as the average of 
the whole State, which is 4.45, while Providence city has a percent- 
age of only 3.35. 

Of diseases of the brain, Bristol county shows only 0.54 per cent., 
while Kent county reports a proportion of 4.82 per cent.; more than 
nine times larger than Bristol county. 

Cholera infantum ranges from 1.35 per cent., in Newport county 
towns, to 5.62 per cent., in Kent county. 

The smallest percentage from consumption was in Newport city, 
10.99; the largest was in Washington county, 18.88. The average of 
the whole State was 15. 98 per cent. 

The percentage from croup varied from 0.00, in Newport county 
towns, and 1.21 in Kent county, to 7.49 in Bristol county. 

Diphtheria was more evenly distributed, in 1878, than in 1877, with 
a less number of deaths. Newport county towns, returning no deaths 
from that cause in 1877, show a percentage of 4.05, in 1878; and 
Newport city, which returned only 1.19 per cent, mortality from diph- 
theria, in 1877, returns 10.47 per cent., in 1878. Providence city 
reports the largest percentage,' 12.42; about one-fifth less than the 
previous year. 

The percentage of deaths from fevers of all kinds, was very small 
in Newport city, 1.05; and very large in Newport county towns, 6.75; 
and Bristol county, 6.96. The average of the State is 3.94 per 
cent. 

Diseases of the heart were also largely fatal in Newport county 
towns, 8.10 per cent; the State average being 3. 92 .per cent. 

The percentage of pneumonia and congestion of the lungs, always 
a large factor in the mortality of the State, was especially such in 
1878, with a percentage of 7.49; though less somewhat than in 1876, 
when it was 8.69 per cent. The percentages in the different divisions 
varied from 4.05 per cent., in Newjiort county towns, to 11.24 per 
cent., in Washington county. 

These comparisons are already sufficiently extended to direct tlie 
attention of the reader to the almost endless relations, that causes of 
death bear to each other, in the same and in different years, and dif- 
ferent localities; and if sufficient interest is felt, the subject can be 
pursued to a very great length. 

Appended to this Report will be found the Registration Laws of 
Rhode Island, Chapter 77, of the General Statutes, as amended June, 
1875, and April, 1878, by Chapter 680, of the Public Laws, together 
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with said Chapter 680, establishing a State Board of Health; and 
also Chapter 360 of the General Statutes, in relation to Divorces, as 
amended by said Chapter 680. 

It is sincerely to be hoped that the General Assembly will pass an act 
requiring permits for the burial, or removal of the dead, on presenta- 
tion of report of death and cause of the same, such as is now in force 
in Providence city, and in all cities, states and countries, where cor- 
rect and complete registration is desired and obtained. 

In no other way is there any probability that complete reports of 
death, and causes of death, will ever be secured. 

C. H. F. 

Providence, 1879. 
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GENERAL STATUTES, CHAPTER 77 



OF THE REGISTRATION OF BIRTHS, DEATHS AND MARRIAGES. 

(As amended June, 1875; April, 1878, and March, 1879.) 

Section 1. The town, clerks of the several towns, or in lien thereof, any person whom the hoard 
of aldermen of any city, or the tov^Ti conncil of any town, may appoint for that purpose, arc hereby 
authorized and required to obtain, chronologictilly record and index, as required by the forms pre- 
scribed by the third section of this chapter, all information concerning births, marriages and deaths, 
occurring among the inhabitants of their respective towns; and on or before the first Monday of 
March, annually, to make duly certified returns thereof to the Secretary of the State Board of 
Health, for each year, ending on the thirty-first day of December, accompanying the same with a 
list of those individuals, required by law to make returns to him, who have neglected the same, and 
with such remarks relating to the object of the law, as they may deem important to communicate. 

Sec. 2. The Secretary of the State Board of Health shall receive the returns made in pursuance 
of the preceding section, and annually make and publish, not exceeding one thousand copies, a 
general abstract and report thereof, in form as prescribed by section third of this chapter. The 
Secretary of State shall then cause said returns to be arranged, full alphabetical indices of all the 
names to be made, the whole to be bound in convenient sized volumes, and carefully preserved in 
his office, for which he shall receive the sum of fifty dollars. 

Sec. 3. The blank forms required to carry out the provisions of this chapter shall, on applica- 
tion, be furnished by the Secretary of the State Board of Health, to clergymen, physicians, under- 
takers, town clerks, clerks of the Society of Friends, and other persons requiring them, substantially 
after the following forms, viz. : The record of a birth shall state the date and place of birth, name 
and sex of the child, whether living or still-bom, the name and surname, color, occupation, residence 
and birth-place of the parents, and the time of recording, so far as the same can be ascertained. 
The record of a marriage shall state the date of the marriage, place, name, residence, and official 
station of the person by whom married, names and surnames of the parties, age color, occupation, 
and residence of each, condition (whether single or widowed), what marriage, if second, third, or 
other marriage, the occupation, birth-place, and name of their parents, and the time of recording, 
so far as the same can be ascertained. The record of deaths shall state the date of death, name and 
surname of deceased, the sex, color, and condition (single or married), age, occupation, place of 
death, place of birth, names and birth-place of parents, disease, or cause of death, and the time 
of recording, so far as can be ascertained. 
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OF MARRIAGES. 

Sec. 4. Every Society of Friends, clergymen and all others, authorized to join persons in mar- 
riage, shall make a faithful record of every such rite performed by them, in manner and form afore- 
said, and return the same on or before the second Monday of every month, for the last preceding 
month, to the clerk of the town in which such rite shall have been performed; and no marriage 
shall be solemnized until the parties shall have signed and delivered to the authority about to sol- 
emnize it, or to the clerk of a Society of Friends, a certificate containing the information required 
for the record of a marriage, as prescribed in the third section of this chapter. 

OF BIRTHS. 

Sec. 5. The clerk of every town, or in lieu thereof, some person or persons whom the town 
council of any town, or the board of aldermen of any city, shall appoint for the purpose, shall, an- 
nually, in the mouth of January, collect the facte required by section third of this chapter, in rela- 
tion to all children born in the town during the year ending the thirty-first day of December next 
preceding, and for each full report of a birth so obtained, the clerk shall receive ten cents, to be 
paid by the town in which the birth is recorded. 

OF DEATHS. 

" Whenever any person shall die or any still-born child shall be brought forth in this State, it shall 
be the duty of the physician attending at such bringing forth or last sickness, if any physician so 
attended, within forty-eight hours after such death or bringing forth, to leave with the family, if 
any, or person having the care of the deceased or the person bringing forth such still-bom child, or 
to give to the undertaker or person who conducts the funeral, a certificate stating, in case of a death, 
the name of the deceased, the date of the death and the disease or cause of the death, and in case 
of the bringing forth of .a still-bom child, the date and the cause of such child being brought forth 
still-born." 

OF UNDERTAKERS. 

Sec. 7. There may be appointed, by the town authorities of every town, a sufficient number of 
persons to act as undertakers, removable at the pleasure of the authorities. 

Sec. 8. The undertaker, or the person who shall conduct a funeral, or who shall bury or deposit 
in a tomb, or who fchall remove from this State or otherwise dispose of the remains of any deceased 
person or still-bom child, shall first obtain the physician's certificate required by section C of this 
chapter, if a phyt?ician was in attendance upon such person who has deceased, or the person bring- 
ing forth such still-bom child, and shall return the same, together with his own certificate of the 
facts required by section 8, as hereby amended, on or before the second Monday of the next suc- 
ceeding month to the clerk of the town where such death or bringing forth took place. 

Sec 9. Any town may enact municipal laws, more effectually to attain the objects herein con- 
templated: Provided, they do not conflict with the main and specific object of this act, viz.: to 
procure the most perfect registration. 

OF FEES. 

Sec. 10. The town clerks, or persons recommended and appointed as aforesaid, shall receive for 
each record of a death made and returned as required by law, and for each reconl of a marriage 
made and returned as required by law, twenty cents, to be paid to them out of their respective town 
treasuries; Provided, that the yearly compensation to be paid out of the town treasury as afore- 
said, to any one town clerk or person appointed as aforesaid, who shall faithfully perform the duties 
prescribed by this chapter, shall not be less than five dollars. Undertakers and others making re- 
turns of deaths as required in section eight of this chapter shall receive for each full report of a 
death made to the town clerk, five cents in the cities of Providence or Newport, and ten cents in the 
other towns of the State. 

Sec. 11. If any clergjman, physician, undertaker, town clerk, clerk of any meeting of the So- 
ciety of Friends, or ©ther persons, shall willfully neglect or refuse to perform any of the duties im- 
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poswl on, or requirwl of hitn, by this chapter, he shall, at the (lit>(Tetion of the court trying the 
cause l)e fined not exceeding twenty dollars for each offence, one-half thereof to the use of the 
town in which the offence nhall (K'cur, the other half to the use of the |KTson who shall complain 
of the same. 

Sec. 12. In order that it may In* more surely ascertainetl that no clergyman, physician, coroner, 
undertaker, or clerk of the Society of Friends, neglects to make the returns P|H'<*ified in this chap- 
ter, each of the said parties shall cause his naaie and resilience to be* reconlwl in the clerk's office of 
the town where he resides. 

Skc. 13. No letters of administration, or letters t^'stamentary, shall Ih' granted by any court of 
probate, upon the effects or estate of any person, until the death of such ix'rson. or the facts from 
which the same is presumed, shall l>e duly certified, as near as may be, to tlu' town clerk, in order 
that the same may be duly registt^red according to the ])rovision8 of this chapter. 

Sec. 14. The person appointed as provided in section 1 of this chapter, shall be entitknl to have 
the custody of all records of births, deaths or marriages of the town or city for which he is ap- 
pointed, whether made under the statute now in force or any former statute, and a certificate signed 
by him as town or city registrar certifying that any written or printed statement of any marriage, 
birth or death is a true copy of the record in his custody, shall be admitted as pn?na facie jiroof of 
such marriage, birth or death. 

Sec. 15. Births, marriages, and deaths of non-residents, shall be distinguished from those of 
residents, in the returns, by l)eing arranged separately. 

Sec. 16. The Secretary of the Stiite Board of Ilealth may, from time to time, vary the forms of 
returns, and require such additional information as he may consider necessary, to effect the objec^ 
of this chapter. 

Sec. 17. Repealed January Session, 1878. 

Sec. 18. The town clerks or other officers appointed nnder this chapter, to collect, record, and 
return the births in the several towns, shall receive fees therefor as follows: For collecting the 
facts requfred in relation to births, fifteen cents each; for making record and return of these facts 
as required by law, twenty cents each for the first fifty entries in each calendar year, and ten cents 
each for each subsequent entry and return. 

Sec. 19. The returns required to be made by clerks of the supreme court, in relation to divorces, 
to the Secretary of the State Board of Health, or a prepared abstract thereof, shall \ye published 
in the annual report upon the births, marriages, and deaths in the State. 



CHAPTER 360. 

AN ACT IN ADDITION TO CHAPTER 187 OF THE GENERAL STATUTES "OF THE 
CLERKS OF THE SUPREME COURT AND COURT OF COMMON PLEAS." 

(As amended April 1878.) 

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows : 

Section 1. It shall be the duty of the clerks of the Supreme Court, in the several counties, on 
or before the first day of March, in each and every year, to make returns to the Secretary of the 
State Board of Health for the year ending on the thirty-first day of December preceding, of all the 
applications for divorce, showing the number, the number granted, and the causes which are given 
for the application, but without the names of the parties, in accordance with the blanks which shall 
be funushed them by the Secretary of the StJite Board of Health. 
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PUBLIC LAWS, CHAPTER 680. 

AN ACT TO ESTABLISH A STATE BOARD OF HEALTH. 

(Passed AprU 12, 1878 ) 

It is enacted by tlie General AesemMy as follows : 

Section 1, The Governor, with the advice and consent of the Senate, shall appoint six persons, 
two from the county of Providence, and one from each of the other counties, who shall constitute 
the State Board of Health. Of the persons so appointed, at least three shall be well educated phy- 
sicians and members of some medical society incorporated by this State. The Grovemor may re- 
move any member for cause, at any time, upon the written request of two-thirds of the board. 

Sec. 2. The six persons first appointed shall be appointed for one, two, three, four, five and six 
years, respectively, and hereafter, the Governor, with the advice and consent of the Senate, shall 
appoint one member of the' board annually, for the term of six years from the first day of July. 
Any appointment to fill a vacancy shall be for the remainder of the term. 

Sec. 3. The board shall take cognizance of the interests of life and health among the citizens of 
the State; they shall make investigations into the causes of disease, and especially of epidemics and 
endemics among the people, the sources of mortality, Und the effects of localities, employments, 
conditions and circumstances on the public health, and shall faithfully do all in their power to 
ascertain the causes and the best means for the prevention of diseases of every kind m the State. 
They shall publish and circulate, from time to time, such information as they may deem to be im- 
portant and useful for diffusion among the people of the State, and shall investigate and give advice 
in relation to such subjects relating to the public health, as may be referred to them by the General 
Assembly, or by the Governor when the General Assembly is not in session. 

Sec 4. The State Board of Health shall also investigate the subject of diseases among cattle or 
other animals, and perform all the duties which have been delegated to the Board of Cattle Com- 
missioners, in chapter 76, of the General Statutes of the State. 

Sec. 5. Section 3, of chapter 76, of the General Statutes, is hereby repealed, and the Board of 
Cattle Commissioners, heretofore constituted under authority of said section, is hereby abolished. 

Sec. 6. In every section of chapter 76, of the General Statutes, where the word " commission- 
ers" occurs, it shall be construed to mean State Board of Health. 

Sec. 7. The State Board of Health shall receive the returns of births, marriages, deaths and 
divorces, and shall prepare the annual rejwrt upon the registration of the same as now required by 
law; but after the report is prepared, the returns shall be deposited in the office of the Secretary of 
State, to be bound and indexed by him as heretofore. 

Sec. 8. Wherever the words " Secretary of State " occur in sections 1, 2, 3, 16 and 19, of chapter 
77, of the General Statutes, they shall be construed to mean Secretary of the State Board of Health, 
and in the sixth line of section 2, of said chapter, the word " he " shall be construed to mean Secre- 
tary of State. Section 17, of chapter 77, of the General Statutes, is hereby reixjaled. 

Se<.\ 9. The board shall meet in the city of Providence once in three months, and as much oftener 
as they may detmi necessary. No member of the board, except the secretary, shall receive any com- 
IMinsation for his services; but the actual personal exi)enses of any member, while engaged in the 
duties of the board, shall be paid by the State. 

Sec. 10. The board shall elect a well qualified physician as their secretary. 

Sec. 11. The secretary shall perform and sui)erintend the work prescribed in this law, and such 
other duties as the board may require, and he shall rweivc; such salary, not in excess of twelve hun- 
dred dollars por annum, as the board may determine. lie shall hold his oftice at the pleasure of the 
board, but may be removed at any regular meeting by a majority vote of the members thereof. 

Sec. 12. The Governor shall i)rovide a suitable oftice for the board in the city of Providence, and 
the actual expensex of the board and of the members thereof, when certified by the chairman and 
approved by the Governor, shall be paid from the treasury of the State. 
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8ro. 13. TtU' bc«nl »1iall mtkp b rvpiirt in print In Um fleni'ml Aeeeiubly. annua]];, [n thr manth 
of Janiuiry, of lit proccif1iii|^ durln;; tlui ynr ciidliiK on tht t]iirt}-Sr9[ day of Dvcumlirr iwit pm- 
cortlnK. vvitLi mch eiiggveltune In n-latlau to tUu wtiiltary lunsand iiiltruslg otUie Slaleat tlK'/riu]] 
devin liniiurtant. 

Sei:. U. A]I lU'tH and ^!trlt of acta inconxixli'iil litrenith are licrutiy ropculed. 

Sec. IB. The sevL-ni] town rouiitils and boanlK <if aldumieii sball eUll be tx-qffrlo Board* of 
Healtli ill l]ieir nBgwctlvv towns, as is now by laiv providi.-d. Precklrd. hoiceinr. tlial llio clly coun- 
cU of anj city maj appmut a Board of lle«]th for Bntli city, ulllch aaW basis a]] tlU' IKmcrs and 
dutiuH now coiiftrri'd by ]aw upon tlio board of a]d«rnicii ae o Board of Health. 



SYNOPSIS OF THE LAW OF MAEUIAGE IX KHODE ISLAND. 



TITLE XX, OHAPTEU 148, GENERAL STATUTES. 

HSKTiofii 1, 3 and 3 show nliat kindred persons eannut marry, and declare inarrlnges, within pro. 
Iifhlted dejtroes, nnl] and void. 

Section 4 makes an excrjiliun in faror of Jch-s. ivithin (lie degrees of alBnlty alloned by tbnir 
lelli^on. 

Sectioh 5 d«lare9 tlic marriage of persona lutvlng a htishiiand or u-lfc Ihing. and of Idiots or of 
lonadcs, nbsoliili'ly void. 

Sec. 6. *' All nuirrlsgcs bctivcen a white iH'r^oii and a negro, Indian, or mnlacto, shall be abso- 
Intcly null and void; and tile person Joining thern In marriage, i-hall be Puhject to a penalty of Ih-o 
hundred dollara." 

Sec. 1. " Any ordained minister or older of any religioua denomination, who shall bo lioinkHtd 
in lliis State, and either Jnsticu of the Sniimno Court, may join persona in marriage in any town of 
Ihe Slate." It will be seen that elcrgyinen from otlier States canttol mfcinniM iHvrHagti in Rhode 
Island. Harrlagcs aolemmaed in Rhode Island, by ciei]^men living on( of the State, arc null and 
void. 

Sec. S- ^^ Wardens in the ton'nof NewShoroham may join persoruiin marriage in said town.'^ 

Sections D attd 1] d<>claru, tiut no mliLlster, elder, or magistrate sludl join persons in marriage 
nnlesshe iins prteloani^ recf^vod a eenifleate, gifjned by tftepartui thfiaivtFfn, giving the informa. 
tion required by law,— under a jicnalty of imprisonment not oiceoding six months, or a fine not ex. 

SwTios 10 forlwds marriages when lawful objection is made in writing, until such lawful objec- 

Sktions 11. 13 and 13 state the penalty for marrying persons who are alrcoily married; and the 
penalty for being married contrary to the provisions of the act, 

Sei-. II. "The soleinnizailon of marriage shall be m the presence of two wltiBescaat least, be- 
sides the minister, elder or magbtratc otHclatiog." 

Skctiuns 15 and ID relate to marriages among Quakers or Friends, and among Jews, making 
them valid it in accordance with the forma, rites and ceremonies of the some, respcrtlvcly. 

BP- The attention of clergymen is esiK'cially called to this synopsis of the Harrlnge Law. Some 
of the provisions are not unfreqnently violated. The Ri'gislration Law of Rliode Island mquiree 
clergymen to nmke returns of all marriages to the Town Clerk or Registrar of (he lown, on or be- 
fore tlu: second Monday of the month soceeeding the date oC ttie marriage. 



